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      Important : 

If you, or someone you know, wishes to 

receive this News & Notes  but cannot 

access the Internet, ple ase do  either  of 

the following:  [a] let the church office 

know  at (949) 733 -0220, and we can 

mail a printed copy; or [b] just pick up a 

printed copy in the narthex on a Sunday 

morning.  

 

From the Pastorõs 

Desk é 
 

 

The Christmas Eve 

services struck all 

the right notes this 

year ñthe exquisite 

sound of the choir, 

our readers and 

Brian Noelõs harp 

all mixed in to -

wards the gentle 

climax of faces  sof-  

tly lit by  can dlelight.   

 

This, after a revised family service with 

ad ditional music and a tableau of the  

manger scene made up of our children, 

created an uplifting evening.  The next 

morning, it was an intimate Christmas 

Sunday with IUCC friends and family 

before opening presents at home.  

 

As we head into a New Year, thoughé   

I am a bit haunted by a scene i n my 

office during the holiday season, and 

because of it, I am inviting you to join 

me on Wednesdays at the Rev. George 

Johnsonõs class on poverty.  I know that 

George will bring a unique perspective 

to a topic he has been preparing for 

quite some time, bu t I also hope that we 

might  continue the conversation about 

how prepared we are as a church to 

reach out to those in need in our com -

munity.  

 



2 

It is no secret that the chasm betwee n the òhavesó and the òhave notsó widens every 

year ñthere is every evidence that this is true.  Each year, starting around Thanksgiving, 

people from outside the church begin to contact us with their needs in a higher volume 

than at any other time of the y ear.   I suspect that this particular elevation has 

something to do with any number of the emotional òpullsó of the season.  The phone 

calls and visits increase, and since we are a church, we are one of the first places 

people call for help, or just to lis ten.   

 

At Thanksgiving, a man called and asked me to 

help him find a wife!  He was quite demanding ñ

he outlined what he wanted and did not want, 

and gave me his number to call when I found him 

the right one (no smokers or drinkers).  What was 

at the heart of his call?  I suspect it was this: òI am 

alone.  I am tired of being alone.  I am calling a 

church because I donõt know where else to turn 

with my loneliness.ó  Although I did not know what 

to do with this calléI listened and even took down  
 

his number.   

 

Each day brought a visitor or another phone call.  òI have no where to go.  It was not 

always like this.  I do not know where to turn.  I have lost everything.  Can you help me?ó 

 

I greet each call or visit cordially, but with my guard up for two reasons:  1) I need to 

assess how great (or real, in many cases) the need is, and 2) I need to be able to keep 

my emotional investment in each case close to my chest.  

 

This year, I lost it. 

 

Jimmy is 46, according to the  California ID he showed me.  He has problems with his 

legs from the cold.  They are swollen, and he has to hold them in order to stand or sit.  

Jimmy  sat down in my office and said, òI know you have a policy that you will only help 

someone once (true), but the last time I didnõt need much, and now I really need some 

help.ó 

 

I looked at him carefully.  Yeséindeed, this was someone I had helped before, but a 

few short years had not been kind to him.  He had visibly aged and did not have the 

physical agility he had just a short while ago.  

 

Jimmy is either very slow, or marginally retarded.  He knows to carry all his paperwork 

with him so that he can explai n what he needs.  In this case, he was nearby in order to 

have surgery at a local hospital, and was living at a Motel 6.  His belongings were 

locked in his room because he was not able to pay for the last three nights.  He needed 

to find a way to pay for t he next three nights before he went into the hospital.  After 

that, Social Services would kick into action (or so he believed).  Jimmy is also guileless.  

There was no doubt that his story was true, and that he was depending on it to be so.  

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=7180618
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I checked his paperwork regarding his hospital stay, and called the motel.  The 

manager was relieved and anxious.  He let Jimmy stay three nights without money, and 

was òfound outó for his kindness by his boss.  Jimmy had to come up with the money or 

face the streets du ring a particularly cool and wet period of weather.  

 

 

We have a òPastorõs Discretionary Fundó 

(alternately called, òthe Emergency 

Fundó) at IUCC.  It is used for various 

reasons during the year, and is funded by 

a few members who wish to know that our 

church is reaching out and helping 

people where we can.  This year, it has 

been used more frequently than at any 

time I can remember.  At some time 

before C hristmas, I go out and buy 

Ralphõs cards, and this year I bought gas 

cards in small denominations as well.  I 

split them up between the staff members 

who come in contact with people in 

need.  

 

At present, both Pastor Elizabeth and I, along with Michael and  Heidi in the office, find 

ourselves being òlistening earsó to people in needñsometimes on the phone, and other 

times in person.  We have resource materials that in some cases are very helpful, but in 

most instances are woefully inadequate, as the need for  shelter is the most common 

theme along with the kind of assistance that would stave off eviction, keep the lights on 

or even buy medication.  

 

This is why I believe that a conversation on poverty such as the one the Rev. George 

Johnson is preparing for us  is so important.  I suspect that the thrust of the conversation 

will be more global, but it finally comes down to how we address these issues on a local 

level, and further, how our church is able to do ministry to the community around us.     

 

Does giving someone at their witõs end a $20 gas card actually help them, or does it 

simple stave off the inevitable?  Will knowing that a mother will be able to buy food for 

her kids at Ralphõs, even if it is just for another day, provide òa healing balmó?  

PerhapséI have seen such gratitude on peopleõs facesñoften just because our small 

gesture of a $25 Ralphõs card came after they had one of us to pour out their pain to.   

 

In Jimmyõs case, I did something I would not normally do.  Because of the generosity of 

some of you here at IUCC, the motel manager and I worked out a deal.  I would pay 

him for the back three nights and the next two, and he would let the last night slide for 

free.  Jimmy would enter the hospital for his surgery that Thursday warm and well -rested.  
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But why Jimmy and not someone else?  It seemed almost capricious, given the growing 

number of people who are dancing on the edge of disaster every day.  I think it came 

down to the fact that as I looked at him while he was speaking so simply and childlik e in 

my office, grateful for the hot coffee and the fact that I would listen, I was reminded of 

Matthew 25: òThat which you did for the least of these, you did for me.ó  I could not 

represent a church that would let someone like Jimmy get locked out withou t his 

possessions and be put on the street.  And, I could not face my own conscience if I did 

not help him.  

 

As I close this, I found just the uplifting ending I needed in an e -mail that just popped in 

from Cheryl Arguile.  Cheryl is our church representat ive from Family Promise, and Susan 

Allen is our board member.  Our work with Family Promise will be a hands -on experience 

in helping homeless families transition back into housing.  

 

Cheryl writes: òHereõs a quick update on Family Promise .  Our 

congregation has really stepped up and we have a number 

of members that will be actively involved with supporting our 

host church ( Church of the Foothills ) for the week  of January 

15th.  People from the congregation have also donated 

grocery gift cards, bedding supplies, coloring books/crayons 

and even air mattresses - we are blessed to have such  
 

generous souls in our midst.  Weõre still in the process of finishing training for the 

volunteers and gathering up all the info weõll need to make this project come 

together.ó 

 

Thank goodness for being a part of a church community that steps forward 

as we enter another year together.  I am grateful to be a part of this work 

together, and I look forward to learning, with you, how we might continue 

to do the work of the church in the mo st meaningful ways possible.  

   

 

Faithfully Yours,  

Pastor Paul   

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://familypromiseorangecounty.org/
http://chotf.org/index.htm
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From the Associate Pastor  
 

 

Happy New Year! As this is the time of year to make resolutions, 

and I think back on what Iõd like to change in myself and in the 

world, Iõm reminded of what has really bothered me lately.  

I recently saw two movies that both disturbed me greatly: The Girl 

with the Dragon Tattoo  and How to Boil a Frog . The films are quite 

different ñone is a US blockbuster, a slickly produced action  /  

mystery filled with violence and brutality; the othe r a low -budget 

Canadian documentary that relies (too often in my opinion) on 

low -brow humor to convey its serious message about  global 

warm ing.   And   I  was surprised at my disturbance after watching   

these films, because I knew quite a bit beforehand about the content of each. I had 

read the Swedish crime novel a couple years ago, and I have òsteepedó myself in the 

facts presented in the eco -comedy for many years. Yet both left me with a very un -

com fortable feeling I couldnõt shake for days. 

 

The tort ure, sexual assault, and other forms of violence 

showcased in The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo  should 

disturb a viewer. So should the graphic information in 

How to Boil a Frog  about the preventable end of the 

Earth as we know it. But there is a great differ ence 

here. We as a society tend to gravitate in large num -

bers to the former as a form of entertainment, while 

ignoring the latter as too boring, discountable, or be -

yond our control to sustain our interest. Maybe itõs a 

mat ter of how information is packa ged. When global 

warming is presented in an apocalyptic action genre, it 

sells tickets. But does it change lives? A documentary 

on the effects of violence against women might get all 

the facts right, but be less òentertaining,ó and therefore 

reach  fewer  people.  How  is  the  right balance struck   

 

 
between education and provocation, entertainment  and inspiration? How does one 

present a stance in an enticing way without selling out the cause?  

While it might not see m like it, there is a great similarity between these two films and the 

disturbing issues they bring up. What they have in common is that there is actually a lot 

we can do about both violence against women and climate change. Educate our -

selves, empower wom en and girls, and stop supporting the glorification of violence. 

Change our damaging consumer lifestyles, use the power of our wallets to hold pol lut-

ing corporations accountable, demand change in governmental policies.  

 

Perhaps these are just the types of resolutions that will top our lists this year. And now for 

the requisite theological tie -in: Would they make Godõs list? 

http://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/the_girl_with_the_dragon_tattoo/
http://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/the_girl_with_the_dragon_tattoo/
http://howtoboilafrog.com/
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Since getting more involved at church might be another item on your list (and Godõs), I 

will offer here some inspiration. To the en d of inspiring more change through using a 

more light -hearted (entertaining/provocative?) approach, I will even change genre. 

(Think: more blockbuster, less documentary!)  

 

Reprinted here is a list from my New Yearõs Day sermon. It certainly is not 

the end all --be all of IUCC lists. Consider yourself empowered to go ahead 

make up your own as well! In the meantime, enjoy. (Maybe more 

intentional enjoyment should be another resolution?)  
 

Top 14 Reasons to Come to IUCC in 2012  

 
How many other committed progressive bastions are there in Orange County?  

 
Where are you going to find a better church choir and music program?  

 

Our church is s o open and affirming, the straight women complain they canõt 

even meet a nice Christian guy here.  

 

Our fabulous adult edu cation program for 2012 includes burgers and croissants. 

No wait, I mean Borg and Crossan.                                                                           

Do check out these amazing scholars next month!  

 

We are a wonderful church family that really cares about each other,       

through Stephen Ministries and many other ways.  

 

At what other church do they actually forget the Baby Jesus during the Christ -

mas pageant? I think I brought a whole new meaning to taking the Christ out of 

Christmas that Saturday night.  

 

Where else are you going to go now that hanging out at Occupy Irvine is 

becoming passé?  

 

Weõre so interfaith-minded the Associate Pastor didnõt even marry a Christian. 

But the church did get a rabbi -in-residence out of the deal.  

 

Here you can really walk the walk, joining a pilgrimage of solidarity to       

Guate ma la next month.  

 
We have the  most competitive c hili cook -off west of the Mississippi.  

 

We are so open and affirming we even accept Republicans ð                            

as long as at least most of them are also gay.  

 

Where else can you get white wine at committee meetings and real spiked 

eggnog at a 10am coffee hour?  

 

We are home to some of the most thoughtful, creative,                                      

and socially -engaged children and youth youõll ever meet. 

And the number one reason to come to IUCC in 2012 is é 

 

If you act now, you can still be part of our 2011 Stewardship Campaign ñ

because yes, itõs 2012 but itõs still going o n! 

 

Yours in the disturbance, the inspiration, and the resolution,  

Pastor Elizabeth  
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Adult Programs Highlights  

Robinmarie McClement  

Director of Adult Programs  
 
 

 

 

 

Prayer is not just spending time with Godéif it ends there, it is 

fruitless.   No, prayer i s dynamic.    Authentic prayer changes us, 

unmasks us.  -      Teresa of Avila  

 

With the close of 2011, and we usher in the shiny new year of 2012 , 

many of us will spend time some time reflecting on the past twelve 

months and the things we accomplished and the things we wish we 

had.     Some  of us will   make   resolutions and a   list of things that we  

want to change about ourselves or our life situation this New Year.  Many of us will take 

time to pray for the year past and the many possibilities of beginnin g 2012.   

 

This past year our Adult Program Ministry offered many opportunities for mem bers to 

come learn, grow and share in discussion, prayer and conversation about the historical 

Jesus, the work of the Apostles, the ministry of Paul and where God is ca lling us into our 

community and the world.  As we read through current headlines in the news and 

compared them to stories from scripture and Jesusõ teachings and parables, we 

discussed the challenges as progressive Christians to act for social justice and equality 

and we found that it calls us to action and the responsibility to be a positive change.  

This can be un com fort able and takes courage and strength.  

 

This takes us all back to our faith and to prayer.  I want to share with you some thoughts 

from Joan Chittister and her book, The Breath of the Soul ð Reflections on Prayer.   òTo 

pray does not mean we will cease to be ourselves.  It simply means that we will come to 

know clearly what it will take to become more of the Jesus figure we a re all meant to 

be. Prayer confronts us with ourselves and measures the distance between who and 

what we are and who and what Jesus is.ó   

 

She goes on to say, òBeing immersed in prayer, really immersed in prayer, sears our 

souls.  It forces us to see how far from our own ideals we stand.  It challenges the images 

of goodness and piety and integrity we project.  It confronts us with what it really means 

to live a good life.  It requires courage of us rather than simply piety. It says again and 

again, òCome, follow me.ó 

 

òIt is in following Jesus down the mountain-top, along the roads of the world, through 

the public parts of the city, into the ghettos of the poor and the halls of government 

that prayer comes alive.ó  It is with this spirit that we are offering a six week series, òGood 

News to the Poor ð The Violence of Poverty Touches Everyone,ó with the Rev. George 

Johnson beginning Wednesdays, January 11 at 10 am and again at 7:30 pm. I hope you 

will look to the information about this important class and re gister right away.  You can 

contact George directly at: georgejohnson@gmail.com  or contact me for more details.   

 

http://www.google.com/products/catalog?hl=en&cp=47&gs_id=2&xhr=t&q=The+Breath+of+the+Soul+%E2%80%93+Reflections+on+Prayer.&tok=5upIV4Ww3zj0rVxXobQpiw&gs_upl=&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_pw.,cf.osb&biw=1481&bih=774&um=1&ie=UTF-8&tbm=shop&cid=14036848765449416511&sa=
mailto:georgejohnson@gmail.com
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Our  Adult Sunday School  theme: January 8 ð February 19, 2012, 10:15 ð 10:50, òA Well 

Worn Path, The Teachings of Jesus.ó  Who was Jesus really?  Why has his life impacted 

our lives so much?  How does learning more about him and discussing it with others 

impact our own spiritual path and life choices?  We will be using a booklet written by 

our Pastor Emeritus, Rev. Fred Plumer and viewing clips from Living the Questions  to add 

to the conversation.  Come join us, all are welcome and childcare is provid ed.  

 

We have reformatted our Weekly Bible Study on Tuesdays, and 

beginning Jan. 10, 2012 from 6:30 ð 8:00 pm in Plumer Hall. We will offer: 

òBible 101 ð Learning of Origin and Interioró ð This study serves anyone 

who has studied the Bible for a long time o r wants to explore it for the first 

time.   Pastor Paul and I  (with gracious support from Rev. Ken Wyant)  will   
talk about the origins and construction of this sacred book; as well discuss whatõs inside 

and why it is so important as Progressive Christi ans to become more literate in our 

knowledge of the Bible. We will also review one of the lectionary scriptures for the up -

coming Sunday service each week.  This series will continue until Lent begins (February 

22) and we will offer a Lenten Bible Study st arting February 28 with the theme, òThis Side 

of the Cross.ó 

 

 

Our two day Conference , òJesus, Then and Now,ó with Marcus Borg 

and Domin ic Crossan is quickly approaching!  It will be on February 

17-18, 2012, and if you have not registered for this exciti ng 

educational and inspirational event, the time is now!  Registrations 

are filling up and we will have visitors from all over the country.   

 

This is truly the biggest event IUCC has ever hosted  

and you wonõt want to miss it. 

 

We continue to extend  disco unts for our IUCC members.   

Please see me for details.  

 

Joan Chittister is one of my favorite authors and spiritual 

leaders and it is her words that I reflect on with you as we 

move forward into 2012.  òWe do live in two different kinds of 

worlds ð the my stical and the material, the physical and the 

real ð but we also know that the overlap between them is 

just as true, just as real.ó 

 

òThe purpose of prayer is to bring us deeper and deeper into 

the center of the intersections between the two of theméIt 

speaks to us of higher ideals, of another realm of existence 

beyond  success and wealth and power.   It brings us face to  

 
        Sr. Joan Chittister  

face with the purpose of creation, the foundations of truly developed life.ó   

 

 

http://www.livingthequestions.com/xcart/home.php?xid=fcf3a53096aac8cb2347e713915c1f1d
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òWe must submerse ourselves in thoughts of the God within, the God who calls us out of 

ourselves and beyond ourselves and, at the same time, even deeper and dee per within 

to connect with the real substance of life. Prayer tells us that there is more to life than 

what life shows us on the surface of it.ó 

 

I hope 2012 is filled with endless possibilities for you and those you love and 

care about.  I also hope that you will come and connect with the many 

educational and spiritual opportunities for growth here at IUCC this coming 

year.  Happy New Year, it is a blessing to be a part of this beloved family 

we call church.  

         Blessings, 

Robinmarie  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Youth Grou p Report  
By Sarah Fiske-Phillips 

 

 

This year we tried something new at IUCC. In addition to the traditional 

pageant put on by the kids of the church, the youth also presented their 

interpretation of the story leading up to the birth of Christ. With parts such 

as John the Baptist, the Angel Gabriel, Mary the mother of Jesus, Zechar -

iah, angels of God, and the three wise people, the youth carefully wrote 

their parts using scripture and their own creative ideas. It was amaz ing to 

be   able   to hear  the young   people   share with the congre ga tion how the      Sarah 

story is significant to them. 

Thank you to pastors Elizabeth 

and Paul, Michael Spindle, 

David Clemensen, John St. 

Marie, Anne Rosse, and all of 

the fantastic youth and 

parents who  made it possib le. 

 

In addition to the youth 

pageant, the youth have kept 

busy throughout the end of 

the year. In a very hectic 

season, they have maintained 

their commitment to coming 

to youth activities. It will be 

great  to  see what 2012 has in   
store for the IUCC Youth Group.  

   



10 

 

 

 

 

Januaryõs Youth Events will be:  
 

January 8, 2012:  IUCC Video Project at the church  

January 14  

(Saturday) : 
Overnight at the church, finishing the mural and other exciting things!  

January 15:  No youth group (overnight on 1/14)  

January 22:  Combined Service Project (Youth Group and Confirmation Class)  

January 29:   IUCC Video Project at the church  

 

Wishing peace and a very happy 2012 to you all!  

 

Sarah  

sarahfiskephillips@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

Recycle  Fest Coming to IUCC  

 

é but postponed  
 

Save your recyclable stuff.  And we will let you know when to bring it to IUCC.  

 

 

 

 

 

IUCC will get 10 cents per pound for all TV s, comput -

ers, and monitors -- and designated per item rat es 

for all other items listed on the adjacent listing.   

 

So, give the listing a look, and bring us stuff you want 

to recycle!  (But not just anything é..) 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sarahfiskephillips@gmail.com
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 To Teach Sunday School! 
 

NEEDED:  A Few Good Sunday School Teachers!  

 

If you are interested in being part of a team and teaching and learning from very 

inspiring children, see Pastor Elizabeth.  

 
ƍ  The commitment is one to two Sundays per month over the next four months.  

ƍ  Training, materials, and curriculum are all provided.  

 

Thank you!  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Starting January 24!  

BFJ: Sustenance  

 

The latest adventure of Bread for the Journey is an 

exciting new discussion group for young adults.  

 

What are the most important issues of the day for you, 

and how do they relate to faith...and to action?  

 

Come be part of a group that gathers weekly for both 

spiritual and physical sustenance, sharing time over 

reflection, snacks, and the stuff of our own lives.  

 

Tuesdays at 8pm  in the Youth Room  (in Plumer Hall)  

See Pastor Elizabeth for more info.  
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Annual Congregational Meeting  

January 15, 2012 ð after 2 nd  service / approximately 12:15 p.m.  

Mar k Your Calendars!  
 

 

In addition to hearing a òState of the Churchó report from Pastor Tellstrom, the 

congregation will be asked to review and consider approval of two important items:  

 

A proposed 2012 budget for the congregation;    and  

A report and propo sed motion from the Building Task Force.  

 

The proposed budget, and the Task Force report, are both on the IUCC website at the 

Documents Page.  Please give them a look:  click here . 

 

In addition:  Moderato r Keith Boyum and Treasurer Greg Guth will hold a òforumó to 

discuss the budget, and the Task Force report, after second service (approximately 

12:30 p.m.) in the sanctuary, on January 8 th.  Come with your questions and comments!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.iucc.org/documents.html
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Around the Congrega tion  ð Dec ember , 2011 
Photos by Janet Johnson, IUCC Historian  

 

  
 

        Cook Off!                                   Advent Workshop                                           More Workshop  

   

 Hodie! Christus Natus Est!                       Quartet                                           Choir Concert Reception  

   

   All is Calm; All is Bright                     Getting Ready!                                          Ready to Go!  

   

    The Performance!                                The Audience                                       Happy Holidays!  


