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A Busy Summer !   

 

 

 

New Programs  

Are Developing ! 

 

 

 

 

 

Read on . . . . . .   
 

 

      Important : 

If you, or someone you know, wishes to 

receive this News & Notes  but cannot 

access the Internet, please do  either  of 

the following:  [a] let the church office 

know  at (949) 733 -0220, and we can 

mail a printed copy; or [b] just pick up a 

printed copy in the narthex on a Sunday 

morning.  
 
 
 

 

From the Pastorõs 

Desk é 
 
 

 
 

 

Summer is here at last, and yet the 

activities donõt stop!  Elizabeth and I 

have scheduled three òPastorsõ Pot-

lucksó and you can read more about 

them in her column.  I hope you can 

stop by and help me figure out the grill (I 

am not a cook).  Last year, I called Lindy 

Garber to ask her to stoke up the coals 

on the afternoon of the potluck, and 

when she responded from Nova Scotia, I 

knew we would be eating late that 

night, which we did ñbut a good time 

was had by all.  

 

Leadership Retreat Ahead .  In mid -July, 

we w ill have our annual leadership 

retreat, where new leaders are invited to 

begin wearing the important roles they 

have agreed to take on .  Our on -going 

leaders will join with them to focus on 

where we will be going this year.
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IUCC is at a  place where we need to be providing more opportunities for 

people to bond with each other in smaller circles ñgroups that provide 

opportunities to learn, share, and build friendships within the congregation.  

Already, the knitting group, Womenõs Fellowship, Bible study, Seekers and 

other groups are filled with energy, while others are getting off the ground, 

such as a new Stephen Ministry, the Advocates for Peace and Justice, a 

bereavement group, and the breast cancer support group.  These groups 

are open t o the congregation according to interest.  In addition to these 

groups, smaller ones are forming where lasting friendships are already 

being made.  I would like to encourage you to consider being a part of 

such a group as we get them started.  

 

At one of ou r recent Conference òChurch Vitalityó events, Michael Piazza was the 

featured speaker.  He is active in the new òCenter for Progressive Renewaló movement, 

and a wonderful speaker.  Our Church Vitality leader at the Conference is Gary 

Roberts, and one day w hen he was over at our house, he said, òPaul, you have to find 

an opportunity to hear Mike Piazza ñwe have to get some churches together to host 

him.ó   

 

Well, I did better than that!  Michael has agreed to fly in to Irvine  to be with us and to 

share his knowledge and expertise during our Leadership Retreat.  He will join Elizabeth 

and me in the chancel and preach at both services on Sunday, July 18.  

 

Michael Piazza is a spiritual visionary; author and social justice 

advoca te who currently serves as Dean of the Cathedral of 

Hope in Dallas, Texas.  In 1987, at the height of the AIDS crisis, 

he came to what was then a Metropolitan Community 

Church (GLBT) of some three hundred members, and with 

the vision that they needed to pr ovide a place where 

people could have hope, they flourished.  

 

In the last decade, Cathedral of Hope disaffiliated from the 

MCC and decided that their vision was much more in line 

with the United Church of Christ.  Today, they are probably 

our second larges t church at roughly 4,000 members.  Mike 

will share a little of the story of vitality and hope that came      

              Rev. Piazza              during his ministry there, which ended in 2007.  He is now the  

                                              Dean of the Cathedral of Hope, and spends his time helping 

progressive churches to rediscover their purpose and mission.  

 

Changes in Music Leadership .  I am so grateful for this interim period in our music 

program, because I had the opport unity to work with Tina Glander Peterson.  Tina took 

a real interest in who we were, and how she might best serve a p rogressive Christian 

church.  She is professional every inch of the way, and a delight to be with.  I will miss 
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her, as I know many of you will, as Tina moves on to become the head of the music 

program at Irvine High School, replacing the much -loved Rich Messenger.  

 

  John St. Marie  

 

John St. Marie will begin on August 1 as our new music director, and 

he is a gentle, warm and thoughtful presence.  We have  shared 

some time together, both in our interview and again less formally 

here at the church.  I hope you òtakeó to him as quickly as I have.  I 

thank our search committee for the long, considerate, and often 

difficult process as so many very talented peop le applied for this 

position.  

 

 

 

 

Conference (UCC) Updates .  As the new moderator for the Southern California -

Nevada Conference of the United Church of Christ, I should bring you news from our 

recent Annual Gathering, but Elizabeth has already framed it better than I could, so I 

invite you to read her column, and th en see reproduced in this newsletter (Page s 6-

9) the three resolutions that were overwhelmingly passed, or read them 

here:  

 

1) Be A Global Mission Conference   http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/docum

ents/Resolution -GlobalMissionConference.pdf  

 

2) Mindful and Faithful Living  http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/docum

en ts/Resolution -MindfulFaithfulEating.pdf  

 

3) Letter of Support & Solidarity with 

Southwest Conference in opposition 

of Arizona Law SB1070  

 

http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/docum

ents/LtrSupportSouthwestConf.pdf  

 

 

 

ü Now that these resolutions reflect who we are as a Conference, how do we 

incorporate them into our understanding of sacred activism here at IUCC?   

 

Faithfully Yours,  

Pastor Paul 
 
 
 

http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/documents/Resolution-GlobalMissionConference.pdf
http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/documents/Resolution-GlobalMissionConference.pdf
http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/documents/Resolution-MindfulFaithfulEating.pdf
http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/documents/Resolution-MindfulFaithfulEating.pdf
http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/documents/LtrSupportSouthwestConf.pdf
http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/documents/LtrSupportSouthwestConf.pdf
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From Pastor Elizabeth  
 

  

Dear Congregation,  

 

I am bursting with excitement about so many things coming up 

this summer!  

 

HELP WANTED! 
X Wanna teach junior/senior high Sunday School?   

X Wanna  accompany the Youth Group on an outing or activity?   

X Wanna help plan a potential end -of -summer trip for our youth 

to the Manzanar Japanese -American Internment Camp and the 

United Farm Worker Headquarters?   

Please do let me knowé 

 

Conference Update.   On June 11 -12 

Paul, Robinmarie, Don Bjorklund, Terry 

LePage, Laura Kemp, and I all attended 

the Annual Gathering of our Southern 

CA/NV Conference.  Many wonderful 

things happened there, including Paul 

being installed as our new Conferen ce 

Moderator, the Rev. Felix Villanueva 

being installed as our new Conference 

Minister, and three very important resolu -

tions being passed.  I believe all three of 

the resolutions fit very well into IUCCõs 

mission and our stance as a church 

supporting peac e and justice.  [See the 

resolutions identified above, in Paulõs 

column ; and see them also reproduced 

below in this newsletter (page s 6-9).] 

 

We are being encouraged by our 

conference to act in ways in which we 

as a congregation can support these 

resolutions.  I am so glad to know that 

discussions and steps are already being 

taken in this direction.   

For instance, firstly, I know some of us in 

the congregation have been trained by 

UCC Global Ministries as Ministries and 

Mission Interpreters regarding our 

denominationõs global mission efforts 

and can educate others in terms of 

ways we can get more involved.   

 

Secondly, I know a group is being lo ose-

ly formed to talk about how we at IUCC 

might be more mindful of how our eat -

ing and consumer habits reflect our 

faith.   

 

And thirdly, I know that there are many 

of us who would like to support the 

participation of the UCC and oth ers in 

whatõs being called the Isaiah 58 

Summer: Pray and Fast for Arizona  as we 

approach the July 29 implementation 

date for the SB 1070 law.  
http://www.ucc.org/j

ustice/immigration/AZ

-pray -fast.html  

 

 

Let us continue to pray, talk,  

and act out our faith  

related to these issues.  

 

http://www.ucc.org/justice/immigration/AZ-pray-fast.html
http://www.ucc.org/justice/immigration/AZ-pray-fast.html
http://www.ucc.org/justice/immigration/AZ-pray-fast.html
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In addition to gather ing 

together for this work, let 

us also make time to 

play together!  Everyone 

is encour aged to come 

to this summerõs special 

Pastorsõ Potlucks.  Green 

-based activities for 

children and families will 

be featured.  

 

 

 

 

Finally, Progressive Christians Uniting  is a dynamic organization worki ng to build bridges 

between congrega tions working for similar progressive goals.   

 

 
 

I have recently been elected co -chair of the Orange County Steering Committee, and 

Iõd love to promote IUCCõs deeper involvement.  One such venue for this that Iõd like to 

highlight is the Conscientious Projector program .  Please join in for film showing, 

discussion, and community -building each month.   [See above ; and further info below. ]   

SUMMER GARDEN PASTORSõ POTLUCK 

WEDNESDAY · July 7, July 21, August 11 · 6:00PM · CCC 

PATIO GARDEN 

Come continue the tradition of Pastorsõ Potlucks, but with 

a new twist.  On three Wednesday summer evenings, the 

congregation is invited to gather together around good 

food, good company, and good eco -spirituality as we 

build community while tending the ga rdens behind our 

preschool as well as the gardens of our souls.  The Ministry 

for Young People especially encourages young families to 

attend on July 7!  Please see Elizabeth or Paul for more 

details.  
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When :  Every second Sunday  

Where :  Soul At Home / 16712 E. 17 th St. / Tustin, CA  

 

Next Up:   July 11th :   

              God Grew Tired Of Us  

http://www.progressivechristiansuniting.org/ConProj/En

tries/2010/3/28_July_ -_God _Grew_Tired_Of_Us.html  

 

Thank you  to all of you who do so much to make IUCC a community of 

faith, hope, and love.  I look forward to celebrating a glorious summer with 

you as we give thanks to our God through work, worship, and play.  

 

In Godõs peace, 

Elizabeth  
 

 

Conference Resolution #1: Be a Global Mission Conference 

 

 

http://www.progressivechristiansuniting.org/ConProj/Entries/2010/3/28_July_-_God_Grew_Tired_Of_Us.html
http://www.progressivechristiansuniting.org/ConProj/Entries/2010/3/28_July_-_God_Grew_Tired_Of_Us.html
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Conference Resolution #1: Be a Global Mission Conference, continued 

 

Conference Resolution #2: Mindful and Faithful Eating 
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Conference Resolution #2: Mindful and Faithful Eating, continued 

 

 

 

 
 

 


