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We celebrated the Installation of our
pastor, the Rev. Dr. Sarah Halverson-Cano,
on September 11!

The laying on of hands is an important part of the
installation rite because it signifies the loving
union between a pastor and her congregation.
Photos courtesy of Tricia Aynes, Glenda Wyant, Jim Aynes, & Allysson McDonald

Photos from the Installation Reception
Photos courtesy of Tricia Aynes
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From the Senior Pastor
by the Rev. Dr. Sarah Halverson-Cano, Senior Pastor
God this is who we were founded to be! Thank God this
is who we are! Please be intentional about welcoming
any visitor you see at IUCC and making them feel at home.
On October 9 we’ll receive new members, so join us to
celebrate their decision to become officially part of the
family!

I am filled with gratitude as I reflect on
the beautiful installation service we held
last month. As we said many times, it
was a celebration of our union. Given
that we’ve already been doing ministry
together for two years, I saw the day
as a celebration of who we are and the
ministry we share, create, and give back
to one another and our community.
In so many ways it feels like I’ve been here longer than
2 years, as I reflect back upon that time of quarantine,
when everything we did was online. While we’re still
masking and taking precautions, we’ve come a long way.
Our calendar is filled. We have activities happening on
campus almost every day
of the week with members
gathering together in person
and online. We know we
aren’t out of the pandemic
yet, but we also now know
we can make it through
it. We have demonstrated
our commitment. We have
demonstrated our flexibility.
We have demonstrated our
resilience!

After church on October 9 is our long-awaited Church
Picnic! This will be at Mason Park at Shelter 1. Don’t forget
to bring a dish to share: salad, side or dessert and we’ll
BBQ up some burgers, dogs and veggie options!
And speaking of fun church activities, I’m excited about our
second Spooky Sunday on October 30! I love celebrating
this day because I think it
gives us an opportunity to
think theologically and have
fun. So dress up! Let the
kids see you having a good
time! Embrace joy and
allow yourself to be silly. I
think it’s important to be
able to laugh at ourselves
and demonstrate to children
(and ourselves) that we can
have fun at church. While
you’re at it, please sign
up for Trunk-or-Treat! It’s such a delightful experience!
Decorate your car and bring some candy for the kids! I love
to see how creative the car decorations can be!

So when we gathered together last month with wellwishers from the community and our denomination, it was
a sign to me and for all who experienced it that IUCC is
alive! Pastor Fred reminded us where we came from and
encouraged us, that despite the dying churches across our
nation both in our denomination and beyond, we have
what it takes to bring a fresh perspective. We are rooted
in our past, and agile enough to live into our future. While
we absolutely have challenges, I’m up for the challenge
and excited about how we can be the church of today and
the church of tomorrow!

I hope you will lean into the joy of being in our community.
Even as there are things in our world, even things in our
church that are not perfect, I hope we can be the change
we wish to see. Let’s do that together and individually as
we seek justice, and love with kindness in a humble way
with our God. It’s so easy to feel disempowered, but let
us remember that each of us has a choice. Each of us has
power. So, let’s be the change we wish to see! May we
experience joy, may we work for justice, may we bring
hope, may we create peace. May we love deeply!

In addition to feeling inspired at the installation, I felt
inspired about our future at the Welcome Luncheon
for new visitors. (See candid photo of the group above,
courtesy of Glenda Wyant.) We had so many people we
had to add more seats to our table! It is so rewarding to
hear people’s stories of how they have found IUCC. Almost
everyone has come here looking for a progressive church.
The stories are all different, but one thing remains the
same: a desire for an inclusive faith community. Thank

It’s going to be a wonderful month! I’m so thankful I get
journey with you as we begin another year together as
pastor and church!
Happy October!
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Pastor Sarah

From the Moderator
by Tricia Aynes

We were delighted that Rabbi Heidi Cohen and Hanefesh
celebrated Rosh Hashanah at IUCC! It has been a great
joy to have them here for the High Holy Days. After having shared our sacred space with University Synagogue
for 13 years, it seems very fitting to have another Jewish
congregation sharing our sanctuary! Here’s a photo of the
celebration provided by Pastor Sarah:

In the birth of a child, there is a new dawn with endless
potential - Queen Elizabeth II.
It seems fitting to quote Queen Elizabeth II, since our second grandson was born not long after her passing. When
I hold young Luke in my arms, I’m reminded of the miracle
of the cycle of life, which includes both endings and beginnings. My daughter pointed out that Luke has my hands
and my fingernails - an odd legacy to be sure, but one that
delights me every time I examine his tiny fingers!
I like the quote because it reminds me that every morning presents a new opportunity to begin again to build a
better world for all the children who follow us. They will
either praise or blame us for the things we do today. We
have that same opportunity here at IUCC too, with endless
ways to begin anew, to try different things, and to overcome challenges.
We are welcoming new visitors all the time, and quite
a number of them came together on September 25 for
a tour and luncheon to learn more about IUCC. Some
of them have already joined, and some are prospective
members. Our next joining opportunity will be on October 9, and we’re hoping for a good turnout. If you know
someone who is interested in joining, please let us know
so we can extend a personal invitation!
A great perk for new members joining IUCC this year is the
opportunity to participate in a Faith Exploration Group led
by our own Marilyn Smith (see info on page 6). I was fortunate enough to participate in one of her groups over 20
years when I first joined IUCC, and I am so excited that she
is once again offering this series of classes to our newer
members. It was a truly memorable and inspirational experience, and it led me to deeper involvement in my faith
and greater love for my new church. I would infiltrate this
new class if I thought I could disguise myself as a newbie,
but I’m pretty sure I would be found out. If you have the
chance to sign up for her class, take it! You’ll be really
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The Fund Development Committee will kick-off the
Stewardship Campaign on October 16. As you know,
our church depends on your pledges to compensate our
wonderful staff, to keep our facilities operating, to do good
works in the community and beyond, and to fund our programs and services. We would appreciate your support by
making your stewardship pledge early so we may plan for
the future: https://www.iucc.org/giving/pledge/
We have a lot of special events planned at IUCC this month
that I hope will pique your interest and get you more
involved in the life of our wonderful church. From our
All-Church Picnic at Mason Park (October 9) to AIDS Walk
(October 22) to several types of book clubs (check out
your choices in this newsletter) to hosting Family Promise
(October 23-29) to Trunk or Treat (October 30), there’s really something for everyone!
Then on November 18 comes our annual Thanksgiving
Service with University Synagogue (we’re hosting this
year), followed by our Advent Workshop/Choir Concert on
December 3, and our Christmas Pageant on December 18.
Of course, we’re all looking forward to our two December
24 services: the Christmas Eve Afternoon Family Service
and the evening Candlelight Service.
The last few years of the pandemic have been tough for all
of us, but we’re on our way back. Things will never be the
same as they were before, but we are finding new ways
to be in community, to worship together, and to celebrate
God. We can make it through if we maintain a loving and
generous spirit toward one another.
In hope and optimism.

Tricia

Photos from the Blessing of the Animals on Sept. 25
Photos by Pastor Sarah & Karolyn Fencl

On September 25, we celebrated the Blessing of the Animals, reflecting on the ethic of reverence for life.
A number of dogs and their people gathered to be blessed, followed by a time to remember beloved animals who
had passed on. It was a meaningful way to honor animals and our commitment to care for God’s Creation.

5

Faith Exploration Group for
people new to IUCC

Our Stewardship Campaign is
about to begin!

Announcing the stewardship theme for 2023 BE THE CHANGE
FAITH EXPLORATION GROUP FOR PEOPLE NEW TO IUCC
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A 6 week interactive & relational group experience
Engage your heart as well as your mind
Provide different ways to reflect on your own Faith
Journey
Facilitate experiences to help you connect with others
at IUCC
Guide your reflection on God/Spirit/the Divine’s
Presence in your life
Offer non-verbal opportunities & techniques to deepen
your Spiritual Path
Suggest unusual avenues to share who you are,
beneath the obvious

Expect to :
- Be surprised
- Be challenged
- Feel encouraged
- Have fun & laugh
- Leave being more connected with others

Pastor Sarah will kick off the stewardship campaign on
October 15 highlighting this year’s theme BE THE CHANGE.
Members and friends will receive information about the
campaign and how they can pledge via email beginning
October 16. Look for that email AND then either pledge
online at https://www.iucc.org/giving/pledge/ or send your
pledge to the church office.
Why do we have a stewardship drive and encourage members and friends to pledge to the ongoing mission of IUCC?
•
•
•

Your pledge allows IUCC leaders to plan responsibly for
2023.
Your pledge is an outward sign of your commitment to
the programs of this vital faith community.
Your pledge is a step in IUCC becoming and being the
church God is calling us to be!

Now, I’ll Wear That!

When: Sundays Oct 16 - Nov 20
Time: 12:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Where: In the Peace room next to the sanctuary
What: Helping people new to IUCC in the past 		
		
year get to know others and share their 		
		
faith journeys
Call:
Facilitated by Marilyn Smith
949-466-3213
call or text with questions or your rsvp

Explore your fashion sense and style with
Alex Banwell, fashionista extraordinaire,
and learn new tips for getting the most
out of your wardrobe with less money
and more panache. Bring that “white
elephant” in your closet that you’ve been
holding onto and find out how to wear
it or how to pass it on. Find out how to
accessorize for a fresh look!
The fun begins at 7 p.m. Wednesday, November 9, in
Plumer Hall. Dessert will be served.
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RSVP at iuccwomen22@gmail.com before November 4.

THE IUCC LEGACY CIRCLE

A gift to the Legacy Circle by members and friends of IUCC will ensure that the goals and dreams of IUCC continue for
future generations. The Mission of the Legacy Circle is to contribute to the long-term financial sustainability of IUCC:
•
•
•
•

through will or trust bequests
designating IUCC as a beneficiary of an IRA, 401(K), annuity or other retirement account
designating IUCC as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy
through other gifts such as cash, marketable securities and marketable real estate

Why I joined the Legacy Circle
by Glenna Matthews

Though I wasn’t raised exclusively in Orange County, I spent more time in Laguna Beach while
growing up than any place else and developed a passionate fondness for our blessed part of
California. And I had the ability to move back when I retired because my parents had bought
property in Laguna years ago - and never sold it.
But I’d been living in Berkeley and was apprehensive about returning to the OC. Would it still be the
legendarily conservative place I remembered? To my delight it had changed dramatically, with a far
more diverse population and with key institutions supporting the new and far more exciting, at least
to me, OC.
Beyond the presence of great universities, I found that the role of the faith community has been
vital in promoting equity and justice. But it took me a while to find the right congregation.
And that brings me to IUCC. I decided to join the first time I walked in the door. This was clearly a place that was in the
forefront of upholding values dear to my heart.
And that’s why I’m including IUCC in my estate plans. I can think of no better way to keep the spirit of social justice alive
in a place I love so much than by helping to secure IUCC’s future.

LEGACY CIRCLE SCROLL

Anonymous
Anonymous
Keith & Renae Boyum
Glenna Matthews
William A. Lawrence & Jeffrey L. Stuckhardt
Jeffrey Benedick & Duane Vajgrt, MD
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Diversity & Inclusion Book Club
starts October 4

Diversity & Inclusion Dinners Return!

Hi, Book Lovers!
Please join us for Diversity
and Inclusion’s Book Club!
This book club meets on Tuesdays, 9:00 - 10:15 a.m., only
on Zoom.
Starting Tuesday, October 4,
we will begin discussion of
the book Finding Latinx: In
Search of the Voices Redefining Latino Identity by Paola
Ramos. This book’s back cover
description states: “Drawing
on intensive field research as well as her own personal
story, Ramos chronicles how “Latinx” has given rise to a
sense of collectivity and solidarity among Latinos unseen
in this country for decades. A vital and inspiring work of
reportage, Finding Latinx calls on all of us to expand our
understanding of what it means to be Latino and what it
means to be American.”

Diversity & Inclusion dinners returned on Saturday, Sept.
17, when we visited Chili Chutney, an Afghan restaurant
in Lake Forest, to learn about the Afghan culture and eat
some delicious food. About 14 of us were on hand to
meet Aaron, a friend of the proprietor, who answered
questions about his homeland, religion, family, and beliefs.
We had a lovely dinner and enjoyed wonderful company!
Thanks to Craig & Mary Repp for setting this up. Watch
your e-blasts to learn about upcoming dinners!

Come join us as we explore the term “Latinx” and learn
more about its impact on community from the perspective
of scholar Paola Ramos.

- Photo courtesy of Felicity Figueroa, article by Tricia Aynes

Please contact us if you are interested in participating in
the book club. The D&I Book Club is a safe place for all to
learn and express observations/thoughts. Please join us
and feel free to invite friends.
We will not have a Thursday evening book club discussion
option this Fall.
For more information, please reach out to Terry LePage
terryinirvine@gmail.com, Lesli Mitchell leslimitchellart@
yahoo.com or Jeannette Soumbasakis soumbafam@gmail.
com.
Thank You!

Lesli Mitchell

Co-Chair, Diversity & Inclusion Ministry
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September 20, 2022
Irvine United Congregational Church
Attn: Dr. Sarah Halverson-Cano
4915 Alton Pkwy
Irvine, CA 92604
Dear Dr. Sarah,
Thank you, Irvine United Congregational Church, and your congregational for your generous gift of $75.00
and $255.00 in grocery cards received on 9/19/2022.
With your support, we are providing food assistance and helping our community weather the COVID-19
variants. While the economy improves for many, there are nearly 350,000 individuals each month who
continue to rely on Second Harvest for food. We must keep the momentum going to ensure all are well fed
in Orange County. Above all, we are committed to nourishing everyone in our community who needs help.
Because of the connection between food and physical and mental health, we are committed to providing
fresh and nutrient-rich produce to those we serve. “There’s so much new research that’s showing the link
between healthy eating and an impact on mood, behavior, anxiety and even depression. It’s really exciting
for us in the world of health and prevention to talk about a more holistic approach and about protecting our
children and families.” – Dareen Khatib, Second Harvest Board Member and Administrator of Health and
Wellness at the Orange County Department of Education.
It is only through your support that we can continue to provide dignified, equitable, and consistent access
to nutritious food to those in need in Orange County. On behalf of our Partner Network, Board of Directors,
dedicated volunteers and staff, and all those we serve, we thank you.
With gratitude and hope for a better tomorrow,

Claudia B. Keller
Chief Executive Officer
Due to your support, your name may be listed on materials and/or our giving wall in recognition of your gift. If you would like to remain
anonymous, and have not already requested to do so, please contact the Development Department at 949-653-2900.
No goods or services were provided in consideration of this gift. Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County is a registered 501(c)(3) Federal
Tax ID: 32-0362611 and all donations are deductible to the extent allowable by law. Please keep this letter for your tax records.

9

IUCC is hosting Family Promise participants Oct. 23-29!
by Sharon Lynn, Mission & Service Ministry

Thank you all for your amazing support of Family Promise
when IUCC hosted a family without housing in June.
Congregation members volunteered to bring evening
meals, stayed overnight, loaned toys, and shopped for
breakfast/lunch items. We couldn’t have done it without
you!!

You could sign up to:
• Provide a main dish, veggie or salad on a night of your
choice. (Dropping off the food item is fine.)
• Loan toys and games for the children.
• Shop for breakfast and lunch items.
• Be an overnight host. We need one or two people
each night (sleeping on a blowup mattress in either
the library or the youth room OR in your own RV in
the parking lot). The overnight folks will arrive at 7:00
p.m. and leave the following morning at 7:00 a.m.
• Be a dinner host. Arrive at 5:30 p.m., make sure the
tables are ready for our guests, set out the food items,
put all leftovers away, and stay until the overnight
person arrives at 7:00 p.m.

For those of you who do not know, Family Promise of
Orange County is an amazing interfaith organization
helping families experiencing homelessness achieve
housing stability. They partner with local congregations to
house and support families while they provide intensive
case management to get them back on their feet. Through
the amazing efforts of Bil Aulenbach, Family Promise was
able to obtain a shower trailer that can be moved from
church to church. Family Promise also works with donors
to stabilize families, providing counseling, groceries, and
gas gift cards. In addition to their work with current
clients, they focus on maintaining their “graduates” who
have moved to independent housing.

Please sign up on the IUCC website: https://iucc.org/
family-promise
By the middle of October, we should know exactly how
many adults and children will be staying with us. We
expect 2 or 3 families.

IUCC’s Mission & Service Ministry, with the support of the
Ministries and Administrative Boards, will open Plumer
Hall to Family Promise families for a week in October. We
will once again have the support of Tapestry Unitarian
Universalist Congregation, who will be providing meals
for 2 nights out of the week. The Family Promise Shower
Trailer will be on site!

Look for the Mission & Service information table after
church. If you can’t help directly, donations to support
Family Promise can be made through your church offering
(memo: Family Promise). If you donate to IUCC online,
you can indicate Family Promise as the recipient of any
amount you choose.
We hope you will join with us to make our guests feel
welcome and safe at IUCC. The Mission and Service
Ministry is immensely thankful for your support of this
important work to help homeless children and parents.

Please mark October 23 – 30 on your calendar in case
you might like to volunteer! Think about how you can
support this effort.
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2022 OC AIDS Walk
is Sunday, October 22

IUCC All-Church Picnic
on Sunday, October 9

It’s time to sign up for the 2022 OC AIDS Walk!
Photo from an IUCC picnic several years ago

Hello, Past & Future Walkers -The 36th Annual OC AIDS Walk is coming back in person
again this year! We have a new date and venue: Saturday,
October 22 at Mile Square Park in Fountain Valley. This
year’s Walk will include a lively jaunt around the park,
games, live entertainment, food and more: in other words,
a day of fun and fundraising that you won’t want to miss!
All proceeds from the Walk benefit the individuals and
their families impacted by HIV/AIDS in Orange County.
Money raised will support critically important programs
including food pantry, transportation, housing, emergency
financial assistance, mental health counseling, kids & family programs, support groups and HIV education & prevention services.
I know we can once again make IUCC Walk the Walkers the
Number One faith-based team! Here’s the link to sign up
for Team IUCC: https://donate.radianthealthcenters.org/
team/435277. Just register, send out emails to everyone
you know and start bringing in the bucks for this very
worthwhile effort. Invite your friends and family to walk,
too: the more, the merrier!

•
•
•
•

What:
When:
Time:
Where:

IUCC All-Church Picnic
Sunday, October 9
12:00 - 3 p.m.
William R. Mason Park in Irvine

We’re so pleased to bring back this wonderful IUCC tradition: the All-Church Picnic! We’ve reserved a covered
shelter at Mason Park in Irvine which is just steps from the
beautiful lake. There is a $5 entry fee to the park. Come
and bring a dish to share. There will be BBQ and games for
kids. See you there!

10/25
10/28
10/8
10/27
10/8
10/19
10/8
So, put on your walking shoes and get ready to work up a
10/28
sweat for a great cause at the 2022 OC AIDS Walk!!
10/7
10/25
Peace,
10/17
Felicity Figueroa, IUCC AWOC Captain
10/10
she/her/hers
10/11
949-280-3165
10/22
10/3
Facebook event page:
10/7
https://www.facebook.com/events/423295919669083
10/11
Sign-up/donation page for Team IUCC:
10/14
https://donate.radianthealthcenters.org/team/435277
10/24
11 10/12

Jean Arce
Bil Aulenbach
Judy Bateman
Steve Bernstein
Renae Boyum
Ryan Brady
Martin Bui
Torrey Capobianco
Brandon Chu
James Claycomb
Lauren Dobbert
Rowan Elliott
Marc Fitch
Adam Furtado
Nanna Gailiun
Laurie Gaskill
Skip Gaskill
Amy Henry
Lauren Henry
Kyler Johnson

10/23
10/2
10/10
10/4
10/27
10/8
10/26
10/28
10/19
10/27
10/21
10/20
10/4
10/24
10/17
10/15
10/29
10/24
10/15

Steve King
Peter Lowry
Don Mansell
Melanie McDonald
Peyton Nessler
Brian Osborne
Brian PearcySchofield
Penny Portillo
Becky Roach
Susan Sayre
David Schofield
Dave Smith
Michelle Stover
Craig Tyrl
Dale Vaughan
Tiffany Wilding
Heidi Willcox
Glenda Wyant
Allie Zane

Ministry with Young People
Info and photos provided by Lauren Louie, Myrna Bohan, and Martha Mecartney

MYPers help out Hospitality Chair (Extraordinaire)
Alex Ingal decorate the snack table for fall.

IUCC Children’s Chorus returns!

Our IUCC children’s chorus begins October 2 at the end of
Sunday School, led by Ms. Wendy and Interns & Friends,
coordinated by Ms. Martha Mecartney. This will run from
10:25-10:40, so parents will have 10 minutes of adult
coffee hour. Please pick up children at 10:40 in Plumer
Hall. This youth choir will sing carols during the Sundays in
Advent. This will be fun as well as educational!

Upcoming Events
Oct 8-9th - Fall Fun for All Pod Camping & Apple Pie Day
at Pilgrim Pines
Outdoor camping activities at Pilgrim Pines Camp - single
day or overnight camp

For Labor Day, MYP honored many kinds of
laborers - we asked them to think of a job or
type of work for each letter of the alphabet.
We didn’t forget the many kinds of labor done
that may not be for pay (such as at home)! How
many can you get?

Oct 9th - IUCC Picnic at Mason Park, 12:00 pm
All ages are invited to attend for food, fun, and games!
October 30th - Trunk or Treat - IUCC parking lot, after
both services
Kids & young at heart alike - come dress up & trick or treat
at decorated car trunks/bikes/parking spots.
November 18 - Thanksgiving Service with University
Synagogue at IUCC
IUCC & University Synagogue come for a special service
of gratitude, a choir team up, and a riveting thought
provoking talk. Child care will be provided!
Save the Dates
• Dec 3rd - Advent Workshop, Chili Cook off, Concert
• Dec 18th - Christmas Pageant
• Dec 24th - Christmas Eve Afternoon Family Service
& Nighttime Candlelight Service
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Ms. Martha teaches the Parable of the Lost
Sheep & other animal Bible stories to teach God’s
love for people and animals alike.

Come to “Trunk or Treat” and/or Sign Up to Decorate a Space!

Sunday, Oct 30
Between Services and After Second Service
IUCC Parking Lot
Kids & young-at-heart are invited to come in costume and go
trick-or-treating to various decorated car trunks, bikes, scooters,
& spots! Volunteers can offer treats and decorate!
Volunteers choose the kinds of items they distribute (candy,
small toys) and should plan for about 30 visitors.
Allergy friendly items are especially welcome!
Decorate your trunks/baskets/spots as if they are your home
during Halloween.
Please contact Lauren (LLouie735@gmail.com) or other MYP
leaders with any Trunk or Treat questions!
Trunk or Treat is a cherished tradition at IUCC! Check out these
fun photos from last year’s Trunk or Treat!
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The Early Childhood Center
by Linda Heath, Chair of the Childcare Center Committee

Ever thought about that long
building behind the coffee hour
tables? The one to which the
beautiful sails are attached? That
is the Early Childhood Center
(ECC) or better known as the
preschool. I am Linda Heath, the
Chair of the Childcare Center
Committee (CCC), and I thought it
important to let the congregation
know about the program that is
such an integral part of the church.

frequently because the ECC takes care of these needs and
eliminates this chore at home.
The winter quarter finds a new class at ECC. There is now
a toddler program for children 18 months to 2 and a half.
This program not only delivers a nurturing environment
but also potty training. Now, when potty training is started,
it is supported during the week at school and on weekends
by parents. This is definitely school and home working
hand-in-hand – maybe this is where it starts.
The new school year began on September 1st. A balloon
arch and signs greeted
students and parents to start
the year in a bright and fun
way. Check out the website to
see pictures. Our children still
wear masks during the day.
Since the school restarted
during the Pandemic, parents
have not been allowed inside.
However, now that young
children are vaccinated,
parents are being invited
inside again making the
new school year even more
exciting for everyone.

Currently the preschool
houses about 42 children
from 18 months to five years
old. Our licensing limit is 61.
The program offers a variety
of schedules to meet parent
needs. The full-time program
runs from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Friday. A
half-day program is available
from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
This schedule was very
popular when parents were
working at home during the
Pandemic. There are also 2- and 3-day programs. All these
choices offer parents a schedule best for their child.

October will offer parents a couple events at the school.
On October 19, they are invited to attend Back to School
Night. Here they will learn what the goals for their child’s
age level class will be. They can ask questions of the
teacher and look at the developmental actives offered.
Then on Monday, October 31, Trunk or Treat will provide
these young students with fun and treats. If you participate
in Trunk or Treat on Sunday, come back on Monday and
see all the small witches and goblins. It is worth the effort
and will make Halloween a bright spot in your week!

If socialization is sought for a young child, perhaps 2 or 3
half-days will meet those needs. If a parent works parttime or works at home a few days a week, 2 or 3 full days
would work well. And of course, full-time working parents
need a safe and nurturing place to care for their children.
A variety of schedule choices is not the only advantage
provided by the ECC.
When parents drop their child at that early hour, it
is reassuring to know that they will receive a healthy
breakfast prepared on campus by Miss Marta. A hot lunch
is served midday to ensure the children eat nutritiously
for the afternoon ahead of them. For full-day students, a
snack is served after nap time. Parents select our program

I hope this overview of the preschool spikes your interest
in this very special part of the offerings of IUCC. It is an
important part of the church culture, not only financially,
but as a service to the community.
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Grandma Gladys
by Vivian Elaine Johnson
Gladys Johnson, my mother-inlaw, provided us with many laughs.
One time she informed us that
her daughter had just moved into
a condom (condo). Another time
when her son told her that her room
smelled of poop, she replied, “What
of it?”
The last decade of her life, Gladys
lived in Minneapolis, Minnesota, in
an assisted living facility. We lived in California. Since both
she and my husband George were hard of hearing, their
telephone conversations were remarkably loud. During
such conversations, I could hear her voice clear across the
room and even from outside on our patio. If she called
when we were gone, she didn’t like using the “new-fangled
contraption” called an answering machine. The loud
recorded message we received was: “Call your mother!
Call your mother! Call your mother!” Consistently, it was
stated three times and always in a commanding voice that
could have belonged to an archbishop.
A visit from Grandma Johnson was always memorable.
From the moment we’d spot her walking from the plane,
we noted that she carried a shopping bag of refrigerator
leftovers in one hand, and a bag of religious pamphlets in
the other. Inevitably, the next morning we found a trail of
flour leading from the kitchen to the bathroom, plus a flour
coating on most doorknobs, a clue that she was making
cinnamon rolls, her specialty. In the kitchen all cupboard
doors stood open like yawning mouths.
“Praise the Lord,” Grandma greeted us, not looking up. She
was seated at the table, one eye on the oven, the other
on the Book of Revelation that she was reading from the
tattered-edged Bible laying before her. The radio blared
an old gospel song, “Count your many blessings, name
them one by one,” a sure sign that she was tuned into her
favorite religious station. Our eyes went to the pan of her
cinnamon, powdered-sugar-frosted rolls cooling on the
counter, tempting our family beyond control. We devoured
them by noon.

said I have my very own guardian angel! How come you
never told me that?” I was guilty all right. Actually, I wasn’t
positive that she had her own angel. But Grandma was.
No one would question her authority on such issues. If
Grandma said Joy had an angel, she did!
With her thick hair braided and rolled into a bun and
ample round body, Grandma was a devout Christian who
was known for praying over the telephone with friends
and relatives. She was called a prayer warrior, and was
often consulted when someone had an urgent need. “Have
Gladys pray for you,” meant it was a serious situation. At
family reunions, she sat before us with closed eyes and
mesmerized children and adults by extending one arm and
slowly moving her arm in an arc over the entire group, not
saying a word. After having our rapt attention, she began
to pray. . . and pray. . . and pray. Children and people
recently married into the family sat stunned, their eyes
widened like that of an owl.
One could say that Gladys thoroughly exposed folks to
the Lord. She was very sincere in her commitment to save
souls, often handing out religious tracts to whomever
crossed her path. (One was titled “Rats in the Beer Vats.”
I’m not sure it dissuaded beer-drinking.) Her letters
to family members always included Bible verses and
admonitions to follow Jesus. At one point, she shared that
she had an experience with the Holy Spirit that resulted in
her ability to speak in tongues. It sounded like gibberish to
us, but it was a meaningful spiritual experience for her.
One day Grandma Gladys didn’t appear for breakfast in
the dining room of the assisted living facility, and a staff
member went to check on her. Grandma wasn’t feeling
well and had gone to bed to rest. Concerned, the staff
member reached for the phone to dial 911. Grandma
grabbed her arm and said, “No. Let me go.” She died in her
own bed shortly afterwards. She was 101 years old.
The day after Grandma died, her grandchildren and great
grandchildren received a letter from her. It apparently had
been mailed a couple days before her death.
I am now 101 years old. September 9, 1902 I was
born. I have experienced many wonderful years of
God’s protection over me. God is so good! Now I am
looking forward to my heavenly home, and to meet
and enjoy Jesus there. I have a special message for you
in this letter. Keep praying for God’s help every day!
Even every minute! God answers prayer! You will be
surprised with how God answers prayer!

One evening, Grandma offered to tuck our five-year-old
daughter into bed. Sounds of talking and singing emerged
from Joy’s room. The next morning, while pouring Cheerios
This unique, remarkable, loving, yet sometimes frustrating
into bowls, I looked up as Joy entered the kitchen. She
woman was mourned by many. One thing we never
stood in her pink footie pajamas, hands on hips, and said
with a voice that oozed indignation, “Mama! Grandma 15 doubted -- we knew she was praying for us.

“The Willow Tree & Me” is now available!
Dear Friends,
I’m pleased to announce that my new book, The Willow Tree
and Me, is now available. This memoir focuses on the value of
resilience and flexibility as we walk this adventure called life.
Reviews are very encouraging:
“Vivian Johnson has written a memoir in which all the raw
reality of a human life is disclosed. This disclosure bears all of
Vivian’s characteristic markings of honesty and tenderness.
This articulation of her life lets us in on her resilience and
her gratitude, her deep love for her family, and her resolve to live her own life with
freedom and gladness. I found myself comforted and energized by reading this most
compelling self-announcement.”
—Walter Brueggemann, author of Prophetic Imagination and Money and Possessions
“The Willow Tree and Me is a graceful and engaging memoir that embraces the reader
like a warm hug. With stories both heartbreaking and joyous, the author invites us to join her on a journey of discovery as she finds the courage and strength to heal from anger and carve out a life of meaning and purpose. This lovely,
generous-spirited soul offers us a beautifully written, deeply personal narrative of a life filled with gentle good humor,
empathy, and resilience. It is a gem, and she is a treasure.”
—Tricia Aynes, retired attorney and Moderator, Irvine United Congregational Church
The Willow Tree and Me is available from Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and local bookstores. You may purchase multiple
copies at a discount through me. I am available for book signings, interviews, presentations, and Q&As. I can be reached
by email at vivianelaine0@gmail.com and by phone at 760-522-8494.
A big thank-you to those who purchased my previous book, Love in a Time of Crisis: A Message of Hope for Caregivers
and Others. There are some remaining copies for purchase either through Amazon or me. If you desire copies for a book
club or support group, a study guide is available. Please tell a friend about The Willow Tree and Me!
With gratitude and joy,

Vivian Elaine (Mattson) Johnson

SAVE THE DATE!
Sunday, October 23, 2022
From the Editor:
Beloved IUCC member and author Vivian Elaine Johnson will be collaborating with
Pastor Sarah in a warm and engaging sermon at both worship services on October 23
and will be available for a book celebration/signing afterwards. Longtime readers will
recall that Vivian has been writing delightful, heartfelt, and poignant articles for this
newsletter for many years. Don’t miss this opportunity to acquire your very own copy
of her latest book and have it personally signed by your friend and author!
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A Big Honor for Pastor Sarah!

Ballot Forum Draws a Crowd!

Thanks so much to the IUCC Advocates for Peace &
Justice, who provided a very informative forum after
second service on October 2 to discuss the 2022 Fall
Ballot Measures. These ballot forums are always well
attended, and this one was no exception. We had to
bring out extra chairs to accomodate a second row of
participants (not pictured in photo above) to seat the
28 attendees!

CONGRATULATIONS to Pastor Sarah, who was selected to
receive the Wilkinson College Alumni of the year award
from her alma mater Chapman University!

Did You Know?
Amnesty International Irvine meets
at IUCC!

Keith Boyum (at left)
served as facilitator, while
Felicity Figueroa and Dave
Smith (pictured below)
provided valuable insights
on the pros and cons of
each measure.

Amnesty International Irvine, Group #178 (the only active
AI group in Orange County) meets every last Tuesday of
the month at 7:30 p.m. at IUCC. Join us to sign letters to
government officials around the world demanding the
release of political prisoners and incarcerated activists. All
are welcome…and there are always snacks!!
- Photo and caption by Felicity Figueroa
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Christian Leadership in a Nutshell
by Dr. Eduardo Jesús Arismendi-Pardi, Adult Education Ministry and Diversity & Inclusion Ministry

Transitions and leadership are two
concepts that are part of the human
experience and of the journey of
life (see my IUCC December 2021
Newsletter article entitled Thoughts
about Transition as a Rite of
Passage: A spiritual perspective as
we anticipate the end of 2021 and
the beginning of 2022).

joyful experiences available as sources of understanding
for those whom we serve or minister to. In essence, a
Christian leader is akin to an artist who can bind together
many people by the courageous act of giving expression to
one’s most personal concerns.
Faith
From the perspective of Faith, Christian leaders are
not leaders because they announce new ideas or try
to convince others of their worth. They are leaders
because they face issues and difficulties with eyes full of
expectation in tandem with expertise to take away the
veil that covers the hidden potential, while acting against
hegemony and oppression. Christian leaders are called to
ministry to express that in the service of others new life
can be brought about. Being of service gives clarity and
sight to see the flowers breaking through the cracks in the
streets and ears to hear a word of forgiveness that has
been silenced by hatred and hostility. Being of service is
about acting justly, loving mercy and walking humbly with
God (cf. Micah 6:8).

Sometimes it takes time to get accustomed to changes,
and successful changes, in my view, are rooted in the
concept of leadership. One can read literature about
leadership or even pursue graduate studies in leadership.
In thinking about the concept of leadership, it occurred to
me that in my experience I had not really encountered the
concept of leadership from a progressive Christian lens.
In my discernment about this construct, I discovered that
Christian Leadership is grounded in three basic principles:
(a) Personal Concern, (b) Faith, and (c) Hope. The principle
of Personal Concern is grounded in giving our lives for
others and this is not about substitutionary atonement
theology (i.e., Jesus died for my sins), but rather about
service as a way of life which is giving our lives for others
less fortunate than we are. The principle of Faith is rooted
in the value and meaning of life even when we experience
periods of darkness in our respective journeys. The
principle of Hope is about looking at tomorrow and what
lies ahead and it is rooted in the words “… weeping may
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning” (Psalm
30:5, KJV).

Hope
From the perspective of Hope, Christian leaders are people
whose strength is not based on self-confidence derived
from their own personalities or specific expectations for
the future. Christian leaders derive confidence on a divine
promise given to each of us. Such divine promise is what
inspired Moses to lead his people out of slavery. In other
words, hope is the guiding motive for any progressive
Christian who keeps pointing to new life even in the face
of corruption. The principle of Hope allows Christian
leaders to stretch far beyond the limitations of their own
psychological strength. The principle of Hope allows us
to be free from clinging to what we have and frees us to
move away from our safe places and enter unknown and
feared territory.

Personal Concern
The beginning and the end of all Christian leadership
from the perspective of Personal Concern rests upon the
metaphorical interpretation of the words “giving life for
others.” This means thinking about how the martyrdom
of the historical Jesus can empower us to be willing to cry
with others in their sorrows and misfortunes and to act
against injustice. Personal Concern calls us to also laugh
with those who laugh and to make our own painful and

Finally, Christian leadership in a nutshell cannot be
accomplished without service and it is only achievable by
practicing the true meaning of Agape (Aγάπη).
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Celebrating Easter All Year Long
by The Reverend Doctor Jerry von Talge
Member, Diversity & Inclusion Ministry and Member, Advocates for Peace & Justice Ministry

Easter is a present reality, not an event
back in history
In his book Unbelievable, Bishop John
Spong says that without Easter there
would be no Christianity. It is the power
of Easter that propels Christianity
forward. What is this power? In his
book, Spong uses Paul Tillich’s theology
that expresses how God is our ground
of being. However, Tillich goes one step further and says
that God is the power behind being. This means that all of
the power behind the universe has a focal point that we
call Easter. This power can overcome the power of death
and all other things that plague humankind’s existence,
including volcanos and tsunamis.

Metaphor and the Survival of Christianity
Spong has said that Christianity must change or die. In
the age of modern science, a three-story universe and a
God who is an anthropomorphic projection (a man in the
sky) no longer speaks to most people. Christianity must
first recreate its theology and Christology, and then must
figure out how to communicate these beliefs to the world
in a way that can strike a responsive chord in people.
Metaphor re-languaged has the best chance of embracing
the resurrection that thrust Christianity forward.
Ancient Greeks found myth to be very powerful. Modern
day employment of myth could be helpful. It is important
to remember that myth does not mean untruth. To the
contrary, myth can contain deeper truth than can literal
statements of truth.

Celebrating Easter Is Celebrating Life
We celebrate Easter once every year, but Easter should be
celebrated every Sunday. It should be celebrated every day
because it is the big pivotal point within the power of the
universe that breaks into the life of humankind, releasing
us from all kinds of bondage, including death and the
consequences of our bad behavior.

The Easter Metaphor is Ultimately an Expression of Hope
Knowing that God’s love is ultimately in control gives us
comfort and hope. This does not mean, however, that God
comes down from a three-tier universe and interferes with
natural functioning.
The Imperative to be an Easter Church
We have a double spiritual imperative to be an Easter
church, expressing God’s love in myriad ways. The first
imperative is from God, as seen in Jesus’s life and death/
resurrection. The second imperative is from the necessity
for Christianity to survive, as Spong has called for. We must
celebrate Easter every Sunday.

The Easter Cross is a Metaphor
Fundamentalist Christians believe that we are saved by the
blood of Christ. A local mega church subtly requires all of
its members to believe in this religious formula for life after
death. We are progressive Christians who do not believe
that we are saved by any blood or by any event. We are
not tied to historicity to validate our belief in Easter.

The Need for an Easter Theology
Spong is correct in saying that Christianity must change
or die. We have seen a drastic drop in church attendance.
He also says that we must change our theology and
Christology, and re-language these beliefs so that the ideas
are appealing in this modern scientific age. This process is
not a one-time thing, but rather an ongoing process. We
will need to continually calibrate our faith and find new
ways to express that faith to the broader community. The
best way to express our faith is through our actions in the
community - actions that demonstrate God’s agape love.

The Power of Metaphor
Metaphor can convey a much deeper, more profound
power than any event in history. This is not to say that
events can’t be very powerful. Metaphor transcends the
power of events and provides a much richer meaning. Also,
knowledge of the historical Jesus is scant; we know very
little. Historical validation is lacking (this is not to say that
the search for a historical Jesus is not only worthwhile, but
extremely helpful in enabling us to develop a Christology).
It was Mary Magdalene’s sharing of the resurrection
experience with the disciples that powered the growth of
Christianity. It is incredible to think that the life and death
of one man could generate a movement that has reached
the proportions it has today.
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Predicting the Oscar - 2022 Toronto Film Festival
by Keith Dillon
With the closing of the Toronto
Film Festival on September 18th,
most, though certainly not all,
of this year’s Oscar-worthy films
have arrived. With their arrival
comes the usual predictions,
prognostications, and prophecies,
most of which will sound like so
much flatulence soon enough.

7. Walk Up (Hong Sangsoo) An odd, yet wonderful
dream piece about the Covid pandemic. A trailer
is available on YouTube. If you haven’t already,
introduce yourself to the cinema of South Korea.
Trust me.
8. Women Talking (Sarah Polley) A group of Mennonite
women share the terrors and occasional joys of their
lives together. Ms. Polley teams up with Rooney
Mara, Claire Foy, Frances McDormand, Jessie Buckley
and Ben Whishaw.
9. Wendall & Wild (Henry Selick) An animated horror
comedy about two demons breaking into the Land of
the Living. It stars former partners Jordan Peele and
Keegan-Michael Key.
10. The Fabelmans (Stephen Spielberg) The one they’ve
waited for all year. A story about a young boy named
Sammy Fabelman; appears to be at least somewhat
autobiographical. It also appears to be Spielberg’s
valedictory.

Therefore, to stay above the prophetic storm, all I offer
today is the usual list of the films that made tongues
wag in Toronto this year. As always, I haven’t seen any
of these films yet so, instead of predictions, I offer mere
gossip. I must say, however, that I’m noticing that some
of these titles are already available, both online and at
the multiplex, so keep your eyes peeled. Enjoy.
1. Alice, Darling (Mary Nighy) A thriller about a young
woman who disappears on vacation. Stars Anna
Kendrick. The director is actor Bill Nighy’s daughter
Mary.
2. Roost (Amy Redford) A mother/daughter
relationship explodes over an internet romance.
Amy is Robert’s daughter; I’m sensing a pattern
here.
3. Glass Onion (Rian Johnson) Oh boy, I’m salivating.
Another of Rian Johnson’s absurdly funny family
murders. Coming soon to a Netflix near you.
4. Raymond & Ray (Rodrigo Garcia) Ethan Hawke
and Ewan MacGregor play two estranged brothers
seeking to rekindle their relationship after the death
of their father. Currently available on Apple TV+,
unfortunately.
5. The Woman King (Gina Prince-Bythewood) Already
out there, as you know. Directed by Gina PrinceBythewood, the director of such films as The Secret
Life of Bess and Beyond the Lights. Lots of Oscar
chatter, so far.
6. The Lost King (Stephen Frears) An historical fantasia
suggested by the discovery of Richard III’s bones in
a Leicester car park. Stars Sally Hawkins and Steve
Coogan. Oscar rumors buzzing.

Bonus Word Game:
How many words can you find in the title of Billy Wilder’s
Some Like It Hot?
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