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A Busy Summer!

New Programs
Are Developing !

Readon......

From t he |
Des k é

Important :
If you, or someone you know, wishes to
receive this News & Notes but cannot
access the Internet, please do either of
the following: [a] let the church office
know at (949) 733-0220, and we can
mail a printed copy; or [b] just pick up a
printed copy in the narthex on a Sunday
morning.

Summer is here at last, and yet the
activities donot
have schedul ed three
l ucksd and you can
them in her column. | hope you can
stop by and help me figure out the grill (I
am not a cook). Lastyear, | called Lindy
Garber to ask her to stoke up the coals

on the afternoon of the potluck, and

when she responded from Nova Scotia, |
knew we would be eating late that

night, which we did fi but a good time
was had by all.

Leadership Retreat Ahead . In mid -July,
we w ill have our annual leadership
retreat, where new leaders are invited to
begin wearing the important roles they
have agreed to take on . Our on -going
leaders will join with them to focus on
where we will be going this year.

stop!

read



IUCC is at a place where we need to be providing more opportunities for
people to bond with each other in smaller circles i groups that provide
opportunities to learn, share, and build friendships within the congregation.

Al ready, the knitting gr,®blestudWeecakeradnd Fel | ow:
other groups are filled with energy, while others are getting off the ground,

such as a new Stephen Ministry, the Advocates for Peace and Justice, a
bereavement group, and the breast cancer support group. These groups

are open t o the congregation according to interest. In addition to these
groups, smaller ones are forming where lasting friendships are already
being made. | would like to encourage you to consider being a part of

such a group as we get them started.

Atoneofour recent Conference 0O0Church Vitalityd eve
featured speaker. He is active in the new 0Cen
and a wonderful speaker. Our Church Vitality leader at the Conference is Gary

Roberts,andonedayw hen he was over at our house, he sali

an opportunity to hear Mike Piazza i we have to get some churches together to host
him. o6

Well, I did better than that! Michael has agreed to fly in to Irvine to be with us and to
share his knowledge and expertise during our Leadership Retreat. He will join Elizabeth
and me in the chancel and preach at both services on Sunday, July 18.

Michael Piazza is a spiritual visionary; author and social justice
advoca te who currently serves as Dean of the Cathedral of
Hope in Dallas, Texas. In 1987, at the height of the AIDS crisis,
he came to what was then a Metropolitan Community

Church (GLBT) of some three hundred members, and with

the vision that they needed to pr  ovide a place where

people could have hope, they flourished.

In the last decade, Cathedral of Hope disaffiliated from the
MCC and decided that their vision was much more in line
with the United Church of Christ. Today, they are probably
our second larges t church at roughly 4,000 members. Mike
will share a little of the story of vitality and hope that came

Rev. Piazza during his ministry there, which ended in 2007. He is now the

Dean of the Cathedral of Hope, and spends his time helping

progressive churches to rediscover their purpose and mission.

Changes in Music Leadership . | am so grateful for this interim period in our music
program, because | had the opport unity to work with Tina Glander Peterson. Tina took
a real interest in who we were, and how she might best serve ap rogressive Christian
church. She is professional every inch of the way, and a delight to be with. | will miss



her, as | know many of you will, as Tina moves on to become the head of the music
program at Irvine High School, replacing the much -loved Rich Messenger.

John St. Marie will begin on August 1 as our new music director, and

he is a gentle, warm and thoughtful presence. We have shared
some time together, both in our interview and again less formally

here at the church. | hope you ot
thank our search committee for the long, considerate, and often

difficult process as so many very talented peop le applied for this
position.

John St. Marie

Conference (UCC) Updates . As the new moderator for the Southern California -
Nevada Conference of the United Church of Christ, | should bring you news from our

recent Annual Gathering, but Elizabeth has already framed it better than | could, so |

invite you to read her column, and th en see reproduced in this newsletter (Page s 6-
9) the three resolutions that were overwhelmingly passed, or read them
here:

1) Be A Global Mission Conference http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/docum
ents/Resolution -GlobalMissionConference.pdf

2) Mindful and Faithful Living http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/docum
ents/Resolution -MindfulFaithful Eating.pdf

3) Letter of Support & Solidarity with http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/docum
Southwest Conference in opposition ents/LtrSupportSouthwestConf.pdf
of Arizona Law SB1070

U Now that these resolutions reflect who we are as a Conference, how do we
incorporate them into our understanding of sacred activism here at [IUCC?

Faithfully Yours,
Pastor Paul


http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/documents/Resolution-GlobalMissionConference.pdf
http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/documents/Resolution-GlobalMissionConference.pdf
http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/documents/Resolution-MindfulFaithfulEating.pdf
http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/documents/Resolution-MindfulFaithfulEating.pdf
http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/documents/LtrSupportSouthwestConf.pdf
http://scncucc.org/Annual_Gathering/documents/LtrSupportSouthwestConf.pdf

From Pastor Elizabeth

Dear Congregation,

| am bursting with excitement about so many things coming up

this summer!

HELP WANTED!

X Wanna teach junior/senior high Sunday School?

X Wanna accompany the Youth Group on an outing or activity?
X Wanna help plan a potential end
to the Manzanar Japanese

-of -summer trip for our youth
-American Internment Camp and the

United Farm Worker Headquarters?

Conference Update. On June 11 -12
Paul, Robinmarie, Don Bjorklund, Terry
LePage, Laura Kemp, and | all attended

the Annual Gathering of our Southern
CA/NV Conference. Many wonderful

things happened there, including Paul

being installed as our new Conferen  ce
Moderator, the Rev. Felix Villanueva

being installed as our new Conference
Minister, and three very important resolu -
tions being passed. | believe all three of
the resolutions fit
mission and our stance as a church
supporting peac e and justice. [See the
resolutions identifiedqd
column ; and see them also reproduced
below in this newsletter (page s 6-9).]

vV ¢

We are being encouraged by our
conference to act in ways in which we
as a congregation can support these
resolutions. | am so glad to know that
discussions and steps are already being
taken in this direction.

Let us continue to pray, talk,
and act out our faith
related to these issues.

Pl ease do | et
For instance, firstly, | know some of us in

the congregation have been trained by

UCC Global Ministries as Ministries and
Mission Interpreters regarding our
denominationds gl obal
and can educate others in terms of
ways we can get more involved.
Secondly, | know a group is being lo  ose-
ly formed to talk about how we at IUCC
might be more mindful of how our eat -
ing amdeconsumer habits reflett QUE 6 s
faith.

And thirdlg, ] knowrthathare drednsany
of us who would like to support the
participation of the UCC and oth
what 6 s bkedtheglsatah 58
Summer: Pray and Fast for Arizona as we
approach the July 29 implementation

date for the SB 1070 law.
http://www.ucc.org/j
ustice/immigration/AZ
-pray -fast.html

ersin

me

mi


http://www.ucc.org/justice/immigration/AZ-pray-fast.html
http://www.ucc.org/justice/immigration/AZ-pray-fast.html
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In addition to gather ing | s yMMER GARDEN PASTORS3 POTLUC
together for this work, let | \wEDNESDAY - July 7, July 21, August 11 - 6:00PM - CCC
us also make time to PATIO GARDEN

play together! Everyone Come continue the tradition o
is encour aged to come a new twist. On three Wednesday summer evenings, the
to this summe .hgregation is invited to gather together around good
Pastorso Potl/ a4 goodcompany, and good eco -spirituality as we
-based  activities  for build community while tending the ga  rdens behind our
children and families will preschool as well as the gardens of our souls. The Ministry
be featured. for Young People especially encourages young families to
attend on July 7! Please see Elizabeth or Paul for more
details.

Finally, Progressive Christians Uniting is a dynamic organization worki  ng to build bridges
between congrega tions working for similar progressive goals.

. . 2010 Films:
J a n American Casino
American Casino finally explains how & why over 312 trillion of our money vanished into the American Casino.

Feb Tying the Knot
Tying the Knot digs deeply into the past & present to nncover the meaning of civil marriage in America today.

Mar Ktthe Death House Door
o At the Death Honse Door follows the jonrney of Carroll Pickett, chaplain to the infamous "Walls" prison in Tezas.

A pr Heart of Stone

Heart of Stone iz the tme story of Weequahic High Schools ¢uest to retun to its former glory.

May Fish out of Water
Fish out of Water dissects the impact of homosexuality & the Bible on politics, the LGETQI comnminity & the Church.

PO wse fhe meoee.

s Prooetor s detting

J un Holy Land: Common Ground
Holy Land: Common Ground examines Israeli & Palestinian citizens who work toward a mmival goal of peace.

J] ul God Grew Tired of Us
) God Grew Tired of Us esplores the indomitable spirit of three “Lost Boys” from the Sudan

Aug FLOW
FLOW builds a case against the growing prvatization of the word's dwindling fresh water supply

S ep War Made Easy

War Made Easy exposes a pattern of government deception that has dragged the US into one war after another

O ¢t Food Inc.

Food, Inc. lifts the ved on onr nation's food industry, exposing the nnderbelly hidden from the American consumer

Nov What Would Jesus Buy

What Wonld Jesns Buy follows Rev Billy as he travels accross the country to save Christmas from the Shopocalypse!

Every 2nd Sunday of the month | at3pm | Sculat Home | 17612 E. 17th St Tustin, CA 92780 | Ern Weller | ewellen@peo-laorg | 714-721-6554
Every 3rd Wednesday of the month | at 7pm | The Claremont Forum | 586 W, Firse St., Claremont, CA 91711 | John Forney | JForneyl7(Nalaolcom | 909-917-6081
| have recently been elected co -chair of the Orange County Steering Committee, and
|l 6dd | ove to promote | UCCds deeper involvement
highlight is the Conscientious Projector program . Please join in for film showing,

discussion, and community -building each month. [See above ; and further info below. |
5



When: Every second Sunday
Where: Soul At Home / 16712 E. 17 t St. / Tustin, CA

Next Up: July 11t: http://www.progressivechristiansuniting.org/ConProj/En
God Grew Tired Of Us tries/2010/3/28 _July - God _Grew_Tired_Of Us.html

Thank you to all of you who do so much to make IUCC a community of
faith, hope, and love. | look forward to celebrating a glorious summer with
you as we give thanks to our God through work, worship, and play.

I n Godds peace,
Elizabeth

Conference Resolution #1: Be a Global Mission Conference

RESOLUTION
PRESENTED TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF
THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA NEVADA CONFERENCE
OF
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
April 13, 201

“What is required of you? To act justly and love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8

Lw}}

w1

T

(]

BE A GLOBAL MISSION CONFERENCE

Whereas the United Church of Christ Mission Movement has its
beginnings with the Haystack Prayer Meeting in 1866,

Whereas the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions
(ABCFM) was proposed by Williams College graduates in 1816 and
was officially chartered in 1812,

Whereas the ABCFM had a very rich history, sending 1258
missionaries all over the world in its first fifty years,
Whereas the United Church Board for World Ministries (UCWM) was
officially established in 1961 with the merger of the mission
boards of the Congregational Christian Church and the Evangelical
and Reformed Church,

Whereas the UCWM sent out nearly 5000 missionaries to 34
different fields in its first one hundred fifty years,

Whereas the traditional missionary model was transformed to an
partnership model,

Whereas the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) joined together to create a “common
witness” and form the Global Ministries Office on January 1,
1996,

Whereas the strategic approach to active mission work was
transformed to an approach of “Critical Presence” in which the
partners “seek to timely and appropriately meet God’s people and
creation at the point of deepest need: spiritually, physically,
emotionally and/or economically,

6
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Conference Resolution #1; Be a Global Mission Confereneentinued

T

Whereas Global Ministries seek to “develop and maintain
partnerships and appoint missionaries where capacity building and
health-care are a primary focus,

Whereas Global Ministries will “explore and implement economic
alternatives which empower the powerless and the most
impoverished communities in each area of the world where there
are partnerships,

Whereas Global Ministries will “engage local congregations and
other settings of the church more intentionally in global
mission,

Whereas the United Church of Christ is celebrating two hundred
years in mission,

T

)]

]

BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA NEVADA CONFERENCE OF THE
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST BECOME A GLOBAL MISSION CONFERENCE ON THIS THE
DAY OF , 2010.

Conference Resolution #2: Mindful and Faithful Eating

BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL RATIONALE

The Bible affirms that humans have a sacred responsibility to care for the earth (Genesis
2:15) and our own bodies (1 Corinthians 6:19); prohibits cruelty to animals (Deuteronomy
22:10, 25:4), expresses concerns for workers (James 5:4), proclaims our Christian unity
despite our dietary differences (Romans 14:20-21), and describes the peaceful, harmonious
coexistence among all God’s creatures as an ideal. St. Francis of Assisi and Albert
Schweitzer both recognized God’s concern for animals.

Previous General Synod actions have expressed concern for God’s creation and called for
responsible stewardship (“A Perspective on Christian Life Style and Ecology,” 10" General
Synod, 1975; “Integrity of Creation, Justice and Peace Proposed Priority, 17" General Synod
1989; “Global Warming,” 22" General Synod, 1999; and “A Resolution on Climate
Change,” 26" General Synod, 2007); for the rights of workers (“A Resolution on Worker
Justice at Smithfield,” 26" General Synod, 2007); and for the humane treatment of animals
(“Respect for Animals,” 19" General Synod, 1993).

WHEREAS our dietary choices reflect many of these social, environmental, and economic
justice issues, and

WHEREAS modern intensive farming is a leading cause of land, water. and energy
consumption, worldwide animal agriculture contributes more to global warming (18% of
greenhouse gases) than all forms of transportation combined (14%) (“Livestock’s Long
Shadow,” UN Food and Agriculture, 2006); and long-distance transport of food further
increases the impact of our diets on the environment; and

WHEREAS the high injury rates and mistreatment of slaughterhouse workers has been well-
documented (Staughterhouse by Gail Eisnitz), and

7




Conference Resolution #2: Mindful and Faithful Eatinggontinued

WHEREAS, the intensive crowding and unhealthy living conditions that typify concentrated
animal feeding operations (CAFOs) do not show respect for animals, and

WHEREAS animal and human welfare issues are intricately linked in numerous other ways,
such as 1) pollution problems caused by CAFOs, particularly in lowa and North Carolina; 2)
bacterial resistance to antibiotics caused by the routine feeding of antibiotics to animals; 3)
“Mad Cow Disease,” bird flu, and other human health risks associated with intensive animal
agricultural practices; 4) a wide range of medical disorders linked to the typical American

diet, including heart disease, obesity, diabetes, arthritis, and certain cancers (Journal of ithe
American Dietetic Association 2003;103:748-765); and 5) the negative impact of CAFOs on
small family farms and thus on rural life, culture, and community, and

WHEREAS people have different nutritional needs, financial situations, and degrees of
access to food, such that a mindful and faithful diet for one person at one location might be
very different from a mindful and faithful diet for another person at another location. For
some people, animal agriculture may be an essential component of mindful and faithful
eating, and

WHEREAS Christians are called to make God-centered choices in every aspect of life; and
our church communities are most vibrant when we respect the diversity of views, values,
beliefs, and ways to address a given social justice concern; and our church communities can
help us discern such God-centered living amidst this diversity; and consequently, faithful
Christians will make different consumption choices in response to the call for mindful and
faithful eating.




