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The Newsletter for Two 

Months ð August and 

September , 2010 !   

 
 

 

 

 

Read on . . . . . .   
 

 

      Important : 

If you, or someone you know, wishes to 

receive this News & Notes  but cannot 

access the Internet, please do  either  of 

the following:  [a] let the church office 

know  at (949) 733 -0220, and we can 

mail a printed copy; or [b] just pick up a 

printed copy in the narthex on a Sunday 

morning.  

 

From the Pastorõs 

Desk é 
 

 
 
 

As I write this, I am busy tying up loose 

ends so that Carl and I can begin our 

vacation.  This year, it is Scandinavia.  

We leave soon for Stockholm, and will 

find our way down to the city my family 

is from, Jonköping.  After that, we join a 

tour that wil l take us through Sweden, 

Copenhagen, and Norway, ending up 

on our 25 th anniversary in Bergen at 

Edvard Griegõs home.  I have wanted to 

do this as long as I can remember.   
 

The òtravel bugó bit me later in life, and 

Rick Steves has be come my guru!  The 

China trip we took with IUCC members a 

couple of years ago showed us how 

much fun it could be to travel with 

friends, so we followed up with the trip to 

Israel last Spring.  This year, our unofficial 

òMinister of Travel,ó Dale Vaughan, is 

looking into a cruise from Venice through  

the Greek isles, and into Ephe sus.  The 

12-day trip is competitively priced, and 

would take place in late April / early 

May.  More to come é but talk to Dale
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or let me know if you are interested!  
 

While I am gone, Pastor Elizabeth will be taking the lead.  

 

On August 22, the Rev. Bil Aulenbach will be preaching.  He is currently putting together 

training for Stephen Ministers here at IUCC, so that some of you can have the oppor tun -

ity to do some one -on -one ministry yourselves, giving care where it is needed in our con -

gregation.  If you are interested, talk with Bil or Robinmarie.  Bil is chairing our new Adult 

Program Ministry, where a lot is going on.  Take a look at Robinmarieõs column, and you 

will see t he list of things coming up.  We are looking more long -term in how we schedule 

speakers and programs.  In fact, I can tell you that we will be hosting Marcus Borg  

http://www.marcusjborg.com/   with John Dominic Crossan http://www.johndominiccrossan.com/   

in February of 2012!  

 

On August 29 and September 5, Pastor Elizabeth will be preaching 

and leading worship.  She is working on finding us a youth director, 

and I know she is gearing up for activities with youth and families for 

this Fall. 

 

I will be bac k in the office on September 7, and the big All -Church Family Picnic is on 

September 12, followed not too long afterwards by Family Camp at Pilgrim Pines the first 

week of October.  Last year we had 30 IUCC members at camp, with a bunch of kids.  

Please co nsider joining us, whatever your òfamilyó means to youñeven if it is being with 

other church family.  

 

Question :  Some families with younger kids have come to first service, and showed 

up the next week at second service because there is nothing but child -ca re at first 

service.  Would some of you come back to first service if we supplied Sunday 

school for the youngest ones, including a òTime With Kidsó by Pastor Elizabeth?  We 

wonõt take away the òTeaching Moment,ó but we might find a way to bring some-

thing for younger families at 8:45 if the interest is there.  Let us know!  

 

Day of Decision.  
 

  

The ruling by Judge Vaughn 

Walker that Prop 8 was un -

constitutional has been a 

cause for cele bra tion by 

fair -minded people.  IUCC 

has proudly been in the 

fore front of this fight since 

the beginning, start ing with 

a unanimous con gre ga tion -

al vote that em pow ered us 

to work against this divisive  

Initiative, and this week we  
Pastor Paul emcees Day of 

Decision event  

Carl Whidden sings the 

National Anthem  

http://www.marcusjborg.com/
http://www.johndominiccrossan.com/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lagrange.edu/resources/images/inauguration/borg.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lagrange.edu/inauguration/events.aspx&usg=__NcQfJJ-vt7NMEotGdzakNxXgbtU=&h=133&w=205&sz=11&hl=en&start=62&sig2=Yvd1PVNRSklD_TKje0A0-A&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Eh2FJ75zymriIM:&tbnh=68&tbnw=105&prev=/images?q=borg+crossan&start=42&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4DKUS_enUS305US305&ndsp=21&tbs=isch:1&ei=z9plTLGmBoH-8Aal_cS9CA
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were given the gift of knowing that the truth finally won.  IUCC was very visible at the 

Day of Decision rally on August 4 near the Courthouse in Santa Ana, and you can even 

see a clip that Lau ra Long put together for us on Y outube:   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdbDDxDEDO4  

 

At the Day of Decision Rally : 

 

   
Hallie Cespedes -

Chorin  

Katherine Darmer  

Chapman Univ.  

Larry Gates & Michael Spindle display the IUCC 

banner  

 

On August 14, IUCC will be a sponsor of OCPride, and on September 25, we are one of 

the choice venues to host the Orange County Equality Coalitionõs Awards Dinner.  Also 

on September 25, we have been chosen to receive an ECCOPAC òCommunity Hero 

Awardó for our work against Prop 8.  (See below, page 14.)   
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e2z6uy9vb5bbc70e  

 

I look forward to being back with you for a new church year in September.  Iõll bring you 

all some lutefisk!  

 

Faithfully Yours,  

Pastor Paul 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdbDDxDEDO4
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e2z6uy9vb5bbc70e
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From Pastor Elizabeth  
 

  

It was the last 

night of camp.  

We had all gath -

ered around the 

campfire circle.  It 

was the high 

school groupõs 

turn to lead our 

nightly vespers 

service.  They had 

prepared dili gent -

ly, but I didnõt know the details of their 

plans and was eager to hear what they 

had to say.   

 

I had been at camp all week with this 

group of young people ñeating, play -

ing, learning, hiking, swimming, talking, 

sleeping in the cabin, and praying to -

gether.  We were all part of the spec ial 

Con ference Youth Ministries Camp pro -

gram, which brings together UCC teen -

agers from all  over our Southern CA/NV 

Conference.  Itõs the same program un -

der which I attended Pilgrim Pines myself 

as a teenager, and got the opportunity 

to go up to the 

moun tains to sing, 

watch the stars, 

and explore what it 

means to be a 

child of God as 

part of  our beloved UCC.  

 

Even though I knew the depth and 

mean ing of this experience for our cam -

pers last week, I still wasnõt prepared for 

what these thoughtful and faithful youth 

shared with the group.  In response to 

the theme of witnessing to the passing 

on of Godõs love, one spoke about the 

love he felt from his friends at camp 

after having learned of a friendõs suicide 

that week.  Another spoke of how inspir- 

ed she was, by her experiences at camp 

and with the Youth Round Table lead er-

ship team, and ho w she is considering 

dedicating her life to service with our 

denominationõs Global Ministries.  Still 

another talked about how much he 

loved his home congregation and, spe -

cif ically, how one church member had 

been such a special mentor to him and 

showed h im what it really means to live 

out oneõs faith, loving God by caring for 

others.  

 

These young people know the power of 

testimony.  Theyõre not afraid to share 

their personal faith stories with others ñ

with their teenaged peers even!  We 

could learn a lot f rom such courage and 

good -hearted earnestness in Christian 

community.  I felt it a real privilege to be 

there with all of them, as well as some 

other young campers and counselors 

from IUCC. This camp is a real resource 

and treasure in our midst.  I think o ne of 

my fellow counselors and ministerial col -

leagues had it right when he said one 

week at camp is equivalent in positive 

impact to about a whole year of youth 

group activities.  I really hope we con tin-

ue to support this camp in every way we 

can ñthroug h donations, workday vol -

unteering, our own attendance, and 

sending our young people.  And I very 

much appreciate the blessing I received 

from all of you of me being able to at -

tend and to serve our church by working 

up there for a week instead of in my 

office at church.  

 
Related to other aspects of IUCCõs ministry with young people, I hope youõll 

read the accompanying articles about teaching Sunday School , and 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.pilgrimpinescamp.org/images/hpis_41549985.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.pilgrimpinescamp.org/&usg=__Fc4FpNNXsmzXu7n4R5doA7-HMW0=&h=1252&w=1672&sz=557&hl=en&start=1&sig2=XdMTsM0Dih3jZjmo84eA9g&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=xNPe5K5lB2uyOM:&tbnh=112&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=pilgrim+pines&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4DKUS_enUS305US305&tbs=isch:1&ei=Kt5lTNKaNML48Aaj3_XKCA
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serving with the Ministry for Young People.  I hope to see you in Septembe r 

for the Sunday School Registration Fair as well as family activities at the 

annual Church Picnic.  The spirit is catching  with young families in our 

church, as our Pastorsõ Potlucks were huge successes of family fun and we 

await the arrival of a new Yout h and Young Adults Coordinator as well.  

 

Blessing of Godõs peace on all of your families as we live out these 

final beautiful days of summer together.  May we catch something 

of the spirit moving and find ourselves moved as well to witness to 

and pass on G odõs loveñas our young people teach us.  

 

Peace,  

Elizabeth  
 

 
 

For the Love of the Children  
 

By Martha Mecartney

 

Do you want to know the most rewarding aspect of my spring?  It was òworkingó with 

our 3 rd-5th grade children in Sunday School, the most amazing group of kids.   I was in 

awe at how articulate and compassionate these children could be, and how they 

could make their way through reading the most difficult scriptures.  They also have a lot 

of spunk and energy.  One parent taug ht me how to make certain this energy did not 

spill over into chaos.  [See details on 3 -reminder system below.]  

 

Pastor Elizabeth has introduced a new Sunday School program that spells out a lesson 

each week, paralleling the scriptures that the adults are also reading in church.  These 

lessons include several options for activities and ideas for projects, as well as worksheets 

that can be photocopied and used.  Most supplies I could easily find in the CE closet in 

Plumer Hall.  

 

What is a typical Sunday Scho ol Lesson? (1) Focusing . We would gather the class after 

their release from church around an alter cloth the color of the season, candles and a 

cross, offering basket, and a ball representing the world.  We would collect the weekly 

Sunday School offering, take turns lighting the candles (a highlight for some of the 

children), and each child would offer a prayer.  (2) Learning.   We would then gather at 

a table and take turns reading a story from the Bible.  Next we would talk about what 

the Bible story meant , and how it relates to our experiences, before finally turning to the 

project activity.   (3) Action.  The students enjoyed all types of projects, from drawing to 

cooking to workbook pages from the Sunday School Lesson.  My goal was to give them 

something each week to take home, to continue the discussion of the Sunday School 

lesson with their families.  
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I loved the fact that I could be creative ð baking 

projects were one of the big hits with this class, 

and Jenna McCarty and her husband Phil 

(teachers who  taught on alternate Sundays) 

introduced composting.   You are free to 

improvise beyond the published lesson activities.  

The class also was able to choose where they 

wanted to send their Sunday School offering, and 

worked so hard to collect funds for eart hquake 

victims in Haiti and Chile (sent via the Salvation 

Army ð their choice again).    

 

What was my biggest challenge?  NOT ENOUGH 

TIME!  We do hold Sunday School until noon, but 

even then, it was tough sometimes to fit all the ac -

tiv ities into the 40 

minutes after they 

arrived from 

church, especially if 

it was the day we 

were making and 

baking cookies from scratché.   

 

    The children taught me how to see things anew  

        Phot o Credit:  Cindy OõDell     through the eyes of children, and gave me an 

opportunity to help be part of the larger village that helps direct them in the IUCC way 

of compassion.   

 If you are thinking of helping out, Pastor Elizabeth offers workshops prior to 

every quarter, and she can pair you with a co -teacher or let you simply be a 

classroom aid.  You can sign up for 3 months and alternate Sundays.   
 

So whether you like bringing self -empowerment for  those navigating junior high, 

leading challenging discussions about life choice with high school students, or playing 

games with the youngest onesé.we have a place for you in Sunday School.  Your 

rewards will not only be in heaven  

 

Notes on the 3 reminder system .  The children in my Sunday School class all 

responded so well to the 3 reminder system, I have to repeat it here.  Parents told 

me that the children know this from home and school.  (1) Briefly review simple rules 

such as listen when someone else is talking, no name -calling, keep hands to self, 

etc.  (2)  Tell the children they will get 2 reminders if they forget during that class 

period, but the 3 rd time, they will need to go and join their parents since today is not 

a day th ey can focus enough to let the other class members enjoy the lesson. (3) 

Follow up , if you ever reach a 3 rd reminder, to show that you are serious.  I never had 

to get past the 2 nd  reminder, and usually one reminder was enough.  This reduces 

any potential frustration on both the teacherõs part and the childrenõs part as 

expectations are clearly spelled out and they can relax and enjoy the class . 
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Help!  Iõm in Love! 
 

By Sandy Sudweeks

 

Last spring I agreed to team -teach  the Junior High Sunday School group with Jim and 

Kathy Sayler. We shared the teaching so we didnõt have to teach every week. But I did 

this with trepidation, as I come from a background with little Bible knowledge, and I 

doubted I could òdeliveró effectively.  

 

 

I found the experience to be extremely enjoyable and 

satisfying ð and much easier than expected. First of all, we 

were provided with a lesson book as weekly guidance. I 

blanched when I saw how much I thought I was to include in 

less than an hour. But the suggestions were only options. With 

Elizabethõs support, I decided to focus briefly on the Bible 

passages, discuss with the kids what the message was, and 

then relate it to their lives. They just took off with it and, along 

with copious amounts of snacks and drawing material, they 

actually developed the lessons themselves. What a 

wonderful experience to hear these bright young people 

talking about how to live a valuable, intentional life.  

 

So -- how am I in love? I found myself looking forward to me eting this charming, lively 

group of kids, and theyõve begged me to come back. How could I resist? I donõt have 

to miss Paulõs sermon, as I can go to the earlier service or listen to a CD of the later 

service. It involved little time during the week, and o nly a couple of short, preparation 

meetings.  

 

 Iõve missed the kids, but I still donõt want to do it every week. The ideal would be if 

there were a small team who could work together and teach every 2 nd  or 3rd 

week. The kind and good Jim and Kathy, with st rong Bible backgrounds, taught 

very differently from me, and you could develop your own way, too.  

 

 

Á If youõve thought about how you might participate more in church 

life, and if youõd like to help with our mission to raise thoughtful, 

caring young people,  please join us . But be prepared to fall in love!  

 

 

 
 


