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Important:

If you, or someone you know, wishes to
receive this News & Notes but cannot
access the Internet, please do either of
the following: [a] let the church office
know at (949) 733-0220, and we can
mail a printed copy; or [b] just pick up a
printed copy in the narthex on a Sunday
morning.

One of the quotes | read before head-
ing out was, “The Occupy Wall Street
movement is the left's answer to the Tea
Party.” If true, this would be very disap-
pointing. For such a movement to catch
the consciousness of the people, it
would have to be open to embracing
everyone.

| parked behind the Civic Center and
walked towards the encampment.
About twenty-five tents are set up,
village style, inside the protective walls
of tables and booths which face the
sidewalks at the intersection at Harvard
and the Civic Center.

After walking the perimeters of the site, |
fell info a small group of people holding
signs on the corner. A car went by, and



someone leaned out of the window and shouted, Gef a job! The response of the folks |
was standing with was Pavlovian—instant, and learned from much repetition: We HAVE
jobs! they shouted.

| started to engage in conversation and | infroduced myself to Chris. Chris turned
around, and | quickly discovered that he was carrying a sign that said, Arrest George
Soros in his left hand, while holding a long yellow banner on a pole in his right hand that
bore a picture of a snake and the words, Don't Tread on Me. Mentally, | crossed out
the sentence | read earlier that proclaimed, “The Occupy Wall
Street movement is the left's answer to the Tea Party.” Chris went
on at some length to tell me that no-one owned this movement,
and that it was attracting people from every walk of life. He ex- D(')NT][E.‘
pounded on his politics and his Christianity, and was taken aback

to learn that our church had stood in opposition to Prop 8, though he expressed his sur-
prise respectfully.

A young woman standing with him wearing an Occupy OC T-shirt fold me that she was
a barista at Starbucks. Her mom was a successful psychotherapist, and she looked up
to her for the wisdom that she had passed on to her about standing up for what you
believe in. She believes that it is up to her generation to stand up for what is right, and
in her passion she sounded a welcome, reverberant chord with another generation |
remember well; one that seems to have all but disappeared into the haze of complac-

ency.

| walked down the street a ways to find others to talk to, and a
car tore by. Get a job! the passenger shouted through his open
window. We HAVE jobs! | heard collectively from the sidewalk.

Sean is a retired Marine Lt. Colonel. At night, he stays here at the Occupy
site, but tomorrow morning he will be representing clients, who are part of a
Middle-East oil interest. Sean has been talking to Synthian, a tall, earnest and
intelligent young man who describes himself as a financial advisor, a business person
and the son of a prominent Mormon leader.

The reason they lead off with what they do for a living, they explain, has to do with the
mystery of why people drive by shouting at them about getting a job. It is perplexing—
most of the people here are more than gainfully employed.

But...they are passionate. | asked them to talk about the dominant ideology in the
movement, and they share with me that this is one of the most interesting parts of the
experience. “There isn't one,” they explain with some animation on the topic. Sean
goes on to say that, “Every day, | have interesting discussions... INTERESTING discussions.
People are coming from every place you can imagine. Most of the discussions are very
respectful because we all realize that no matter how different the places are that we
are coming from, we are addressing a larger issue.”



Synthian adds, “The old paradigms of left and right are gone and something new is
being experienced. Being here makes you aware that those words are meaningless in
addressing what is happening today.”

Writing in this week’s issue of The Natfion, Richard Kim speaks of a similar experience
people are having in the Liberty Park encampment near Wall Street:

A mantra that pings around Occupy Wall Street is that the
Occupation is creating within the quadrants of Liberty
Park the society it wants to see in the oufside world.

Each and every person that | talked with has no
issue with camping out on the lawn for as long as it
takes. That is simply a given. What was a leaderless
collection of disparate people is growing into
movement that is developing its voice. In nightly
meetings called General Assemblies, (In Irvine it is at
7:00, all are welcome) these voices from all across
the spectrum come together and talk, and in what
f appears to be a manner that is fully respectful of
2t i, s ' different views, they are more able to see the dif-
ferent facets that make up the problem.

Kim's article in The Nation mirrors what | heard at the OC headquarters: “*Anyone who
shows up can participate on equal terms in the General Assembly and working groups;
there is no membership, and proposals must pass by consensus. Anyone can block
consensus out of ‘serious ethical or safety concerns,” and if those aren’t resolved by
amendments or clarifications, a vote is taken for modified consensus, which requires 90
percent support.”?

In talking to people until rather late in the night, | discovered that [IUCC folks have been
dropping in regularly, including one stirring speech by our Associate Pastor at City Hall,
calling for the Council to grant the right for Occupy OC to camp on the lawn. The
council voted unanimously to grant this privilege.

| encourage you to drop in and ask questions. You can park behind
the Civic Center, and it is only a short walk to the tents and booths on
the corner. My sense is that this isn't something that is going to shut
down when cold weather sets in, and it requires our understanding of
the reasons behind how this movement came to be.

An arficle in the Los Angeles Times last week asked the question, “Why
aren’'t the progressive churches showing up?2”3 It sounds like it is fime
to think on that question and respond.



Q.

November 6 was All Saints Sunday and Mission 1. We lifted up the saints in our lives that
went before us during the service, and we brought food for depleted food panfries.
Showcasing the talents of our marvelous pianist, David Clemensen, we enjoyed a
special prelude during which people were encouraged to write letters to Congress,
asking them to do more to help the hungry all around the world.

| wish every blessing to Elizabeth and Seth as they join in marriage on the November 13,
and take fime to enjoy a wonderful honeymoon trip to Costa Rica. |look forward to
hearing all about it when they return near the end of the month.

Thanksgiving is here. On Tuesday, November 22 at
7:30 p.m., our annual joint Thanksgiving service will
take place at University Synagogue. Our two
choirs are at work preparing for this special ser-
vice, which is always a highlight of the year, as
well as being the time when we affirm the import-
ance of our historic relationship with this Recon-
structionist congregation, led by Rabbi Arnold
Rachlis. This year, our keynote speakers are the
UCI Jewish, Christian and Muslim Olive Tree Initia-
five students who recently tfraveled to Israel and the West Bank. They will be speaking
on Bringing Peace to the Middle East.

This is a time for Thanksgiving in every way. The great mystic,
Meister Eckhart said, If the only prayer you said in your whole life
was, ‘thank you,’ that would suffice. Thank you, as always, for
the opportunity to serve as your pastor. | hope to see you in
both church & synagogue this month!

Faithfully Yours,
Pastor Paul

1. Richard Kim, “The Audacity of Occupy Wall Street” The Nation, November 21, 2011
2. Ibid.
3. Mitchell Landsberg, Los Angeles Times October 29, 2011


http://www.universitysynagogue.org/

From the Associate Pastor

As we enter into the month of November, often our thoughfts turn
toward the theme of hunger. Are we hungrye Do we feel physi-
cal hungere Do we feel spiritual hungere Do we feel the hunger
of otherse Do we hunger for justice and righteousness?¢ This is the
season of harvest, the season of Thanksgiving—a time for re-
joicing in the blessings of abundance, and a time for sharing
those blessings.

Bread for the Journey, IUCC’s alternative service, has chosen to
embrace this theme of hunger this month as we re-launch the

service in a new twice-monthly format. Each month, one of the gatherings will be @
service of worship, which we're calling Sustenance for the Spirit. This month’s Worship
Experience will be held Sunday, November 6 with the theme of “Hungering for Justice.”
The other gathering each month will revolve around Community Activism. We're calling
these gatherings Journey toward Justice, and this month’s will be held on November 20
and will feature a “Hunger Banquet.” Please join us for worship to find that bread and
sustenance for your own journey as we examine our own and others’ hunger. (And
please bring a canned good to share.) Then come for the Hunger Banquet, inspired by
Oxfam, and experience firsthand some of the disparities of world food distribution as we
take a step on that journey toward justice.

To look ahead, in December we'll take on the theme of consumerism. Our Journey
toward Justice (Community Activism) gathering is called “DIY: Holiday Crafts and Craft
Beer.” We'll start the evening at IUCC's Advent Workshop on December 4 and sponsor
a BFJ Christmas photobooth. Then we'll close the evening with a holiday party at the
hospitable Figueroas’ home as we partake of the special BFJ homemade Beer for the
Journey! Our Sustenance for the Spirit (Worship Experience) gathering will take place on
December 18 with the theme of “Examining Consumerism: WWJB2"

\.‘ NOV 6 Sustenance for the Spirit
§' (Worship Experience)
N\ Hungering for Justice

b read fO r th c (Community Activism)

jo U R N E I DEC4 Journey Toward Justice

o : . (Community Activism)
irvine united congregational church DIY: Holiday Crafts and Craft Beer

DEC 18 Sustenance for the Spirit
(Worship Experience)

ALtE RNathe' Examining Consumerism: WW)|B?

PI‘OgRESSivE -CoMM- FOR MOREDETAILS:
uNiTy-wORshiP-EXPERIENCE breadjourney.org | 1



http://actfast.oxfamamerica.org/index.php/events/banquet/?utm_source=HBredirect&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=ACTFAST
http://actfast.oxfamamerica.org/index.php/events/banquet/?utm_source=HBredirect&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=ACTFAST

* C * As we lay out the issues of our own physical hunger as well as our hun-
ger for justice alongside the realities of our consumer lifestyle, the
I * Coalifion of Immokalee Workers (CIW) provides a great way to con-
nect the dots. Several church members have been active in the CIW

Campaign for Fair Food for many years. Some may recall when I[UCC proudly provided
hospitality and sleeping quarters for CIW representatives when they came to seek jus-
tice here in Irvine at Taco Bell headquarters years ago. Well, now after gaining support
from the likes of Taco Bell, McDonald’s and Burger King, these hard-working predomin-
antly Latino and Haitian farm workers are back in CA, this time seeking the fairness of a
guarantee of being paid a penny more per pound of tomatoes picked for Trader Joe's.
After a very well-attended march and rally at TJ headquarters in Monrovia last month,
the next step on this journey toward justice lays ahead of us and other caring individ-
uals, especially people of faith, in our community.

In other thoughts on hunger, I'm still smiling with memories of our children
and families who participated in our 2nd annual Trunk-or-Treat last week.
What fun! What creativity! What a good way to feed our children’s
hunger!? Well...while candy may not be the healthiest form of sustenance,
creating beautiful memories of good times with our church families that will
be cherished for years to come certainly is.

Of course, to connect what we are doing at IUCC to the work of the broader church,
we are also still in the 11-day period from 1/1/11 to 11/11/11 that our denomination has
deemed Mission 1. For these 11 days, all of us in the UCC are focusing on hunger and
food-related injustice. It's a powerful witness to what we can do together, both through
directly providing canned goods and other healthy food for our neighbors in need, as
well as responding through advocacy by participating in the Bread for the World letter-
writing campaign. Our first Direct Service Fair was offered after morning worship on
November 6, where we heard from local agencies serving those in need in our com-
munity. We also featured a table set up for the church Guatemala trip, being planned
by George Johnson for February 25-March 8. It will be a wonderful opportunity to travel
with other church members while also gaining perspective on world poverty and
hunger. I'm really looking forward to this trip and having the opportunity fo revisit some
of the people and places in Guatemala that are so close to my heart.

\ See below, p. 12, for more about Mission 1 at IUCC on November 6. -editor \

To continue the theme of direct service, we also featured opportunities on
November 6 to directly serve the church by boxing up all of our food
donations, helping the youth revamp the Youth Room, and/or helping our
younger children learn about hunger while also creating art and words of
welcome for church shut-ins and Family Promise families. It is such a gift we
give our children to help them understand the needs of others and how
they can be in solidarity. Thank you for joining in! Also note a special
performance of the Children’s Choir sharing some Thanksgiving selections
in worship on November 20.


http://www.ciw-online.org/101.html#cff

Finally, | will not be in worship November 13 or 20, as | will be getting married and going
on my honeymoon. | look forward to being back with everyone again afterward for the
beginning of Advent on November 27. So in the meantime, | wish you the most
beautiful blessings of abundance in your own personal, familial, and congregational
observances of Thanksgiving this year.

Yours in hunger for justice and righteousness,
Pastor Elizabeth

Adult Programs - Upcoming Events & Activities

Robinmarie McClement
Director of Adult Programs

Comma Groups - Comma Groups — our name for IUCC's small
groups program — are a great way to get to know people better
beyond Sunday morning. Groups meet once a month in group
members’ homes. During the gathering, a meal is shared and a
guided discussion is facilitated by the group leader. The program
lasts for seven months. Currently, we have ten Comma Groups and
over 100 people participating. If you are interested in being a part
of our small group program please see me and we will get you into

a group right away!

God

is still

As we moved into November, all of Comma Groups had begun meeting eSS
and getting fo know each other. They also spent time learning more about
godl Ministy, the wider UCC Global Missions work throughout the world and each
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During November the groups will be meeting to talk about Family
Promise and talking about some of their own family experiences
growing up. Members are encouraged to share stories about what
they are most thankful for.

Adult Sunday School, Nov. 13 - 27, From the Headlines. Join us on Sunday mornings, 10
—10:50 AM, as we spend time discussing current news stories and how we relate to
them according to our faith and beliefs as Christians. We welcome diversity and a
variety of opinions and healthy debate as we strive to examine faith issues from all sides.
We are committed to creating an open-minded, tolerant and accepting atmosphere
to facilitate questioning and understanding of different views.


http://www.iucc.org/education.html
http://www.globalministries.org/
http://familypromiseorangecounty.org/
http://familypromiseorangecounty.org/

November Bible Study - Tuesdays, 6:30 - 8:00 pm, Ken Wyant facilitating: R-rated Bible

Stories. No one under 17 allowed without parent. Did you know that the Bible has some
pretty heated stories that are also important to the history of our faith? Join Pastor Paul

and Robinmarie for an adventure into some very saucy stories of scripture. We meetin

Plumer Hall and snacks are provided.

Book Recommendations:
Pastor Paul, Pastor Elizabeth and Robinmarie have put together our
suggested books for reading this fall. You can find them on our book
cart in the Narthex, or you can order them yourself - just in time for your
holiday gift giving too! If you like, you can find more information, and
order a book, by clicking on the hyperlinks below.

NATHANIEL Mayflower, a Story of Courage, Community and War by Nathaniel

PHILBRICK| FEhilbrick _ _ ,
s nearofbe Sea . Nathaniel Philbrick became an internationally renowned author with
. his National Book Award- winning In the Heart of the Sea, hailed as
"spellbinding" by Time magazine. In Mayflower, Philbrick casts his spell
once again, giving us a fresh and extraordinarily vivid account of our
most sacred national myth: the voyage of the Mayflower and the
settlement of Plymouth Colony. From the Mayflower's arduous Atlan-
tic crossing to the eruption of King Philip's War between colonists and
natives decades later, Philbrick reveals in this electrifying history of
the Pilgrims a fifty-five-year epic, at once tragic and heroic, that still resonates with us
today.

RS~ America's Prophet: Moses and the American Story by Bruce Feiler
BRUCE FEILER In this groundbreaking book, New York Times bestselling author Bruce
Cr e Feiler fravels through touchstones in American history and fraces the
AMERICA’S biblical prophet's influence from the Mayflower through today. Feiler

visits the island where the pilgrims spent their first Sabbath, climbs the
PROPHET bell tower where the Liberty Bell was inscribed with a quote from
Moses and Moses, retraces the Underground Railroad where "Go Down, Moses"
the American S0 s the national anthem of slaves, and dons the robe Charlton
Heston wore in The Ten Commandments.

e

One part adventure story, one part literary detective story, one part exploration of faith
in contemporary life, America's Prophet takes readers from Gettysburg to Selma, the
Silver Screen to the Oval Office, to understand how Moses shaped the nation's charac-
ter. America's Prophet is a thrilling original work of history that will forever change how
we view America, our faith and our future.


http://books.google.com/books/about/Mayflower.html?id=qk9AXww_XysC
http://books.google.com/books/about/Mayflower.html?id=qk9AXww_XysC
http://brucefeiler.com/books/americas-prophet/

S Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion by Father

mmemmeeses - Gregory Boyle.

| Tatt‘(;OSm('J*l’l‘- For twenty years, Gregory Boyle has run Homeboy Industries, a gang-
the Heart intervention program located in the Boyle Heights neighborhood of

Los Angeles, the gang capital of the world. In Tatfoos on the Heart,

Tee Power or

—— iy he disfills his experience working in the ghetto into a breathtaking
ﬁiﬁ series of parables inspired by faith.
i cgu‘qg_y“;{;j[c Arranged by theme and filled with sparkling humor and glowing gen-

s erosity, these essays offer a stirring look at how full our lives could be if
we could find the joy in loving others and in being loved unconditionally. From giant,
tattooed Cesar, shopping at J C Penney fresh out of prison, we learn how to feel worthy
of God's love. From ten-year-old Lula we learn the importance of being known and
acknowledged. From Pedro we understand the kind of patience necessary to rescue
someone from the darkness. In each chapter we benefit from Boyle's gentle, hard-
earned wisdom.

These essays about universal kinship and redemption are moving examples of the
power of unconditional love and the importance of fighting despair. Gorgeous and
uplifting, Tattoos on the Heart reminds us that no life is less valuable than another.

Happiness by Joan Chittister

Everyone wants to be happy, yet many wrongly believe that happi-
ness comes from having enough money, fame, personal comfort,
worldly success, or even dumb luck. Happiness seems to be an elu-
sive, arbitrary thing—something, all too often, just out of reach. Joan
Chittister sees happiness differently—as a personal quality to be
learned, mastered, and fearlessly wielded. In Happiness she embarks
on a “great happiness dig” through sociology, biology, neurology,
psychology, philosophy, history, and world religions to develop “an
archaeology of happiness.” Sifting through the wisdom of the ages,
Chittister offers inspiring insights that will help seekers everywhere cultivate true and
lasting happiness within themselves.

JOAN CHITTISTER

MARK YOUR CALENDARS - February 17-18, 2012 - I[UCC is pleased to host Marcus Borg
and John Dominic Crossan, best-selling authors and widely acclaimed speakers, who
will lead a two day conference: Jesus — Then and Now.

Take a look at the poster, below!


http://books.simonandschuster.com/Tattoos-on-the-Heart/Gregory-Boyle/9781439153024
http://books.simonandschuster.com/Tattoos-on-the-Heart/Gregory-Boyle/9781439153024
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/happiness-joan-d-chittister/1103278382

A LECTURE SERIES HOST Y IUCC
DESCRIBING JESUS IN THE HISTORICAL
MATRIX OF THE FIRST CENTURY AND HIS
SIGNIFICANCE TODAY, ESPECIALLY INTHE
CONTEXT OF AMERICAN CHRISTIANITY.

February 17-18, 2012

For mose infarmation and to register for the
oveat, cmnll mbhmarie@ivoc.org o cal
949.733.0220 x206

T
lrvine United Congregational Chuch

—__
4915 Alton Parkoway | Irvise, CA 52604

987320220
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1.U.C.C.
ADVENT WORKSHOP

o

04

DECEMBER 4, 2011
4-7PH

Join us for a “Recycled Christmas” gathering as the whole church comes together to
make ornaments from different collected and recycled materials as well as some
traditional decorations. Volunteer to help or to bring some of the needed materials. Sign
up to bring your favorite chili for the famous cook-off or a dish to share for dinner.
Invite your family, friends and neighbors to this annual and special event to welcome in
the Advent Season!

Crafts Include:
*Angel Ornaments  *Oranges with Cloves  *Christmas Flower Cups *Ruby’s Plates *Star
Ornaments  *Advent Wreaths with live greens  *Group Worship Banner

S =S i
Irvine United Congregational Church:?\s SIJ/

<~

4915 Alton Parkway, Irvine, CA 92604
949-733-0220 www.iucc.org
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MISSION ONE REPORT eS8 5573
Sunde MO“Q?LJ?\ gNFITED

The first | | daus of November

\

\

Let us begin with warm thanks — many kudos! — to Dave Schofield, who headed IUCC's
Mission 1 effort with great success. Dave had a lot of support from additional volun-
teers, including Ministry for Young People Chair Anne Rosse, IUCC's Advocates for
Peace and Justice, and others who stepped forward. Dave’'s modest comment was:

It really wasn't a difficult project, especially having so much in-
volvement and encouragement from IUCC leaders. | too hope
this becomes an annual event and that we can get our “service
related” ministries to incorporate this into their list or projects.

So what was, and is, all the buzz? |t's because Sunday November 6 was, for
IUCC, a huge day in every way. Pastor Paul noted that we had our best atten-
dance of the Fall season, as almost 300 people came out to honor loved ones
during three moving All-Saints Day services, and to be a part of our denomina-
tion - wide effort called Mission 1 in order to take action against world hunger.

Come to the Fair! After both first and second service, we held a

Direct-Service Fair. Casey Crosbie, our new Executive Director for y F il
Family Promise of Orange County, was introduced in worship, and amily

staffed a table in Plumer Hall. We learned through our church rep A Promise’

Building communities,

to Family Promise, Cheryl Arguile, that IUCC will be partnering with strengthening lives.
Church of the Foothills once a month, starting in January 2012.

gl | AIDS Services
W} | Foundation
M3 Orange County

Mavins,

- | ~..':‘/'?T%>\\\
unicef &

Partners in Direct Service. Family Promise's table was flank-
ed by volunteers from AIDS Service Foundation and Families
Forward, the familiar Irvine-based charity with which IUCC
has partnered for many years.

Also present in full scout uniforms were Sean and Frank Lar-
kin, at a table displaying the design for Sean's Eagle Scout
project, two new shaded benches for our pre-school
teachers to use while watching over children.

In addition, there were tables for UNICEF, the Advent Work-
shop and the upcoming mission frip to Guatemala.

12



http://www.ucc.org/mission1/
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/casey-crosbie/39/55a/226
http://familypromiseorangecounty.org/
http://chotf.org/index.htm
http://www.ocasf.org/
http://www.families-forward.org/
http://www.families-forward.org/
http://www.unicef.org/
http://www.iucc.org/calendar.html

IUCC’s Goals: Food Donations. In terms of goals, we had too many
food items over the 1,111 goal to count, and more are still coming
in. The front of the narthex had a huge display of food items, and in
the afternoon Dave and his volunteers packed up a truck with items
for AIDS Service Foundation. Four large bins’ worth of food were de- R——
livered on Monday, November 7 to the AIDS Service Foundation. Dave Schofield com-
mented:

It was a pleasure to deliver the food items we collected to ASF. They
were overwhelmed with the amount of food we delivered and were
so appreciative. It was heartwarming to see their reactions and to
hear of the wonderful work they are doing for the people they serve.

IUCC’s Goals: Speaking Out to Congress. Members and friends of IUCC
wrote 176 letters to members of Congress asking them not to cut
poverty-based funding & assistance. Joan Mortenson collected these
and mailed them the next day.

IUCC’s Goals: Cash Help for Neighbors in Need. For the United Church
of Christ’s program called Neighbors in Need, IUCC collected $1,726 in

all this year. We registered a nice portion of that donation during Mission 1 efforts.

Youth and Kids’ Contributions. During the Direct Service Fair, our youth group focused
on a service project of significance to them and to youth who will gather with us in the
future: renovating the youth room.

Our younger kids wrote notes of welcome to the families who will be staying with our
churches in our Family Promise program, and made colorful flower pots for shut-ins.
They then wrote their thoughts down about what it would feel like if they were hungry.
They did this following a rehearsal with John St. Marie for their upcoming choral
performance in worship on November 20.

All'in all, it was a great day! We will be thinking about how we might do this
kind of thing every year. We'll have some discussions — and watch for a
fabulous direct service weekend again in 2012.

13


http://www.ucc.org/nin/

Youth Group Report
By Sarah Fiske-Phillips

Hello IUCC!

The old adage “time flies when you're having fun” has certainly been true
for the IUCC Youth Group this month. October seems like it just started yes-
terday, but now we are comfortably into November.

Sarah October started off with family camp at Pilgrim Pines, and we had a small
group of youth atftend. It was a great way to meet other people from local congrego-
tions as well as strengthen our own community. The highlights of the weekend were
making apple crisp and playing Apples to Apples. After family camp, we quickly started
working on youth Sunday.

Youth Sunday was a huge success, with over fifteen young people participating. From
the sermon to the children’s time, and the offertory to the call to worship, everyone did
a fantastic job in their roles, and was truly inspiring fo me, and to the congregation. It
has been great to see the youth as a part of the service twice in the last few months...
and we look forward to seeing them again in December.

October ended with Trunk-or-Treat. It was a fun event with high participation from the
congregation. The youth helped hand out candy to the younger kids, and also led
games for them.

The Youth Christmas Presentation will be on December 18" during the service, so
November and December will be spent preparing for that.

Thanks, as always, for your support.
Peace,

Sarah
sarahfiskephillips@gmail.com

Upcoming November Youth Events

November 12, 2011 (Saturday!) From 2:00-6:00pm we will be
painting our mural on the wall in the Youth Room. | hope that
you all can make it for at least part of the time. Please let me
know if you will be there, if you need aride, or have any
questions!

November 20, 2011 - Christmas Preparation (Attendance is
important), 12:30-2:30 at IUCC

November 27, 2011 — No Youth Group (Thanksgiving Weekend)

14



http://www.pilgrimpinescamp.org/
mailto:sarahfiskephillips@gmail.com

Congratulations Are In Order !

Scott Rychnovsky Named Fellow of American Chemical
Society

University of California, Irvine Chemistry department chair Scott
Rychnovsky has been named a 2011 fellow of the American Chemi-
cal Society. He specializes in organic and synthetic chemistry, in-
cluding the synthesis of complex natural products and development
of novel materials that could lead to the creation of effective new
drugs. The chemical society, an independent body created by
Congress and based in Washington, D.C., is the largest scientific

group of its kind, with 165,000 members who conduct work related to or using

chemistry.

B To Valentin Schuberto: who in October conducted a
choral group [the IUCC Chancel Choir] for the first fime!

STOP
HUNGER

CROP WALK OUTCOMES !

w The 23rd annual CROP Walk held October 9 at the Newport
Beach Back Bay was a wonderful success again this year.
The hour-long walk raised between $16,000 and $17,000 to
help fight hunger world-wide. This local Newport Beach-
Irvine CROP Walk was one of 1,600 such walks nationwide.

IUCC's conftributions to this year's CROP Walk were signif-
icant again this year. Our congregation collected
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$1,955, placing us second only to Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church, a much larger congregation. Over the
past twenty years of our participation in this event, IUCC
has always been among the top three contributors out
of the twenty or more churches involved.

A quarter of the funds raised go to local organizations such
as Catholic Workers in Santa Ana or Share Our Selves in
b Costa Mesa. The rest are distributed nationally and infer-
I hationally by Church World Service. So let's give ourselves a
pat on the back for our part in fighting poverty and hunger.

Click, and check out this four-minute You Tube video to see
what the day looked like. The pictures accompanying this
article are “screen captures” from the video. The music on
W the video is The Road to Happy sung by Jack Brown, our
"M special guest who sang on the day of the CROP Walk.

Pastor Tellstrom speaks for all of us in his commendation:
IUCC walks the walk in many ways every year, whether it is
the Crop Walk, the AIDS Walk or our continuing journey
fowards a vision of radical inclusivity. Thank you to our
organizers and our walkers for another year of commitment
fo this important piece of our mission in this community."

We are
Just Peace

t'!-
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News from the Prayer Shawl Ministry

Knitting on Wheels!

Next opportunity is upcoming in December. Here are the details.

We will leave Irvine station via Metrolink at 2:14 A.M. on Wednesday,

December 14, headed for an arrival at Orange, scheduled for 9:31.

We plan to browse consignment / antique shops, and take lunch at

Watson's soda fountain, or The Abbey, or any other restaurant in the area (there are
several). We will leave Orange at 3:13 P.M., and arrive back in Irvine at 3:34.

Plan to be at Irvine station about 8:50 A.M. to use the vending machine for purchas-
ing tickets. Note that the vending machine is mandatory: there are no over-the-
counter sales for Metrolink tickets.

Questionse Contact Bobe Moss, at bobbemoss@cox.net

Important News for the Congregation
from the Building Task Force

By Keith Boyum, Moderator

IUCC's Building Task Force reported to the congregation at the May 2011 annual
meeting — and will have another report, and a motion about moving forward, for the
congregation to consider at the upcoming January 15, 2012 annual meeting. It is worth
exploring why we formed this task force, what has motivated its work and its recom-
mendations, and what the path ahead may include, if the congregation so decides.

It's about growth, and plans. In this November newsletter, we will review growth
in numbers, growth in programs, and the congregation’s long range plan that
together have made IUCC a vital place now, and will make IUCC a still-more vital
congregation in the next few years.

It's about priorities, and affordability. In the December IUCC newsletter, we will
review the specifics of the vision for staged facilities renewal and expansion that
the Task Force developed, and which the IUCC Administrative Board endorsed at
its October 2011 meeting. An important key is to fit the renewal and expansion of
our facilities within the financial capabilities of the congregation. We don’t want
to “crowd out,” financially, the programs that will achieve our vision for serving
both congregation and community.
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Growth and Plans.

People join particular congregations for many reasons. Some who affiliate with us want
simply to join the nearest United Church of Christ congregation. Others agree with
IUCC's progressive Christianity. Still others find that our Open and Affirming posture is
welcome, or that our Just Peace commitment is attractive. Some choose IUCC
because we are nearby, because friends have affiliated, because they like the
preacher, or the way we do Sunday services, or want to sing in a strong choir.

Programs, and Program Vitality. However the mention of the choir takes us to another
reason for growth, and crucially for continuance in membership. That is the programs
we mount at [UCC. Programs can sustain us individually, as persons; and programs can
provide for expression of Christian values. Of course, many programs do both, as where
people develop friendships in a context of congregational activities. A lack of
programs to sustain and enrich members usually marks

Programs take leaders. In fact, IUCC is rich in talented volunteers, and has taken steps
to bolster our paid staff.
» The most visible and remarkable change was the addition of an Associate Pastor
about two years ago.

We have additionally

+ identified a talented youth leader, and widened both activities and numbers of
youth who spend high-quality time with each other;

% engaged young adults with programs that begin (but do not end) with Bread for
the Journey;

% added interns to the Chancel Choir, which at the same time boasts a
membership much larger than five or so years ago;

% re-oriented our Adult Programs leadership, and bolstered that suite of programes.

Volunteer leaders have emerged for

= our new Stephen Ministry;

» qa Friendly Visitor program;

= Comma groups (IUCC's small groups program);

= our relationship with Family Promise;

= programs of direct service, like those we celebrated on November é6th;

-- and many additional active ministries.

+ We are present in our community, and in all of our lives, in rich ways
not found in our shared circles just a few years ago.
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All of these programs, whether led by staff or by volunteers, sustain us as persons, as
Christians, as small groups, and as a congregation. Without them, we would be less-
engaged with [IUCC, more apt to drift away, likelier to find a different congregation
where sharing, sustenance, and vital engagement were in fact offered.

However, with such programs (and more programs to come): we have
grown in humbers, and we have grown in the intensity of our relationships
with each other and with [IUCC. Many testify that they have also grown in
personal fulfillment and Christian purpose.

In fact, our growth in programs has been a little dizzying for some long-time members.
You see, the suitable engagement / response to IUCC congregational offerings is not
what it once was. Then, it was to fry to take in everything, as a way of seeing friends, as
a way of showing support. However, now, in our grown-larger context, a suitable
engagement / response to congregational offerings may very well be different. It may
be to choose a suitable number of activities and events from a smorgasbord that has
grown large and attractive, while taking care to ensure that at least some persons
within our large group are also within the small group whom we regularly meet, greet,
and spend “program time” with. (Just there lies the importance for [IUCC'’s future that
our congregational leaders have seen in the still-new Comma Groups. They are places
to engage on a basic, very personal, level.)

Growth in Numbers. I[UCC has also grown in number of members. Pastor Tellstrom
reports that 201 new members have joined IUCC since he arrived five and a half years
ago. Thatis a little more than 33 per year (though of course, some have left us for
various reasons). Another useful statistic is, simply, membership. With a few weeks still to
go in 2011, our membership numbers 322. At the end of the year in 2005, the
comparable number was 216. That amounts to growth a bit over 49% in the period.

» Did you get that? We are “half-again” larger in size!

Long Range Plans. Anficipating growth, reacting to growth, and seeking still more
growth led to the formation of a Long Range Planning Task Force for the congregation,
which reported in January 2011. The report from that group is available on the IUCC
web site, by clicking here. At the January 2011 annual meeting, a motion was adopted
by the congregation to receive the report, and to commend it for implementation by
the congregational leadership.

Several consequential recommendations were included in that report. A general guide
to future staff hiring was part of that. Specific directions for program growth were
named.

And the long range plan asked that a Building Task Force be formed, to develop the
specifics of a building plan for IUCC. The Long Range Planning Task Force envisioned
building and space expansion to serve staff and programs, accommodating our
growth. However, the Long Range Planning group specifically provided that they saw
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no need to expand the sanctuary. IUCC presently has one moderately full service on
Sunday mornings, and can surely accommodate growth in worship attendance at
services and hours other than at 11 AM.

A Building Task Force. In fact, a Building Task Force was named, and offered a report at
the IUCC congregational meeting in May 2011. There will be another, more specific,
report, and a proposed motion for congregational consideration, at the January 15,
2012 annual meeting. It will propose ways forward, in fact to accommodate growth in
IUCC programs and to better house and support IUCC staff.

In the December newsletter, | will review what these proposed plans are. But they are
not secret, and so here is the headline: the Building Task Force, and the Administrative
Board, envision a modest expansion of space for our child care center, housing itin a
new high-quality modular building on the IUCC “campus;” making vigorous use of that
space when not in use for child care, such as for Sunday morning education for all
ages; and modestly refurbishing and upgrading the current temporary building that
now houses the child care center during the week, for staff and program purposes. Our
present staff space is today simply inadequate, and by tomorrow it will be . . . well,
beyond inadequate. The relief afforded by a re-purposed Atwood Building [the formal
name for our temporary building] will be . . . better than anything Speedy Alka-Seltzer
ever had in mind.

B More about the plans to rectify our facilities situation, and to support our staff and
our mutual future, in next month’s newsletter.

Irvine
United Congregational

Church
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Around the Congregation — October, 2011

Photos by Janet Johnson, IUCC Historian
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Here is where we stood at the end of the ninth month of 2011:

Actual Budget Variance
Pos. (Neg.)
Net Income (Loss):
General Fund ($38,927) ($5,249) ($33,678)
Early Childhood Center 34,327 4,786 29,541
Combined net Income (Loss) ($4,600) ($463) ($4,137)

The September financial snapshot shows that the summer-long slump in
congregational giving was continuing. While this is not unusual for the
summer months, we are looking forward to this frend reversing as we head

into the last three months of the year.

The Early Childhood Center continues to make a significant contribution to

the overall results.

Respectfully submitted,

Greg Guth
Treasurer
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Business Cards

Editor’'s Note. In this feature we make known the professional services and businesses of

IUCC members.

Submissions — for IUCC members only, please — are subject to light

editing to conform to the essentially demure announcements style. Please send any
proposed business cards to: keith.ooyum@gmail.com. All submissions are due at the

first of the month; and earlier submissions are welcome.

A
Irvine United Congregational Church \:\\ ”fé:

oy

——

Golf Lessons
Frank Larkin, PGA
Oak Creek Golf Club
949-439-2771

Real Estate Broker
Representing Buyers & Sellers —
Residential Properties
Roger Laule
Cell: 949-400-5123
rogerlaule@gmail.com

Whidden Realty
Represent Buyers and Sellers
Primary Residences and Investments
Carl Whidden, Broker Owner
626-296-2020
CarlWhidden@earthlink.net

Landscape Architecture;
Residential Exterior Space Design
Windsor Decks & Gardens
Corona del Mar, CA
Claudia Schmutzler
949-322-8616
www.windsordecksandgardens.com
claudia@windsordecksandgardens.com

Investments, Insurance, Financial Planning
Worth Giller, ChFC

Cambridge Financial Partners, LLC
Griffin Towers, 6 Hutton Centre Drive, #1020
Santa Ana, CA 92707
714-361-7425
Worth.Giller@CambridgeFP.com
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Powerful Parenting
Dr. Lorraine Fox

DEVELOPING AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE

In the last week of October | worked at a special educa-
tion agency here in Orange County. During the course of
the workshop one of the parficipants mentioned how hun-
ary the students were going to be when they returned to
school on Tuesday because they had Monday off for a
faculty education day. The people then went on to talk
about how some of the students got most of what they
ate at school, which means they get breakfast and lunch
on school days and not much at all over the weekend.
Reflecting on this during my ride home | got a mental im-
age of the huge pile of food that has been accumulating
in the narthex of IUCC in the weeks leading up to Novem-
ber 6th. | wondered if the children passing through the
front door of the church were clear that this food would
be going to their neighbors here, not to some unknown
people in a distant land. Itis hard for me to imagine that one of “our” children would
arrive to church on Sunday not having eaten on Saturday and having to use the after
church snacks as their Sunday meal, and then wait for school on Monday to get some
breakfast and lunch.

During this month of the holiday revolving around what is fre-
quently referred to as a “Thanksgiving feast” we are presented
with a wonderful opportunity to talk with our children about
why we are able to be so abundant with our Thanks —giving. It
seems important to start really early, even in the pre-school
years, and certainly through grade and high school years, to
help our young people develop an “attitude of gratitude” for
all we are blessed to actually be tempted to take for granted here in our community. It
would be so easy to assume that everyone is as fortunate as we are because they live
here. And yet our children may sit next to someone in school who tries to cover up their
stomach grumbles as a sign of their hunger. There may be classmates sitting close to
them who are embarrassed to be looking at them with longing as they unpack their
lunch.

Pastor Elizabeth has been doing such a fabulous job of exposing our children during her
children’s sermons and organized “mission” trips to expose our children and youth to the
needs of others. During this month of indulging in food | think parents and the rest of us
can support her message by taking time to help our children know how learning to be
grateful can change the way they will live for the rest of their lives. Gratefulness is
defined as a “warm feeling of deep appreciation”. Itis a good feeling, and one we do
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not want to deprive our kids of learning to cultivate. Learning to be grateful will affect
all areas of one'’s life, both within the self and in relationship to others. Itis an opposite
feeling to that of smug “entitlement”.

P. McWilliams challenges us to develop “conscious gratefulness”. Just as we can
choose our attitudes (habits of thought), we can choose what to be conscious, or
aware of. In the course of our everyday lives we can choose what to focus on: what
we want or don’'t have, or what we are blessed to have. By choose positive attitudes,
and choosing to include in that an attitude of gratfitude, we are choosing inner happi-
ness. Negative attitudes create feelings of misery and disappointment. Learning to
look at our worlds through grateful eyes is a gift we give ourselves, and bring feelings of
joy and contentment. And this can become a habit.

Saying “grace,” or prayers of gratitude before meails, is
not only about thanking God for what we have, it is also
about teaching us to be thoughtful and grateful before
eating and not to take our abundance for granted.
?‘*. gives us a spirit of grace. Many families go around The

'+ table at the holiday to share something they are grateful

'?’ for. | wonder if this wouldn't be a good idea for alll

\ N meals, rather than just one meal a year. God, through
No’rure has given us no’r only what we need, but many little extras. Sometimes we can
look through our windows and see beautiful flowers. Sometimes we are serenaded
while we eat but beautiful bird songs. Sometimes our pet brushes up against us, remind-
ing us what “uncondifional love™ is.

During our recent series on infants we learned that the first “lesson” in life is that we can
count on having feelings of distress and our comfort cannot be always assured. Learn-
ing to appreciate the good things in our lives on a regular basis will help our children,
and us, get through the difficult times with more grace and a better perspective.

And so in the spirit of “walking the talk”, maybe we could all pause just a moment-
parents and children together - as we walk past all the accumulated groceries and say
an appreciative and thoughtful “Thank you” for all we have — a church filled with
people we are truly thankful to see and who are happy to see us each week, enough
to eat that we are arriving satiated, enough money to be able to buy food for others,
and a God who loves us.

HAPPY THANKS-GIVING.

Irvine
United Congregational

Church

26



News & Notes

Irvine United Congregational Church
4915 Alton Parkway

Irvine, CA 92604

WWW.iucc.org

27


http://www.iucc.org/

