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March and St. Patrick!   
Lent continues. 

       ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aƻƴǘƘΗ 
 
 
 
Read on . . . . . .  See the pictures! 

 
 
 

 
 

      Important: 
If you, or someone you know, wishes to receive this News 
& Notes but cannot access the Internet, please do either of 
the following:  [a] let the church office know at (949) 733-
0220, and we can mail a printed copy; or [b] just pick up a 
printed copy in the narthex on a Sunday morning. 
 
 
 

 

PastorΩs column 

Notes from Pastor Paul 

 
 

I have been a big fan of Bishop 
John Shelby Spong for many 
years.  I spent a day listening to 
him at a TCPC event in Phila-
delphia eight or nine years ago, 
and he was the main reason I 
went.  I was not disappointed.  
Thus, when we were able to 
engage him at IUCC, I was 
delighted. 
 
Jack and Christine Spong had 
dinner with some of our staff 
and spouses at the end of their 
day with us on February 28.  
They thoroughly enjoyed their 
visit to IUCC as much as we 
enjoyed having them.  Chris-
tine told us that we were one 
of the most responsive venues 
that they had taken part in 
within recent memory.  I am 
not surprisedτthe energy in 
the room was electric at 
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3:00, while the warmth of his message at our 
second service s was palpable. 
 
Just before our afternoon session with Bishop 
Spong, two young adults swept into the church in 
leather and motorcycle helmets, making for a very 
dashing pair.  I met them again at dinnerτ
Stephan Wolfert and Dawn Stern are actors who 
portray Jack and Christine Spong in the play, A 
Pebble in My Shoe.  They fell in love and married 
while portraying the couple, and the Spongs 
naturally feel a particular affection for them.  We 
talked about the idea of having them come to 
IUCC, maybe next year, to perform the play for us.    
 If we do, the Spongs are interested in being  

From left:  Christine Spong; Bishop Spong; Robin-      involved in some way.  You can read a review of  
Marie McClement; Pastor Paul; Pastor Elizabeth        the play here:   
                                               Photo credit:  Keith Boyum               http://www.curtainup.com/pebbleinmyshoe.html. 

 
We are moving through Lent, and looking forward a bit as well.  Palm Sunday will bring a new addi-
tion to our sanctuary, described below.  Maundy ThursdŀȅΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 
using our worship space, and we will be joined by Scott Williams again playing hammered dulcimer.  
Easter will be an extravaganza of music and renewal.  I hope to see you in the next few weeks! 
 

Now about the new addition.  When the large dome, our sanctuary, was finished not that 
Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎǇŀŎŜ άŘƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦέ  !ŦǘŜǊ L 
arrived, we looked at L¦//Ωǎ memorial funds and the decision was made to put the majority 
of them into reducing the debt on our loan.  The remaining undesignated funds were set 
aside to begin finishing the sanctuary.  Thus, for example, when we needed to increase our 
seating, we were able to fill our chancel area with new chairs and choir racks in memory of 
Patrick Thornton.  However, there is more to be done. 

 
A few years ago, congregation members were invited to join with the architectural committee to 
give feedback about finishing our space, and two imperatives emerged: we should commit to using 
wood in any additional chancel pieces in order to enhance the sound, and we should have a 
designer who is knowledgeable about acoustics.  We think we have found 
such a designer.  Jeff Tortorelli is a master craftsman who has worked in 
major worship spaces where these concerns are equally important. He has 
done major worship spaces, including ς impressively ς Our Lady Queen of 
Angels Cathedral in downtown Los Angeles.  You can see his work at 
http://www.tortorelli.com/ .   
 
Thus, we are taking another step on the road to finishing our space, with Jeff 
¢ƻǊǘƻǊŜƭƭƛΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƘŜƭǇ.  On Palm Sunday, you will see the next piece of 
chancel furnishings unveiledτa brand new pulpit designed especially for 

http://www.curtainup.com/pebbleinmyshoe.html
http://www.tortorelli.com/
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IUCC.  Our architectural committee approved the design, and the Administrative Board approved 
the work to be supported ŦǊƻƳ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ 
rendering here.  The pulpit is being made with a pneumatic lift so that it can be both wheelchair-
accessible and low enough for special events so as not to obstruct sightlines.   
 
A newly expanded architectural committee is meeting soon to look at additional sketches and 
designs for our space.  Committee members include Dave Schofield, Susan Sherman, Michael 
Spindle, Dale Vaughan, and myself.  When the pulpit is in place, designs for the altar, back wall and 
modesty panel will be made available and placed where you can readily see them.  There is seed 
money for the remaining pieces, but more will have to be raised as we are able to purchase each 
part of the design.     

Faithfully Yours, 
Pastor Paul 

 
 

From Pastor Elizabeth 
 

Dear IUCC, 

 

We are in the midst of Lent, and March is upon us.  That being the case, 
we are marching towards Good Friday ŀƴŘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aƻƴǘƘΦ  CƛǊǎǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ уΣ мфммΣ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Day was birthed by the women joined together in Copenhagen for the 
1910 Socialist International meeting.  The holiday also honors the 1908 
march in New York /ƛǘȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƭŀōƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎǳŦŦǊŀƎŜΦ 
 

²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ нллоΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
ƘǳƎŜ ƳŀǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƻŦ tŀǊƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
protesting the oncoming war in Iraq.  The French seem to take it as a given 
that these issues go hand-in-hand. In Guatemala in March of 2005, I got to 
watch schoolchildren put on skits in which little girls took on the roles of all the different career 
opportunities that could be open to them.  Six-year-old Dalyla, with whom I lived, told me she 
wanted someday to be a secretary, a teacher, and also the president.  If any indigenous Mayan 
ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ DǳŀǘŜƳŀƭŀΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ LΩŘ ōŜǘ ƛǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŜǊΗ 
 

L ƭŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀōƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ƻǳr country, and that this important 
commemoration goes largely unnoticed.  Last weekend I had the profound honor and pleasure of 
getting to learn from both the Rev. Dr. Tony Campolo when he spoke at University Synagogue and of 
course Bishop John Shelby SponƎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  !ƴŘ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ 
in a way that I will remember because of how much they touched me.   
 

Rev. Campolo mesmerized us with stories about his work in Haiti.  He told about three young girls 
who came up to him on the street, the oldest not more than 17, who offered themselves to him for 
$10 a night each.  He offered to pay $30 for all three and invited them up to his hotel room.  In the 
meantime, he had ordered that huge banana splits be sent from room service and that all the Disney 
cartoons the hotel be sent to his room.  He and the girls sat and ate and laughed late into the night 
until the three of them feel asleep on the bed and he in the chair.  He knew he had not solved their 
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ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ άǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ŦƛƭǘƘȅ ŀǿŦǳƭ ƳŜƴ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŦƻǊ ϷмлΦέ  .ǳǘ ƘŜ 
felt ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩŘ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘΣ and at least he had given them back their childhood for that one 
night.                           [See http://www.tonycampolo.org/abouttony.php for more on Tony Campolo ς ed.] 
 

.ƛǎƘƻǇ {ǇƻƴƎΩǎ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ōƻŀǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
their accomplishments through their important work in our world.  I remember so clearly my own 
father telling me as a child that I could do and be anything I wanted.  When I received a call to 
ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ L ŦŜƭǘ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΗ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ 
theory regarding the Catholic hierarchy changing their minds on women if the priests had their own 
daughters can ever be proven true.  Bishop Spong also profoundly highlighted the limitations 
Christianity has historically offered women when he spoke of the options being virginity in the 
nunnery or forced motherhood ad nauseam through marriage without birth control, with of course 
the highest virtue being to try to imitate the impossible perfection of the Virgin Mother.   
 

So what do we do?  How do we raise our daughters and our sons to know their own full worth 
and potential?  How do we stand in solidarity with oppressed girls and women throughout the 
world?  How do we counter-ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ƭƛŦǘ ǳǇ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŜƴǘŀƛƭǎΚ   

[See http://www.internationalwomensday.com/ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ ς ed.] 
 

Well, I think intentionally acting out of our place as progressive Christians may be our best asset.  To 
speak from and for the church and God in a new way.  To focus on the next generation and bring 
them up in a church setting in which they learn the Bible and the tradition from a modern perspec-
tive intimately linked to love and justice for all.  To give generously through the wonderful inter-
national outletǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ hƴŜ DǊŜŀǘ IƻǳǊ ƻŦ {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 
to learn and talk and act together regarding these issues through all the opportunities we have in 
our church and community.   
 

To this end, you are cordially invited to attend the Lent and Feminist Theology class meeting 
Wednesdays at 7pm in Plumer Hall through March 24 or to think about what you can contribute to 
the life of our children and youth through Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, or some other 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƻǊƴΦ  [Ŝǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
need a midwife. 

Lƴ DƻŘΩǎ tŜŀŎŜΣ  
Elizabeth 

 

 

Overleaf: A Rotogravure ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇ {ǇƻƴƎΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ L¦// 
On February 28, 2010.  Enjoy! 

(Worship service photos courtesy of Suellen Rowe. 
Luncheon shots courtesy of Keith Boyum) 

 

˅Wikipedia says this about rotogravure [see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rotogravure]: 

In the 1930sς1960s, newspapers published relatively few photographs and instead many 
newspapers published separate rotogravure sections in their Sunday editions. These sections 
were devoted to photographs and identifying captions, not news stories. Irving Berlin's song 
Easter Parade specifically refers to these sections in the lines "the photographers will snap us, 
and you'll find that you're in the rotogravure."  

http://www.tonycampolo.org/abouttony.php
http://www.internationalwomensday.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rotogravure
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irving_Berlin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_Parade_(song)
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Above:  Bishop Spong; Pastor Paul;  
                                  Carl Whidden 

 
Left:  Alex McClement; Renae Boyum; 
George Fulton; Ruby Fulton; Ian Mc-
Clement; Robinmarie McClement 

 
Below:  Pastor Elizabeth; Rev. Ernest 

Fowler; Glenda Wyant; Rev. Ken Wyant 
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Adult Education Opportunities 
 
Continuing through Lent:  a SPECIAL WEEKLY CLASS WITH PASTOR ELIZABETH:  

FEMINIST THEOLOGY AND LENT.  WEDNESDAYS * through March 31 * 7PM * PLUMER HALL 
 

Please come to explore the intersection of these important topics in a 
weekly class meeting throughout the season of Lent.  

 
We will be reading through and discussing the devotional Gifts from Within: Women's Meditations 
for Lent by the women of Brigid's Place, an ecumenical women's ministry in Houston.  (The book can 
be purchased at a bookstore, from Amazon, or ordered through Elizabeth).  
  
This book will also be supplemented with selections copied from more scholarly texts that Elizabeth 
will provide, e.g., An Ecofeminist Perspective on Ash Wednesday and Lent by Sylvia A. Sweeney, 
Proverbs of Ashes by Rita Nakashima Brock and Rebecca Ann Parker, Taking up the Cross: New 
Testament Interpretation through Latina and Feminist Eyes by Barbara Reid, Cross Examinations 
edited by Marit Trelstad, etc. 

 

ǒ  Please note: This class is open to all genders, and everyone is encouraged to attend one 
class or the whole series. 

 
 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL ς March 14 ς 21 ς The Lake As the World.  This session from LTQ will focus 
on the matrix that is historical and geographical in looking at the ministry of Jesus of Nazareth. What 
was Jesus doing by the lakeside?  Why precisely there? Why precisely then?  Join us each week ς 10-
10:40 am in Plumer Hall. Childcare is provided.        Robinmarie facilitating.  
 
 

 CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY FOUNDERS DAY WITH MARCUS BORG ς MARCH 19,20  
Marcus Borg will be giving three lectures on: Jesus Then and Now and 

there is a luncheon and another lecture that evening.  Saturday is also filled with 
many events.  Information and registration forms are available in Narthex.  See 
Robinmarie or Becky Roach for details.   Check it out here:  

 http://www.chapman.edu/churchrelations/founders.asp 

 
 

 
GODSPELL - FRIDAY,  MARCH 26, 2010 ς 7:00 ς 9:30 PM  

Join us for a special movie night as we gather in Plumer Hall to 
watch the classic movie, GodspellΣ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ {ŎƘǿŀǊǘȊΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜǎ άƛƳǇǊƻǾƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
parables, bringing these lessons to life. Bring family, friends and a 
comfortable blanket or chair to sit on and we will provide the popcorn 
and snacks!    See Robinmarie for details.  
 

http://www.chapman.edu/churchrelations/founders.asp
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WALK THE LABYRINTH ς SATURDAY, APRIL 2, OPEN FROM: 10 AM - 
2 PM - PLUMER HALL  

A labyrinth is an ancient symbol that relates to wholeness. It 
combines the imagery of the circle and the spiral into a meandering 
but purposeful path. The Labyrinth represents a journey to our own 
center and back again out into the world. Labyrinths have long been 
used as meditation and prayer tools. It is an archetype with which we 
can have a direct experience.  It is a metaphor for life's journey. It is a 
symbol that creates a sacred space and place and takes us out of our 
ego to "That Which Is Within."  It has only one path.  The way in is 

the way out. There are no blind alleys. The path leads you on a circuitous path to the center and out 
again. At its most basic level the labyrinth is a metaphor for the journey to the center of your 
deepest self and back out into the world with a broadened understanding of who you are.  It only 
takes a few minutes to walk the Labyrinth but the time you take to walk the path is up to you. It is a 
path of grace and is open to all. No reservation is necessary. 
 
 
²ha9bΩ{ C9[[h²{ILt ς ANNUAL RETREAT, MAY 1-2, 2010.  Open the Door ~ Our annual spring-
weekend retreat is held the first weekend in May and is a highlight and touchstone for the women 
of our congregation and guests who they invite. In relaxed settings, through conversation, 
meditation, worship and moments of delight and play, God blesses our women in unique and 
challenging ways. We hold our retreat at Pilgrim Pines Camp and Conference Center in Oak Glen.  
Cost $80.   See Robinmarie for details.  
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