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Photos from our “Cocktails & Mocktails Under the Sails” event on Aug. 25!
With heartfelt thanks to our “bartenders” Debra Banwell & Harley Gimarino, who created some wonderful drinks, and
our fabulous Membership Ministry, who sponsored the event. About 30 people attended and had a great time!

Photos courtesy of Tricia Aynes
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From the Senior Pastor
by the Rev. Dr. Sarah Halverson-Cano, Senior Pastor
So, while it’s coming a little late - it feels like the perfect
time to celebrate what we’ve come through in the last
several years as we look to our future together! Our
interim conference minister will join us to preach on
September 11th at 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. when our
choir makes its return! Then at 3 p.m. we’ll gather as a
church family along with the wider church and interfaith
friends and our community to celebrate IUCC! I’m looking
forward to welcoming back our pastors emeriti: the Rev.
Fred Plumer and the Rev. Dr. Paul Tellstrom. As you know,
Pastor Fred was my pastor, so it means so much to me to
have him as our featured preacher that afternoon! Then
stay after the service for the reception with live music, a
short program, a toast and dinner! It will be a fabulous day
to celebrate our ministry together!

What a summer! I am overwhelmed
with gratitude as I reflect upon this
past season. Whether it was gathering
under the sails (and all of the delightful
conversations that ensued while we
broke bread and built friendships),
afternoons with Rev. Jerry waxing
philosophical as we discussed
existentialism and its relationship with
progressive Christianity, or the phenomenal summer
series and all the joy that exuded from our exploration of
the Gospel on Broadway– it was a summer to celebrate
community here at IUCC!
I have to admit I’m sad to see it go. However, I am
consoled knowing that we have an exciting September
to look forward to with lots of opportunities to celebrate
together. We’ll begin the month with Labor in the Pulpit
as we welcome hotel workers and friends from Clergy and
Laity United for Economic Justice (CLUE) to learn how we
can support workers in our community.

The fun doesn’t stop there! Mark your calendars for
September 25 for our Blessing of the Animals! We’ll reflect
upon God’s creation in our morning services and then at
3 p.m. outside the sanctuary we’ll hold a Blessing of the
Animals. We invite you to bring your pets of all kinds to be
blessed! There will also be a time for remembrance as we
memorialize pets who have died in the last year. This is a
fun and very special service. I hope you’ll invite friends to
join us.

Then on September 11th we will celebrate our church
and the decision you made over 2 years ago to call me as
your pastor when we finally hold the official installation
service. The pandemic made us wait to celebrate, but
perhaps it means more now that we’ve shared in two years
of challenging ministry together. Sometimes I still can’t
believe that we began our journey exclusively online and
didn’t get to worship together until over 6 months later!
We’ve certainly felt the effects of the pandemic (and if any
of us had a choice we wouldn’t have begun our ministry
this way), but at the same time, I’m grateful that despite
what the world threw at us, we have been intentional
about creating community and developing relationships,
and doing and being church in new and creative ways.
I truly believe that our ability to adapt, and lean into
creativity, to try new things even when change is hard and
sometimes scary, will ultimately serve us. The pandemic
certainly shook our worlds, and the truth is we’re still
adjusting to how we do ministry together and what it will
look like into our future, but I’m excited about where we
are now, how we’ve journeyed together in challenging
times, and the opportunities before us as we continue to
explore and create together as the Spirit leads us onward.

Finally, as we contemplate the results of the survey, we
are going to be engaging in several worship exploration
conversations as we imagine what a contemporary service
might look like. We invite you to join us for one of the
following options, all on Zoom (please look for the link in
weekly eblasts):
•
•
•

Monday, September 12, at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, September 14, at 7 p.m., or
Monday, September 19, at 4 p.m.

I look forward to what September will bring us as we
continue to celebrate our progressive community of faith
and respond to the Spirit’s stirring among us!
In gratitude,

Pastor Sarah
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to bounce back from the pandemic and grow again. I’ve
spoken with several of these folks and found them to be
friendly and delightful. I hope you will make a point of introducing yourself and welcoming them!

From the Moderator
by Tricia Aynes

Comma Groups will be forming in September and October.
These small groups provide a wonderful opportunity to socialize with fellow congregants and get to know each other
on a deeper level. They usually meet monthly (either on
campus or in someone’s home) and involve sharing a meal
and engaging in a discussion around a chosen curriculum.
Now that Steve has retired, the Membership Ministry will
be assuming responsibility for recruiting leaders and forming groups. See page 8 to learn how you can sign up to be
a leader or join a group.

It’s hard to put into words how much
I’m looking forward to September. My
long-awaited and much hoped-for second
grandson will be born! We had a “Baby
Sprinkle” party last month (yes, that’s
a thing now – it’s what they call a baby
shower for a second child), and all is in
readiness for little Luke’s arrival - or at
least as much in readiness as possible!
There are a lot of variables to consider, after all. Daughter
Mira, her husband Jeff, and our 6-year-old grandson Blake
are all eagerly awaiting the new arrival. We’re hoping for
an easy, low-drama birth followed by a delightful bouncing
baby boy. We’ll see how that works out. Please keep our
little family in your prayers.

Congregational Survey: Thank you to everyone who participated in the Congregational Survey this past summer.
Great effort was taken to ensure that the survey was clear
and unbiased, and congregants were provided with numerous opportunities to participate. The survey was intended
to inform church leaders and provide a snapshot of how
folks felt at that moment in time. Daniel and I wrote a synopsis of the results in a letter to the congregation that was
included in the August newsletter. In response to that letter, one of our members requested more detailed information, and we were happy to provide the raw data in a special e-blast that went out in mid-August. I hope you had
a chance to review it. These are challenging times, and
your continued grace, kindness, and generosity of spirit are
much appreciated as we do our best to make wise choices
for the safety and future of our beloved congregation.

Pastoral Installation: Another big September event will
be happening right here at IUCC, and YOU can be a part of
it! We’ve been “living with” Pastor Sarah for nearly two
years now, and now we’re finally getting married! That’s
the joke anyway :). Please join us at 3 p.m. on Sunday,
September 11, for this joyful rite of the church where a
minister is officially placed into her role as pastor of a congregation. It is a coming-together service that celebrates
and acknowledges this new relationship. The installation
includes the members of the congregation, honored guests
from the conference, and clergy from across the region. It
is a welcoming ceremony to recognize the pastor’s calling,
acknowledge her duties and responsibilities, and commemorate a new chapter in the life of the congregation.

Looking forward to October: Please mark your calendar
now so you don’t miss the following events (some of which
are still tentative, so watch your e-blasts for updates):

We’re excited to welcome back beloved former UCC pastors emeriti the Rev. Dr. Paul Tellstrom and the Rev. Fred
Plumer, as well as the Rev. Steve Swope (who served as
Interim Pastor between the two). Pastor Fred Plumer
will preach at this special service. All IUCC members and
guests are cordially invited to attend!

•

•

Homemade Ice Cream Social & No Talent, Talent Show
Another exciting event will happen on September 24 when
we’ll gather for this fun-filled evening with delicious desserts and entertainment (see event details on page 11).
Thanks to Robinmarie McClement and our Fellowship Ministry for planning this wonderful night of good food, good
company, and laughter.
We were thrilled to welcome SEVEN new members on
August 21! You can see their photos and read about them
on pages 5-7. It’s heartening to know that we are starting

•
•

Ballot Review on October 2 after second service. Join
Keith Boyum and the Advocates for Peace & Justice as
they provide us with an unbiased and clear explanation
of the measures on the November ballot (see page 9
for more info).
IUCC All-Church Picnic on October 9 from 12-3 at Mason Park. This will be a potluck and BBQ with games
and great fellowship.
AIDS Walk on October 22 at Mile Square Park in Fountain Valley. Learn how you can sign up for our IUCC
Walk Team or donate on page 12.
Trunk-or-Treat on October 30. This is a congregational
favorite, as kids of all ages (including adults!) dress up
and have fun visiting various car trunks for goodies.
In hope & optimism,
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Tricia

Seven new members joined on August 21!

Doug Olson

Efren Ramirez & Diana Vickers

Maria Carrillo

We are so thrilled to
welcome these new
members! To help us
get acquainted with
them, we asked if
they’d be willing to
tell us their stories in
their own words. The
first five stories are
featured on the next
few pages. Stay tuned
for the next two stories
(and maybe more!) in
the October issue of
this newsletter!
Doreen O’Leary
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Chenda Chhi (L) & Emily Smead (R)

Diana Vickers

Emily Smead

I grew up in Irvine and currently live
in North Tustin with my husband,
Efren, and two daughters, Amelie
(10) & Elena (7). We have been
attending IUCC since June &
are so happy to have found this
community. I grew up without
religion and have identified as both
atheist and agnostic at different
times of my life. I have also held a
negative view of Christianity up until I learned about IUCC
and open & affirming churches. A search for “progressive
churches” and a desire to find a community that is
dedicated to working for equality, inclusion, and justice is
what lead me here.

Hi! I live in San Juan Capistrano
and moved here with my mom
from the Bay Area about 2½ years
ago. I grew up in the Bay Area until
I was about 14, when I moved to
Idaho. I was an atheist for most
of my life, though my experiences
among Christian communities
in Idaho made me more openminded toward faith.
My biggest interest in life is philosophy, and in 2020 after
a long period of questioning my worldview, I came to the
conclusion that I wanted to live by both Christian and
progressive values, with a Christian faith in my heart. I
wanted to find a progressive church to aid me in building
my new relationship with God and my community,
and I found IUCC online. I love how accepting and
compassionate our church is, and the effort that is made
to structure it from the bottom up!

In many ways, this is my initial introduction to religion
and God as a positive concept and way of life. I’m excited
to learn more about Christianity and other aspects of
religion, philosophy and broadening my understanding of
life. I’m also excited for my kids to be a part of the IUCC
community. It’s been a gift to attend Sunday services,
learn from Pastor Sarah and the other members of the
congregation, and enjoy the amazing music. I look forward
to getting to know more people in the IUCC family and
becoming more involved and giving back.

Doreen O’Leary

I grew up in Pacific Palisades and
met my husband in graduate
school at UCLA. When our three
sons were very young, we moved
to Connecticut, where we were
active members of the UCC in
New Canaan. For many years, my
husband commuted into NYC, and
I worked as an elementary school
teacher and administrator. Our sons attended college on
the east coast and then settled in Boston, Laguna Beach,
and Brooklyn with their partners.

Maria Carrillo

I grew up in an agricultural
community of about five thousand
people in Ventura County, the
oldest of three. My parents were
born and raised in Mexico. My
father was a field laborer who also
owned and operated a little cafe on
the weekends. My mother was a
homemaker until the final 2.5 years
of her life when she went to work
for a lingerie company, which thankfully offered health
insurance. When she was diagnosed with stage 4 breast
cancer in 1969, the insurance paid for all of her treatment
until her passing in 1971. Both of my parents were very
strong Catholics, attending Mass weekly. Often my mom
went during the week when she could.

When my husband died three years ago, I returned to
CA and now work as principal of an elementary school
in Cypress, CA. I love spending time with my son and
daughter-in-law in Laguna, and I’ve also reconnected with
old friends in L.A. I enjoy music and books, and I’m eager
to become part of the IUCC community.

Doug Olson

I am a long-time resident of
Woodbridge. Last summer
I decided I wanted to find a
neighborhood church to attend.
I attended IUCC. and found the
service meaningful and the
people friendly. I have enjoyed
participating in the Tuesday Bible
Study. My favorite Bible passage is
Isaiah 58:6-7 - The True Fast.

As first generation Americans, my sister, brother and I were
quite obedient and also attended Mass weekly. Our priest
stuttered, and I often found myself tuning out his sermons
for lack of understanding him. Eventually, a Spanish
speaking priest came to St. Francis of Assisi Catholic
Church and we began attending that Mass at 7:00 a.m.
Unfortunately, the damage was done and I found myself
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Maria Carrillo bio continued on page 7

Maria Carrillo bio continued from page 6
day-dreaming more often than not. While still at home, I
attended Mass out of obligation, habit and guilt, but had
not made a true commitment/connection to the religion. I
will say, however, that it did provide a foundation about
belief in Jesus and God.
My mother died following my first quarter at UC Irvine
(which is how I landed in Orange County). I was troubled
and became very angry at God, blaming Him for her death.
At age 21, I renounced any sort of religion for the next 35
years. In my late 50s, a friend introduced me to a Korean
based yoga, where I/we made strong connections to
feeling energy and its healing abilities. My mind opened
up to the possibility of spirituality. Over the next 10 years,
I came to believe in the power of the Universe.
In 2020, my wife died by suicide. I was an emotional mess.
The same friend who introduced me to yoga contacted
me about a “step study” she was involved in through a
church. I was open to anything at that point. I began what
I can only describe as an AA program for Christians. I was
initially reluctant because all of the members introduced
themselves as “grateful believers in Jesus Christ.” Hummm,
but I reminded myself that my friend would never lead me
to danger, so I trusted her and completed the 13 month
program in February 2022. Along the way, my heart
opened and I became a grateful believer in Jesus Christ.
I was looking for a church that was open to me, a lesbian.
There were issues with the church that provided the step
study and I didn’t completely fit in. I read an article in the
OC Register about how IUCC had applied for funds to beef
up security due to threats from the public because of its
open and affirming status. I attended the first Sunday in
March 2022 and have continued to attend weekly. I found
my church. It accepts who I am in all of my iterations.
Everyone I have met has been welcoming, friendly, kind
and accepting of others’ beliefs. I expect to be here for
years to come.

Editor’s Note: Special kudos to the amazing Renae Boyum,
who graciously agreed to transfer from chairing the Fund
Development Committee to chairing the Membership
Ministry. Her dynamic personality, passion, and boundless energy have been huge assets in both roles, but her
work with membership has been especially remarkable. I
stand in awe of her ability to engage people and get them
involved. We like to say that “everything she touches turns
to gold,” and it continues to be true! Thanks, Renae!
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“Under the Sails”
by Jim Aynes

We had another enjoyable time
“Under the Sails” with mocktails
and cocktails on August 25. Thanks
to a generous contribution from
Renae and Keith Boyum, the old
wooden patio cover in front of the
Early Childhood Center (preschool)
has been replaced with the modern
artistic covers that look like sails. Well, as a sailor they sort
of look like sails since they are triangular materials that are
suspended from tall posts (like masts) and secured by rope
and metal hardware. The purpose of our new “sails” is to
provide protection and shade. The purpose of a sailboat
sail is to catch the wind and provide propulsion. I have had
good times sailing since I was a teenager. I had great times
sailing Hobie Catamarans and Hobie 33 sloops.
As a sailor, the Church’s “sails” remind me of shade
structures. “Shade Structures Incorporated” was a
company that I was the attorney for and incorporated.
We were living in Lake Forest at Lake 2 and one of my
neighbors, Tony, from South Africa wanted to start a new
business here in California. The products he wanted to sell
were powder-coated steel post structures with a plastic
weave cover, i.e. shade structures. The cover material
was manufactured in South Africa. We participated in the
company and learned everything you would want to know
about shade structures. The shade structures were sold to
restaurants, drive thru food places (like McDonalds - there
was one at Alicia and Trabuco for 25 years), car washes,
golf driving ranges, schools and colleges, and automobile
dealers. The school near us in Mission Viejo still has
“Shade Structures” that the company installed over twenty
years ago. One of the best things the company did was
to have the “Shade Structures” approved by the State of
California for use at schools.
“Shade Structures” main office was in Irvine, but the sales
were all over California and then to other states like Texas.
Eventually the big sales of “Shade Structures” were to
automobile dealers in the hail belt, like Texas, because it
turned out that they were also hail protectors: The hail
would just bounce off the structures. The car dealers could
save large amounts on property insurance if they had the
shade structures. So the company moved to Texas.
I’m sure you’ve seen many “Shade Structures” here in
Orange County. There is one in particular that you may
have noticed when you come to IUCC. There is a good
sized “Shade Structure” covering the play area between
the Early Childhood Center (preschool) and Plumer Hall!

Membership Ministry: Welcome, Invite, Involve!
by Renae Boyum, Membership Ministry Chair

Solstice Under the Sails on June 22

Breakfast Under the Sails on July 30

WELCOME, INVITE, INVOLVE

AND THERE’S MORE TO COME!

Over this past summer, the IUCC Membership Ministry
has been busily working on these three goals for visitors,
friends and members of IUCC! Here’s what we’ve done:

The Membership Ministry will be hosting another
Welcome Luncheon for recent visitors on September 25
at 12:15 p.m. AND we are planning another membership
joining opportunity on October 9. If you’re interested in
either of these, simply RSVP to Pastor Sarah or iucc@iucc.
org. Thank you for all you’ve are doing to welcome, invite,
and involve all who come to IUCC!

WELCOME -• We asked you to wear name tags and you have!
• We’ve ordered countless new and replacement
name tags and they are worn proudly!
• IUCC members and friends have extended an
“extravagant welcome” to the many visitors we’ve
had this summer -- thank you!
INVITE -• We’ve hosted several “welcome” luncheons for
recent visitors to IUCC. These luncheons include
a tour of the campus and conversations over
lunch about how our visitors came to IUCC AND a
discussion of the various programs and ministries
of this vibrant faith community.
• We’ve had 10 of these visitors formally join IUCC
and hopefully share their many gifts and talents
with all of us!
INVOLVE -• We’ve collaborated with other IUCC ministries
to host several social events “under the sails”
--Sipping under the Sails hosted by the Music
Ministry; Summer Solstice under the Sails hosted
by the Women’s’ groups; Breakfast Under the
Sails hosted by the Fellowship Ministry; and
Mocktails and Cocktails under the Sails hosted by
the Membership Ministry (see photos above).
• Thanks to all who participated and relaxed and
built community this summer!

Cocktails & Mocktails Under the Sails
on Aug. 25

COMMA GROUPS FOR 2022-23 ARE HERE!
WHAT ARE COMMA GROUPS?
Comma groups are small groups of around 8 people who
meet once a month from October to April.
WHERE DO COMMA GROUPS MEET?
The groups share a meal and conversation in someone’s
home or perhaps at church or even at a restaurant -- the
groups decides what works best for them.
WHY?
Comma groups are designed for the participants to share
and support one another; to grow relationships with one
another; to have conversations and discussion about topics
that are important to members and friends of IUCC.
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HOW DO I JOIN A COMMA GROUP?
Sign up today at https://www.iucc.org/commagroups/

SAVE THE DATE!
Ballot Forum on October 2nd

“New Beginnings”
Program to Support Afghan Refugees

Ballot Forum on Sunday, October 2, at 12:15 p.m.

Thanks to all of you who donated to help the Afghan family
who left Kabul last August, 2021, and are trying to get established in Orange County. One such family is comprised
of two elderly parents and a 30ish daughter. Because her
parents have medical issues, one having been injured
during their exodus from Kabul, the daughter is their main
caregiver.

They’re back! More propositions for California voters to
puzzle over. For the upcoming November elections, ballots
will invite voters to weigh in on seven proposed measures.
Briefly, these are:
Proposition 1. Would add language protecting abortion
rights to California’s constitution.
Proposition 26. Sports betting on tribal lands.
Proposition 27. Allow online sports betting.
Proposition 28. Would establish minimum funding for arts
and music education in all PK-12 public schools.
Proposition 29. SEIU United Healthcare Workers West –
for the third time in four years – is pushing an initiative to
change private, for-profit kidney dialysis rules.
Proposition 30. Would tack a 1.75% tax increase on
personal income over $2 million and use 45% of the
funds for electric vehicle incentives, 35% for building EV
infrastructure, and 20% for wildfire prevention.
Proposition 31. Tobacco companies are challenging a 2020
law that banned most flavored tobacco products. A “yes”
vote would keep the flavor ban in place, while a “no” vote
is in favor of repealing the law.

Our goals are to help them become self-sufficient. To that
end, “New Beginnings,” comprised of 3 other faith groups
and IUCC, has done the following:
•

Helped with transportation to and from medical appointments.
• Assisted family in setting up phone and computer connections.
• An attorney and member of “NB” has advised them on
immigration status.
• Are currently helping them find a more reasonably
priced apartment.
• Have collected quarters for laundry.
• Have established clear budget goals for this year.
• Have introduced the daughter to job-finding skills.
• Have helped the daughter apply to Orange Coast College, find financial aid, explore certificate programs for
employment, and get credit for college work completed in Afghanistan.
• Have established an emergency fund only to help with
rent if necessary in these early stages of getting on
their feet.
• Have collected needed furnishings for their apartment.
• Have written and gotten funding for a grant.
• Have received donations from the 4 faith-based
groups.
		
As you can see, there is a lot to do for a refugee to get a
start in Orange County. We want you to know how essential your part in this effort has been.

IUCC’s Advocates for Peace & Justice ministry will hold a
forum in Plumer Hall to discuss these measures on Sunday,
October 2. We will feature a panel chaired by Keith Boyum
and we’ll allow lots of time for questions and comments
and viewpoints offered by those who join us. There will
be some kind of a handout showing who thinks what,
meaning stands taken by some groups and interests in the
state, and recommendations from the Advocates panel
members. We’ll start the conversation at 12:15 or so, and
we should finish in about an hour or so.
We are doing this a little on the early side in October, in
order to get ahead of early voting/mail-in voting. County
elections offices will begin mailing ballots no later than
October 10, 2022.
- Keith Boyum
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Regards from your Mission and Service Ministry

Save the Date! IUCC is hosting Family Promise participants Oct. 23-29!
by Sharon Lynn, Mission & Service Ministry

Thank you all for your amazing support of Family Promise
when IUCC hosted a family without housing in June.
Congregation members volunteered to bring evening
meals, stayed overnight, loaned toys, and shopped for
breakfast/lunch items. We couldn’t have done it without
you!!

You could sign up to:
• Provide a main dish, veggie or salad on a night of your
choice. (Dropping off the food item is fine.)
• Loan toys and games for the children.
• Shop for breakfast and lunch items.
• Be an overnight host. We need one or two people
each night (sleeping on a blowup mattress in either
the library or the youth room OR in your own RV in
the parking lot). The overnight folks will arrive at 7:00
p.m. and leave the following morning at 7:00 a.m.
• Be a dinner host. Arrive at 5:30 p.m., make sure the
tables are ready for our guests, set out the food items,
put all leftovers away, and stay until the overnight
person arrives at 7:00 p.m.

For those of you who do not know, Family Promise of
Orange County is an amazing interfaith organization
helping families experiencing homelessness achieve
housing stability. They partner with local congregations to
house and support families while they provide intensive
case management to get them back on their feet. Through
the amazing efforts of Bil Aulenbach, Family Promise was
able to obtain a shower trailer that can be moved from
church to church. Family Promise also works with donors
to stabilize families, providing counseling, groceries, and
gas gift cards. In addition to their work with current
clients, they focus on maintaining their “graduates” who
have moved to independent housing.

Please sign up on the IUCC website: https://iucc.org/
family-promise
By the middle of October, we should know exactly how
many adults and children will be staying with us. We
expect 2 or 3 families.

IUCC’s Mission & Service, with the support of the
Ministries and Administrative Boards, will open Plumer
Hall to Family Promise families for a week in October. We
will once again have the support of Tapestry Unitarian
Universalist Congregation who will be providing meals for 2
nights out of the week. The Family Promise Shower Trailer
will be on site!

Look for the Mission & Service information table after
church. If you can’t help directly, donations to support
Family Promise can be made through your church offering
(memo: Family Promise). If you donate to IUCC online,
you can indicate Family Promise as the recipient of any
amount you choose.
We hope you will join with us to make our guests feel
welcome and safe at IUCC. The Mission and Service
Ministry is immensely thankful for your support of this
important work to help homeless children and parents.

Please mark October 23 – 30 on your calendar in case
you might like to volunteer! Think about how you can
support this effort.
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Ice Cream Social & No Talent
Talent Show on SEPT. 24

Have an upcoming IUCC-related
event?
Have an upcoming IUCC related event? Want it to be on
the website? Email a ‘flyer’ for the front page and then a
blurb with an image to be posted in the events section to
TalkToMe@iucc.org. Don’t forget to email your event to
iucc@iucc.org for it to be put on the calendar (also email
any name/date/time changes to your event as well and
make sure you mention if you need it updated on the calendar, or it may not happen).

Diversity & Inclusion Ministry
What: Homemade Ice Cream Social & No Talent,
Talent Show
When: Saturday, Sept. 24
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Join us for a fun-filled evening with delicious desserts and
entertainment too. IUCC is blessed with so much first
class talent, and tonight you will not be seeing any of it. In
fact, this night is dedicated to our. . . well . . . less talented
folks who are willing to put themselves to the task of entertainment that we celebrate tonight! So we encourage
those of you who play the kazoo or have nothing in mind
that we are hoping to cast. IN FACT. . . IF you are willing to
put yourself into Fellowship Ministry’s trustful hands, we
will cast you into an act compatible to you and will help
you to shine like the star you are!

The Diversity and Inclusion Ministry would like to give everyone a heads up that our meetings will resume on Sunday, September 25, at 1 p.m. via Zoom and on subsequent
fourth Sundays after that. We hope you all enjoyed your
summer vacation and we trust you are coming back with
fresh ideas and new experiences to enrich our dialogue.
We look forward to seeing you all on the 25th!
Lesli, Eduardo, Myrna and Felicity

Sign up to bring your favorite dessert to share and we will
have the home made ice cream chilling when you get here!
A wonderful night of Fun, Fellowship and Hilarious Entertainment for all ages from some of the most courageous
members you may ever know!
- Robinmarie McClement
Sponsored by IUCC Fellowship Ministry
[Editor’s Note: This event was rescheduled from last month
to accommodate other events.]
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9/17
9/17
9/17
9/16
9/14
9/14
9/26
9/26
9/08
9/19
9/06
9/23

Kiana Austin
Maya Austin
Scott Bollens
Lavinia Cooper
Alyssa Cornett
Judy Curry
Ruby Fulton
Greg Furtado
Peggy Goetz
Vivian Johnson
Cristina Jones
Lizabeth Kerr

9/26
9/14
9/16
9/29
9/25
9/22
9/11
9/20
9/09
9/20
9/18
9/10

Susie Lang
Laura Long
JoAnne Mansell
Iris Mecartney
Don Mineo
Ava Mitchell
Jeff Oleson
Sofia Portillo
Suellen Rowe
Stephanie Sanders
Mary Swope
Paul Thornton

August 21 featured a Phantom of
the Opera theme!
Our second to last “Gospel on Broadway” theme was
a crowd favorite: “Phantom of the Opera.” Dr. Chris
Peterson, our Music Director, together with Yuyoung
Jeong, our accompaniest, and our fabulous choral interns did a spectacular job each and every Sunday as
we were treated to a truly memorable and heartfelt
musical experience!

It’s time to sign up for the 2022 OC AIDS Walk!
Hello, Past & Future Walkers -The 36th Annual OC AIDS Walk is coming back in person
again this year! We have a new date and venue: Saturday,
October 22 at Mile Square Park in Fountain Valley. This
year’s Walk will include a lively jaunt around the park,
games, live entertainment, food and more: in other words,
a day of fun and fundraising that you won’t want to miss!
All proceeds from the Walk benefit the individuals and
their families impacted by HIV/AIDS in Orange County.
Money raised will support critically important programs
including food pantry, transportation, housing, emergency
financial assistance, mental health counseling, kids & family programs, support groups and HIV education & prevention services.

Wendy Wiebach & Jaime Reza sang “The Phantom
of the Opera” with Yuyoung Jeong accompanying on
the piano - extraordinary!

I know we can once again make IUCC Walk the Walkers the
Number One faith-based team! Here’s the link to sign up
for Team IUCC: https://donate.radianthealthcenters.org/
team/435277. Just register, send out emails to everyone
you know and start bringing in the bucks for this very
worthwhile effort. Invite your friends and family to walk,
too: the more, the merrier!
So, put on your walking shoes and get ready to work up a
sweat for a great cause at the 2022 OC AIDS Walk!!
Peace,
Felicity Figueroa
she/her/hers
IUCC AWOC Team Captain
949-280-3165
Facebook event page:
https://www.facebook.com/events/423295919669083
Sign-up/donation page for Team IUCC:
https://donate.radianthealthcenters.org/team/435277

Wendy Wiebach & Chris Peterson
sang “All I Ask of You” with
Yuyoung Jeong accompanying on the
piano - beautifully done!
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Frequently Asked Questions about STEWARDSHIP
From the Fund Development Committee

What is stewardship?
Most dictionaries define stewardship as the responsibility
of taking care of something important, such as a business
or a property. In a church setting, stewardship is about
being faithful stewards of the gifts God has provided to
us. Stewardship is the way we manage and reflect the
abundance that God provides us so we may support the
good works of our church. Congregants are encouraged to
give what they can of their time, talents, and treasures to
further the church’s ministry and mission.

adjacent to the sanctuary). Our ordinary maintenance
expenses include gas, electricity, A/C, gardening/
landscaping, and cleaning. In addition to those, we
encounter the occasional major expense that strains
our limited resources. We maintain a top-notch music
program and excellent programs and services. We help
support a number of local charities both financially and
through volunteer efforts. We do a lot on a limited
budget!
Why should I pledge?
Stewardship is closely aligned with discipleship, and both
start with an attitude of generosity. While loose plate
offerings are much appreciated, your pledge allows IUCC
leaders to build an annual budget and determine what
staff, services, and causes we can realistically support.
Your pledge is an outward sign of your commitment to the
programs and services of our faith community. It is a big
step towards IUCC becoming the church God calls us to be!

How does IUCC sustain itself?
IUCC has four main sources of income: our preschool,
our pledge income, our loose plate offering, and (quite
recently) government assistance in the form of forgivable
loans and tax credits. As you know, our preschool
encountered tough times during the pandemic and is
only now beginning to contribute to the General Fund
again. We are thrilled that it is rebounding, but the path
has been difficult and we continue to face an uphill battle.
Thankfully, our pledge income has remained fairly steady,
and that has helped make up the difference. We were
fortunate enough to take advantage of government-funded
programs during the pandemic that helped bridge the
gap. Taking all these things into account, however, we
continue to face financial challenges as we emerge from
the pandemic. Your support is crucial to the health of the
congregation.

If I pledge now, will I be able to amend it if my
circumstances change?
Yes. Pledges are merely an estimate of what you think you
will be able to give, and you can always amend them. Just
let the office staff know you’ll need to change the amount.
Your estimate helps us determine what we can and cannot
do in the year ahead.
Looking forward
Our stewardship campaign will start in October and we’ll
be celebrating the many voices of IUCC. Please start
prayerfully considering what you can pledge to support
IUCC. Pledges will cover the period January – December
2023.

How do we use gifts at IUCC?
We spend the majority of our funds on maintaining the
church facilities, compensating our lean and hard-working
staff members, and paying down the debt on our recent
building expansion (new offices and meeting rooms
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THE IUCC LEGACY CIRCLE

The Mission of the Legacy Circle is to contribute to the long-term financial sustainability of IUCC:
•
•
•
•

through will or trust bequests
designating IUCC as a beneficiary of an IRA, 401(K), annuity or other retirement account
designating IUCC as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy
through other gifts such as cash, marketable securities and marketable real estate

A gift to the IUCC Legacy Circle by members and friends of IUCC will ensure that the goals and dreams of IUCC continue
for future generations. To participate, please do the following:
1. Complete the Confidential Bequest Intention Form found at https://www.iucc.org/bequestintent/ to let us know
what you are considering and whether you need assistance. While IUCC cannot offer financial or tax advice regarding
your gift, we will be happy to answer your questions about the different gift types. We also want to be sure IUCC can
accept your gift as you want to designate it. We may not be able to accept certain kinds of real property, or funds
designated for a very narrow purpose. Of course, your information will be held in strict confidence, depending on your
wishes.
2. Execute your legacy gift by doing one or more of the following:
1. Work with your attorney to add or change language in your will or revocable trust.
2. Change your retirement plan and/or life insurance beneficiary forms.
3. Update the Confidential Bequest Intention form found at https://www.iucc.org/bequestintent/ 		
		
1. Email the form to: iucc@iucc.org or
		
2. Send the form to Church Administrator, Irvine United Congregational Church,
		
4915 Alton Parkway, Irvine, CA 92604.
		
3. Details on your legacy giving will be kept confidential and will be kept for the church’s record-keeping
		
only.
3. We will welcome you as a member of the Legacy Circle! Determine whether or not you want your name to be listed
with others or kept confidential. Please note that the form includes a checkbox to designate whether you are willing to
have your name published as a member of the Legacy Circle. We recognize members by name only, and do not disclose
the amount or nature of your gift. Please notify IUCC if you make future changes or adjustments to your legacy gift.
4. Upon settlement of your estate, your funds will be given to IUCC according to your wishes, and will serve the needs and
activities of IUCC for years to come!

LEGACY CIRCLE SCROLL

Anonymous
Anonymous
Keith & Renae Boyum
Glenna Matthews
William A. Lawrence & Jeffrey L. Stuckhardt
Jeffrey Benedick & Duane Vajgrt, MD
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Ministry with Young People

Our Sunday School program is really growing and recently split into two classes! One is for Pre-School through 1st grade
and one is for 2nd grade throught 6th grade. We still meet in Plumer Hall and start out together for a little welcome time
and then the older kids go to the youth room, while the younger kids remain in the larger main room. We focus on the
same lesson, just delivered appropriately for each of the two classes. Our wonderful older youth, Eliza, River, and Eric
serve as Teacher’s Aides in both classes. The younger kids really enjoy getting to know the teenagers :-).
We are always in need of teachers and welcome everyone to join in one Sunday and get a feel for how it all works. It is
great opportunity to get to know our younger generation.
- Myrna Bohan, Co-Chair of MYP
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Money Talks
by Vivian Elaine Johnson

I recently had the privilege of
being on a ZOOM program where
Bill McKibben was the presenter.
For those of you unfamiliar with
McKibben, he is the guru, the
American environmentalist among
the first to warn of the dangers of
global warming. He has authored
many books (the last I counted
it was nineteen) and numerous
published articles, including some in
the New York Times, on the impact
of global warming. He is on the faculty of Middlebury
College, Vermont, and leader of the climate campaign
group called 350.org (look it up.)

role to play. He points out that they have the acquired
skills, time, and resources to make an impact. It is
significant that seventy percent of the country’s financial
assets belong to older people -- baby boomers and the
silent generation.
McKibben claims that money is the oxygen on which the
fires of climate change burn. Does my money - and your
money - bankroll the climate crisis? We probably have
some of our money in a bank, or use a bank-backed credit
card. Banks use the money of depositors to make loans
to others – including trillions of dollars to the fossil fuel
industry (pipe lines, fracking, oil extraction, coal mining).
Together, we who are past our youth and middle-age, can
make our money greener! McKibben’s newest campaign
is to apply pressure on the four biggest banks – Wells
Fargo, Bank of America, Chase, and Citibank – to STOP
financing climate chaos. The way to accomplish this is to
join the movement called ThirdAct.org, named after our
third stage of life. We can sign a pledge online to move our
money from the big banks unless they divest from climate
polluters. The more people who sign, the more pressure
that puts on the banks. Join me by checking out ThirdAct.
org to learn more and to sign the pledge called “Banking
on the Future.” (Some smaller California banks do not fund
fossil fuel companies. Check them out.)

“Climate change is the first real existential crisis,” claims
McKibben. “It is the biggest problem we’ve ever faced.”
In California, we face increasing and more intense forest
fires as well as sea level rise. Throughout the world, the
poorest populations suffer the most from climate change
yet are the least responsible for it. We in the United States
are only four percent of the world’s population, but we
put twenty-five percent of the greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere. Unfortunately, the fossil fuel industry is well
funded, makes huge profits, and doesn’t want change.
A bright spot is that renewable energy has dropped in cost
and is becoming more prevalent. While we can start with
solar panels on our homes, McKibben urges us also to
advocate for solar energy in our work, religious, and civic
buildings. Electric cars are also becoming more available
and affordable.

I felt energized from McKibben’s message. To recap what
we can do:
1. Vote! McKibben reminds us to vote but also suggests
that we encourage high school seniors to vote. That
program is called Seniors to Seniors.
2. Promote Renewable Energy such as Solar and Electric
cars to individuals, institutions and companies.
3. Pressure your bank: Join ThirdAct.org and take the
pledge.

Another bright spot is the activism of young people.
McKibben applauds the youth of the world for their
involvement in environmental sustainability. He is friends
with Greta Thunberg, the young Swedish woman who is
known for challenging world leaders to take immediate
action for climate change mitigation. She joined with other
students to organize the School Climate Strike we all heard
about.

One day at a crowded restaurant I saw an individual
discreetly slip a gratuity to the maître d’ allowing the giftgiver (briber?) to move ahead of all others waiting in line.

Some adults say, “Let young people take on this problem.
It’s their future that will be the most impacted.” McKibben
urges people of all ages to get involved. He, now in his
sixties, suggests that those past sixty have an important

Just in case you wondered, money talks!
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Predicting the Oscar - 2022 Venice Film Festival
by Keith Dillon

On August 31st, the Venice Film
Festival opened its doors in Venice,
of all places, as a part of the yearly
Biennale di Venezia. This year,
especially this year it seems, certain
of these selections seem bound for, if
you’ll pardon the anthropomorphism,
Oscar’s shortlist. So below is an
(incomplete) offering of the bees that
seem to be buzzing ‘round Oscar at
Venice this year. Some of these films are due for worldwide
release within the next month, so keep thine eyes peeled.
As always, I can’t really offer any prediction as to the
quality of these films because I haven’t seen them yet. Still,
the squawkers that have a squawk in Venice tend to be
squawking about these movies. Enjoy.

8. The Eternal Daughter (Joanna Hogg) Residence in a
haunted mansion forces a middle-aged woman and
her elderly mother to wrestle with the angels (or
devils) of their pasts.
9. The Son (Florian Zeller) Another film about the
precarious nature of family by the writer/director
of The Father. A middle-aged man (Hugh Jackman)
handles the arrival of a teenage son he was unaware
of.
10. The Whale (Darren Aronofsky) Aronofsky’s latest fulllength since Black Swan and Noah. An overweight
English teacher tries to reconcile with his teenage
daughter.
Bonus Word Game:
How many words can you find in the title of Sir David
Lean’s Lawrence of Arabia?

1. White Noise (Noah Baumbach) Mr. Baumbach’s
adaptation of this novel by Don Delillo opens Venice
this year. Stars Adam Driver and Mr. Baumbach’s
partner and friend, Greta Gerwig.
2. Blonde (Andrew Dominik) Yet another cinematic elegy
for Marilyn Monroe. Ana de Armas stars and Aussie
Andrew Dominik directs. May be rated NC-17.
3. Bardo (Alejandro González Iñárritu) Mr. Iñárritu, the
director of Babel, Birdman and The Revenant, returns
to Mexico for this Spanish-language film about a
journalist wrestling with his very own existential crisis.
Go, Jake, Go.
4. Bones and All (Luca Guadagnino) From Luca
Guadagnino, the Italian director of I Am Love and
Call Me By Your Name, another love story from the
margins.
5. Tar (Todd Fields) A new film from the director of In the
Bedroom. Cate Blanchett conducts herself through
the delusions that come with being a symphonic
conductor.
6. Don’t Worry Darling (Olivia Wilde) Actor Olivia
Wilde deals with the many secrets that watered the
American Dream as the 1950s defined it.
7. The Banshees of Inisherin (Martin McDonagh) I can’t
wait. The master playwright of the modern Irish
theatre presents this story about two lunkheads who
can’t forgive each other. Starring Colin Farrell and
Brendan Gleeson.
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How important is it?
by Dr. Eduardo Jesús Arismendi-Pardi, Adult Education
Ministry and Diversity & Inclusion Ministry

Progressive contemplative Christians
by and large, unlike conservative
literalist Christians, focus on the
Christian tradition in terms of
the message of the Historical
Jesus. As a general rule, we tend
to think outside the box and look
outside the canon to get deep
understanding of the Christian
tradition. We often grapple with scriptures in terms of
a deep exegetical examination of Biblical texts in terms
of their accuracy and validity. Many of us are agnostics,
atheists, believers, and inquirers. This contrast between
progressive contemplative Christians and conservative
literalist Christians is what I have experienced in my own
discernment journey in learning about the historical Jesus.

people are not particularly concerned about what is
theologically true or accurate. What they seek is a spiritual
connection with something greater than themselves that
provides them with comfort. People are broken and in
need of a Divine connection. This experience was an
epiphany of sorts because I was reminded that before
I retired, while working as a mathematics educator in
higher education, I spent so much time worrying about
things that in the end my students would not really need.
What they needed was a practical and useful knowledge
of mathematics that they could use in their chosen fields
of study and professions. Obviously, the aforementioned
assertion is true for me because, in my case, I did not teach
at a research institution. I taught at a community college
where the mission of the organization is to teach instead of
conduct research. The community college is the “people’s
college.”
In reflecting about this I ended up asking myself “How
important is it?” Really,…how important is it that a student

can prove that 2 is an irrational number or that the
number of primes is infinite and that there are infinitely
many prime twins? How important is it, really? One of
the patients whom I recently ministered to was a Roman
An exegetical examination of scriptures from a progressive
Catholic who believed all the tenets and creeds associated
perspective is an exquisite and rich journey. Such an
with Roman Catholicism which is the religion of my youth.
experience could shatter many people whose espoused
This person had such a childlike faith that is beyond words.
theology is grounded on concepts related to phenomena
I remember after being with her for some time, I recited
that cannot be explained as well as conceptual constructs
the Lord’s Prayer to her in Aramaic which is something
beyond belief (cf. Spong, “Unbelievable: Why Neither
that I have memorized. I have no clue why I memorized
Ancient Creeds Nor the Reformation Can Produce a Living
that prayer, but I did. After the word “Amen” this person’s
Faith Today,” 2018). Among many of the topics progressive
face was full of light and I cannot really describe how it
contemplative Christians consider and grapple with are the
felt. She was moved deeply, and I too was moved by what
Resurrection, the Virgin Birth of Jesus, and Substitutionary
I witnessed. So how important is it for this person to
Atonement Theology (i.e., Jesus died for my sins). I am
know whether or not Jesus was resurrected or that Mary,
so very grateful to have learned about such topics on my
the mother of Jesus, may have given birth as a result of
journey as a seminarian and Member in Discernment
either a rape by Centurion Tiberius Julius Abdes Pantera
(MID) in the United Church of Christ. I have learned a
or an amorous relationship with him. How important is it,
great deal, and as an academic, I must say that I have
really?
thoroughly enjoyed the journey of inquiry and exegetical
investigation. All of this “head” experience has been an
I do not really know the answers to these questions. The
incredible journey. I have discovered however, while in the
evidence is so sketchy and some of the writings alluding
midst of my Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) requirement
to these claims written by the Greek philosopher Celsus
for ordination in the United Church of Christ, that all of
are lost forever. All we can say, if we are truthful, is that
this theoretical training is of little value when dealing
it is just a hypothesis that lacks conclusive evidence and
with those who are sick due to mental illness, accidents,
if examined with a statistical scope the findings are just
diseases or other serious medical conditions that have as
inconclusive. The paternity of Jesus is a matter of faith.
its final stage, the end of life.
Sure, a child cannot be born without sexual intercourse
but then again, how important is it? I believe that the role
I have had the opportunity to minister to many people
of ministering to people in need is to be with them and
from a variety of faith traditions and belief systems. I have
walk with them as Jesus did and then walk away and move
interacted with agnostics, atheists, Catholics, Latter Day
on. This moving on reminded me of the wise words I once
Saints, followers of Eastern religious traditions, Native
American Spirituality, and a wide gamut of Protestants.
“How important is it?” article continued on page 20
18
What I have discovered throughout this journey is that

Confessions of a Handicapped Person
by The Reverend Doctor Jerry von Talge
Member, Diversity & Inclusion Ministry and Member, Advocates for Peace & Justice Ministry
IUCC is still a sanctuary and a place
where we all belong
IUCC will always be a sanctuary, just like
it was 30 years ago when men came
to our church who were dying of AIDS.
Our church took a lot of flak, but it was
worth it. We were being an authentic
church, true to the gospel that Jesus
lived, taught and died for. A number of
years ago, when Fred Plumer was still our minister, my exwife and I spent Christmas Eve with a man who was dying
of AIDS and his husband. This is what church is all about,
the Church of “us,” embracing the “other,” who is treated
less than human, being objectified.

I have enjoyed full participation in programs, activities
and functions of the church: Diversity and Inclusion
presentations, delivering prayers of the church (formerly
called pastoral prayers), and teaching an adult education
class on existentialism and progressive Christianity. Pastor
Sarah was gracious enough to let me preach a sermon
while she was gone. I have been allowed to be an integral
part of the church.
Three years ago, I came back to IUCC after a 10-year
hiatus. During this time, I didn’t go to church and I didn’t
participate in any social activism. My life was at a low ebb
due to a divorce, which necessitated starting a new life all
over again at age 84. Thanks to IUCC and the Diversity and
Inclusion Task Force, I have been able to create a new life
that is better than the one I had when I was married.

At IUCC, we are a church where the “other” becomes “us.”
On August 14th, Pastor Sarah preached on the musical,
Rent, part of our “Gospel on Broadway” sermon series. I
loved her excellent sermon (the very best for me in the
last three years) that cut through all of life’s distractions,
getting to the very core of what the gospel is - what the life
and teachings of Jesus are all about. It is breaking down
all barriers, so that every “other” becomes an “us.” The
“other” is any person in a marginalized group, who is seen
as less than human, not having full human value. This is
called the process of objectification, which was discussed
in great detail by Jean Paul Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir.
In Jesus’ name, all of us in the congregation are an “us.” In
his book, Unbelievable, Spong depicts Jesus as the person
who broke down all barriers, all things that divide people,
including the barriers that we erect. He says that the
uniting power of Jesus is why people made the “God claim”
for him. I am reminded of the song at the beginning of
the sitcom, Cheers, “Where everyone knows your name.”
IIUCC is truly a church home for those able to embrace
progressive Christianity.
As a handicapped person, sometimes the “other,” I
am pleased to join a congregation where I can totally
become one of “us.” The feeling of “us” comes from two
sources. First is an attitude of acceptance by members of
the congregation, validating me as a person. The second
is handicap accommodation. I remember Pastor Steve
bringing out my walker to the front of the church when
I arrived. Present day, the sanctuary doors are opened
immediately when I am in their proximity with my mobility
scooter. These are just some of the accommodations that I
enjoy.

Some of the challenges of being handicapped.
There are many kinds of handicaps and many handicapped
people. I cannot speak for other handicapped people, just
for myself. When buildings are planned, doors put in place,
sidewalks built, stairs installed - I am the “other,” not one
of “us.” Everything is designed for “us,” with the “other”
usually not even considered, as if I didn’t exist. My biggest
challenges are heavy doors, bumpy sidewalks, and the
intersection at Jeffrey and Alton, where I was hit by a car
on my mobility scooter. The attending police officer told
me that I had cheated death.
I relate to the AAPI community more than any other
marginalized group
I was invited to participate in an Asian American and
Pacific Islander (AAPI) support group as an ally. In one of
the sessions, a young Chinese-American man said that he
felt like he was invisible, like people did not see him. It was
as if they could look right through him, as if he wasn’t even
there. He was not appreciated for himself as a person, but
only for what he could do for others. Some members of
the AAPI community feel as if they’re not really viewed
as a part of our country, like they are seen as perennial
visitors but not as citizens. They feel like an “other,” not an
“us.”
Frequently, I am not seen. People will walk in front
of me, cutting me off. Drivers will do the same at the
intersection at Jeffrey and Alton. In contrast, I also
experience many acts of kindness. I usually get very good
19
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responses when I ask people to open doors for me, or
other accommodations. Even children have been helpful at
times.

heard from a dear friend, the Rev. Dr. Terry LePage, that
“There is one Savior and it is not I.” I think most people
seek a church community or a faith community to have
some sort of spiritual connection with Creation or with
something greater than themselves which can go by so
many names (e.g., there are 950 names and titles for God
in the Bible). We can even add more names to the list
which one can enumerate ad infinitum.

Life as the “other,” only sometimes, but it is always there
An irony is when I attended a conference on reducing hate
crime and hate incidents in Orange County. I was using
my foldup mobility scooter. These are my kind of people,
social activists, people trying to do something to make this
world a better place. We were all an “us,” except for one
incident that made me the “other.” We had small group
strategy meetings to discuss reducing hate crimes and hate
incidents. We put our strategies on large pieces of paper
and placed the sheets on the walls. Some of the walls were
not accessible to me because of stairs in the large lecture
hall. I talked to two of the event organizers. First was a
woman who could not hear me nor see me but rather
got defensive - she tried to rationalize and make excuses.
She told me that it could not be it helped that I could not
access some of the sheets of paper because that was the
way that the lecture hall was set up and they had to do the
best they could. She made me an “other” all over again,
but I dismissed her behavior, remembering the good time
that I was having with all of the people at the conference.
Second, I talked to a man who apologized profusely and
had the pieces of paper that I could not access taken
down and placed in an area where I was able to reach. He
learned something that day, because he heard me and saw
me as “us,” not the “other.”

One experience I had with a close Catholic friend who
adheres to the concept of “Jesus died for my sins” was
troubled by such a statement. This friend further shared
with me that she was troubled by the US Supreme Court
overturning Roe vs. Wade and about how elected officials
are so opposed to relieving student debt. I remember
sharing with this friend that the idea of “Jesus died for my
sins” is linked to an interpretation by Anselmo d’Aosta,
Bishop of Canterbury, who articulated the death of Jesus in
relation to lords and serfs which was the social system of
his time. I also pointed out to my friend that conservative
literalist Christians, in general, oppose forgiveness—
atonement—of student loan debt and yet adhere to Jesus
atoning for their sins.
In my view the bottom line is that the message of the
historical Jesus regardless of what is believed or not
believed is Love, that is, Agape (Aγαπάω). My friend feels
that the Catholic Church has not been truthful. I shared
with my friend that Irvine United Congregational Church
(IUCC) is open and affirming and I encouraged my friend
to explore IUCC. I sincerely hope that we can live the
words “no matter where you are on your journey, you are
welcome here.” Whether you are gay or straight, atheist
or theist, able or disabled, Democrat or Republican, White
or Non White, young or old, technologically savvy or not,
… no matter who you are, you are welcome here. I believe
that in living our progressive view of Christianity, we must
pause often and ask ourselves “How important is it?” and
to think about our message, that is, Is it truthful? Is it
helpful? Is it important or inspirational? Is it necessary? Is
it kind? The acronym T.H.I.N.K. is something that I strive to
live by and reminds me to pause and ask those questions
before I say something to further alienate someone who
is hurt or who believes in something and who is genuinely
seeking oneness with something larger than themself.
Finally, is theological correctness or accuracy more
important than a person’s faith in something even if that
something is or is not true? How important is it?

I consider myself to be extremely fortunate because of
how well treated I am here at IUCC, including on the patio.
Occasionally I’m challenged, which is to be expected. It
is not easy to navigate a mobility scooter with a crowd of
people, standing in conversation circles, or going up to get
some of Alex’s delicious cookies or tarts. There are times
when I might not be seen, and people might not realize
they’re blocking my way. But I feel good when I’m on the
patio and enjoying the fellowship of “us.” If you happen to
be in my way, I’ll politely ask you to move, and go on with
my enjoyment.
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